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Full Council 20th March 2014
 

Boundary Review – Corby Borough Council 
 

SYNOPSIS BOX 
For the Council to consider its response to the current consultation being undertaken by the 
Local Government Boundary Commission. 

1. Relevant Background Details  
The Commission are conducting an electoral review of Corby Borough Council to deliver 
improved levels of electoral equality to local voters. 

The Commission previously identified that Corby Borough currently has high levels of 
electoral inequality where some councillors represent many more – or many fewer – voters 
than others.   

The Commission has already consulted on the question of Council Size and is proposing that 
the Council continue to have 29 councillors in the future.  The Commission believed that a 
council size of 29 councillors would ensure it could discharge its roles and responsibilities 
effectively and provided for a warding pattern that met the Commission’s statutory criteria. 

The Commission subsequently launched the next stage of the review process in relation to 
potential ward boundaries. 

Full Council considered this matter at its meeting on 19th September 2013.  A proposed 
pattern of warding was agreed and submitted to the Commission. It is pleasing to report that 
the vast majority of the Council’s submission was accepted by the Commission and utilised 
in its draft recommendations. 

The Commission has now issued its draft recommendations; these have been widely 
circulated.  

2. Report 
The Council’s Boundary Review Working Group met on 13th February 2014 to consider the 
Commission’s draft recommendations. 

The only issue of concern, identified by officers and the Working Group, relates to the 
proposal to transfer White Post Court, Hooke Close and Watson Close into Rural West 
Ward.  It is believed that this is not supported by the community identity criteria.  The three 
streets in question clearly identify with the urban area of the Borough and have no 
discernible links with Rural West Ward or the villages contained therein. 

Full Council is requested to support this position and for officers, in consultation with the 
working group, to submit representations to the Commission before the close of 
consultations on 14th April 2014. 

The Commission will consider all representations received before publishing its final 
recommendations on 29th July 2014. 

The Rural Area Forum meeting of 20th February 2014 considered this matter.  Parish 
councils were encouraged to participate in the consultation exercise. 
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3. Options to be considered (if any) 
Council can choose to make no representation or submit support for the Commission’s 
current proposals. 

Alternatively, the Council can choose to submit its concern over the proposal to the transfer 
the three streets indicated into Rural West Ward.  It may also wish to register its strong 
objection to any reconsideration of transferring streets from Beanfield Ward into Rural West 
Ward. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Financial  
None specific to this report. 

Risk 
None specific at this stage.  Once the final proposals have been agreed the Council will 
undertake a Polling Station Review ahead of the combined elections in May 2014. 

Legal 
The final recommendations of the Commission will be published on 29th July 2014.  These 
will then be subject to a Parliamentary process prior to enactment.  Any new boundaries 
agreed will be in place for the next Borough elections in May 2015. 

Human Rights & Equalities 
The Commission are committed to achieving electoral equality.  In drawing-up their 
proposals they seek to try to ensure that each councillor represents a similar number of 
voters.  

5. Conclusion 
Council are requested to consider the issues raised and endorse the recommendations 
detailed below. 

6. Recommendation 
i) Support the draft recommendations issued by the Boundary Commission 

(January 2014) with the exception of:- 
 
The proposal to transfer White Post Court, Hooke Close & Watson Close into 
Rural West Ward and recommend this be located within Rowlett Ward.  
 

ii) The Council strongly objects to any proposal to sub-divide Beanfield Ward and 
transfer electorate into Rural West Ward (the Commission’s Option 2). 

 Background Papers 
New electoral arrangements for Corby Borough Council – January 2014  

www.lgbce.org.uk 

External Consultations 
Rural Area Forum 

Information letter to residents in White Post Court, Hooke Close & Watson Close 

List of Appendices - None 

Officer to Contact 
Paul Goult (Democratic Services Manager) x 4013 


