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LOCAL PLAN COMMITTEE 4th August 2010
 

Changes to Planning Policy Statement 3 “Housing”  
 

SYNOPSIS 
To advise the Committee of the effect of recent changes to Planning Policy Statement 3: 
Housing.  

1. Relevant Background Details 
1.1 Planning Policy Statements set out the Government’s national policies on aspects of 

planning in England. Local Authorities are required to have regard for national policy 
statements when producing development plans and determining planning applications. 

1.2 PPS3: Housing sets out the national planning policy framework for delivering the 
Government’s housing objectives and its goal is to ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to live in a decent home. 

1.3 On 9th June 2010 the Government announced the reissue of PPS3 with the following 
amendments to take place immediately: 

• the definition of Previously Developed Land in Annex B of PPS3 now excludes 
private residential gardens; and, 

• the national indicative minimum density of 30 dwellings per hectare is deleted 
from paragraph 47. 

1.4 These are the only changes made in the PPS3: Housing document, all other parts remain 
unchanged. 

2. Implications for Corby 
2.1 The reissued PPS3 is a material planning consideration, and the Council is required to 

determine planning applications in accordance with the development plan “unless material 
considerations indicate otherwise”. 

New definition of Previously Developed Land 

2.2 The significance of the previously developed land definition is that PPS3 and Policy 9 of the 
Core Spatial Strategy identify this source of land as a priority for future development. The 
adopted Core Spatial Strategy states that at least 30% of new housing is to be provided on 
previously developed land and buildings. 

2.3 Importantly, PPS3 maintains emphasis on protecting the character of the area which means 
that the Council will continue to take into account all material planning considerations in the 
determination of planning applications. For example PPS3 advises focusing housing 
development in suitable locations; accessibility to local services, public transport 
accessibility, the characteristics of the area and the desirability of using land efficiently. 

2.4 Corby Local Plan policy P6(R) also states that proposals on plots formed from gardens of 
existing dwellings in built-up areas will only be permitted where there would be no adverse 
effects on the amenity.  Therefore it would seem that the practical implications of the new 
definition are not significant within Corby because the Council will continue to determine 
planning applications based on planning merits. 

 

Housing Density 



2.5 The removal of the national indicative minimum density of 30 dwellings per hectare means 
that PPS3 no longer carries any specific target for the efficient use of land in new housing 
developments. Although it must be noted that PPS3 still requires local planning authorities 
to make efficient use of land.  

2.6 The adopted Core Spatial Strategy includes Policy 16 that expects the Sustainable Urban 
Extensions to provide a range of densities with an overall net density of at least 35 
dwellings per hectare; and Policy 15 that seeks higher densities in locations most 
accessible on foot, cycle and public transport. Additionally the Supplementary Planning 
Document on Sustainable Design also states that achieving the optimum densities in 
developments is a crucial component of creating sustainable development. The reissued 
PPS3 will need to be reflected in the review of the adopted Core Spatial Strategy and 
subsidiary Local Development Documents. 

3. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The Planning Policy Statement sets the national policy framework within which the Local 
Development Framework will need to be prepared. The Planning Policy Statement is also a 
material consideration in determining planning applications. 
Financial/Legal/Performance Information 
None 
Human Rights/Equalities/Community Safety 
These are the basic requirements in a sustainable community. The Local Development 
Framework and national policy documents see these as essential elements to policy 
formation. 
Sustainability  
This is the underlying principle of both the Local Development Framework and national 
planning policies. 

4. Conclusion 
The changes the Government has set out to Planning Policy Statement 3 presented in this 
report will need to be considered as a material planning consideration on planning 
applications on a site by site basis. The amendments will also need to be reflected in the 
review of the adopted Core Spatial Strategy and subsidiary Local Development Documents. 

5. Recommendation 
The Committee is asked to be aware of the changes to Planning Policy Statement 3 and to 
note the comments set out in this report. 

 Background Papers 
CLG. PPS 3: Housing. April 2007 
CLG. PPS 3: Housing (Amended). June 2010 
CLG. Advice produced by The Planning Inspectorate for use by its Inspectors. April 2010 
 
Appendices 
Appendix 1 

New Brownfield land definition 

Officer to Contact 
Jennie Johnson, Planning Policy Officer, 01536 464165   
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APPENDIX 1 
 
NEW DEFINITION OF PREVIOUSLY-DEVELOPED LAND IN PPS3 
 
“Previously-developed land (often referred to as brownfield land) 
Previously-developed land is that which is or was occupied by a permanent structure, including the 
curtilage of the developed land and any associated fixed surface infrastructure. 

The definition includes defence buildings, but excludes: 

- Land that is or has been occupied by agricultural or forestry buildings. 

- Land that has been developed for mineral extraction or waste disposal by landfill purposes 
where provision for restoration has been made through development control procedures. 

- Land in built up areas such as private residential gardens, parks, recreation grounds and 
allotments, which although it may feature paths, pavilions and other buildings, has not been 
previously developed. 

- Land that was previously-developed but where the remains of the permanent structure or 
fixed surface structure have been blended into the landscape in the process of time (to the 
extent that it can reasonably be considered as part of the natural surroundings). 

There is no presumption that land that is previously-developed is necessarily suitable for housing 
development nor that the whole of the curtilage should be developed.” 
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