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Open Decision Item  
 

One Corby Policy Committee  11th August 2020 

 

Business and Planning Act 2020 
 

SYNOPSIS 
This report seeks approval for the adoption of the Business and Planning Act 2020 and the 
agreement of a fee associated with granting Pavement Licences and appropriate officer 
delegations. 
 

 
1. Background Details 

The Business and Planning Act 2020 was enacted on the 22 July 2020.  The Act makes 
District & Borough Councils responsible for issuing pavement licences a function which 
has traditionally been carried out by County Councils. 

 
2. Report 

The Business and Planning Act 2020 introduces a new pavement licence regime designed to 
make it easier for premises in England serving food and drink such as bars, restaurants and 
pubs to seat and serve customers outdoors through temporary changes to planning 
procedures and alcohol licensing.   
 
A pavement license permits furniture to be placed temporarily on the highway; this includes 
stalls, tables, chairs and articles such as umbrellas, barriers and heaters.  Alcohol licensing 
changes will allow operators with existing on-sales to also serve alcohol for consumption off 
the premises and to make deliveries. 
 
Applications are subject to seven days of consultation then a decision has to be taken within 
a further seven days.  If a determination is not made within seven days of the end of the 
consultation period the license is deemed granted.  The local authority may grant or reject the 
application after taking account of any representations.   
 
The Act allows the publication of conditions and the addition of conditions to individual 
premises licences.  If a condition of the license is breached, the local authority may revoke 
the license or may require steps to be taken to remedy the breach.  Where a license is granted, 
planning permission is deemed to have been given. 
 
The legislation is time bound and only runs until 30 September 2021 unless extended by 
further legislation. 
 
Delegation of powers 
 
Officers recommend that the constitution is amended to include the Business and Planning 
Act 2020 (‘the Act’). 
 
It is recommended that authority to act under the Act is delegated to the Head of Planning & 
Environmental Services. 
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Fees 
 
The Act allows a fee to be set by the Local Authority subject to a cap of £100.  The Local 
Authority can decide how long the license should last for or leave it open ended, in which 
case it will expire at the end of September 2021.  The activity of administration has been 
costed and determined to be £99 (without any enforcement activity).  Officers therefore 
recommend that the fee is set at £100 with no limit on the duration so all licenses will 
expire at the end of September 2021. 
 

3. Options to be considered: 

Option 1 

To adopt the legislation; approve a fee of £100 to offset administrative costs; and amend 
the Constitution to allow appropriate delegations. 

Option 2 

To adopt the legislation; reject the proposed fee of £100 to offset administrative costs; and 
amend the Constitution to allow appropriate delegations. Kettering Borough Council, East 
Northamptonshire Council and the Borough Council of Wellingborough have already 
confirmed this new service will be free of charge. 

Any changes to the constitution recommended by this Committee will also require the 
approval of Full Council on 26th August 2020. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 

Financial 
Pavement licensing will be carried out by the Central Licensing Administration Unit for all 
Councils in the partnership.  The function will be delivered within existing resource levels and 
budgets.  We expect that demand will be low for Corby; however, there may be significant 
demand in respect of neighbouring LA’s in the partnership. 
 
Legal 
The recommendations in this report will ensure that the Council is fulfilling its legal 
obligations in respect of the Business and Planning Act 2020. 
 
Equalities 
An initial Equality Impact Assessment has been carried out and all equality and diversity 
implications are neutral.  Neither a positive nor a negative impact has been identified. 

 
Best Value, Community Safety, Human Rights, Sustainability 
There are no issues in relation to these matters arising directly from this report. 
 

5. Conclusion 

The Business and Planning Act 2020 recently received royal assent.  The Act makes 
District & Borough’s responsible for issuing pavement licences. This Local Authority needs 
to adopt the legislation and make amendments to the Constitution for its application and 
enforcement. This Committee must also decide what, if any, fee should be charged for 
such licences. 
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6. Recommendations 

The Committee: 
 

i) Resolve to recommend to Full Council to adopt the Business and Planning Act 
2020 in order to allow implementation of the pavement licensing regime; 

ii) Approve the fee of £100 detailed within the report in order to ensure cost recovery 
for administration; and 

iii) Resolve to recommend to Full Council to amend the Constitution to delegate 
authority to grant, reject or revoke a licence under the Act to the Head of Planning 
and Environmental Services. 
 

Background Papers 
None 
 
External Consultations 
None 
 
List of Appendices 
None 
 
Wards 
All Wards 
 
Officer to Contact 
Damian Wilkins 
Health Protection Manager 
damian.wilkins@corby.gov.uk 
01536 464299 
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