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Audio Visual Recording of Council Meetings 
 

SYNOPSIS BOX 
For Full Council to consider its response to the recent guidance issued by the Secretary of 
State for Communities & Local Government relating to the audio visual recording of local 
authority meetings. 

1. Relevant Background Details  
Currently the Council prohibits the audio-visual recording of its meetings except where 
explicit permission is granted e.g. for ceremonial events such as Annual Council.  

This is detailed under 8.6 (Full Council) and 21.5 (Committees) of the Council’s Rules of 
Procedure:- 

Unless the consent of the meeting has been given the use of mobile phones and/or any form 
of recording or transmitting equipment is not permitted at any meeting of the Council or of its 
committees, panels or forums. 

Recently concerns were raised at a national level by the behaviour of some local authorities 
operating Executive Arrangements (e.g. Leader and Cabinet system) and restrictions that 
these authorities imposed on access to meetings by the press and public.  Corby Borough 
Council does not operate Executive Arrangements having retained a committee-style 
system. 

In response to these concerns the Government both through regulation and guidance issued 
by the Secretary of State, have sought to allow greater access by the press and public.   

It should be noted, that restrictions in relation to exempt or confidential information still apply 
as long as the relevant paragraph of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) is 
applied. 

In addition to the above, a request has been received in relation to the forthcoming Special 
Full Council to be held on 17th July 2013, in that this meeting be allowed to be the subject of 
audio-visual recording.  This meeting will receive a Public Interest Report issued by the 
former Audit Commission (now KPMG).  The meeting will be held in open public session. 

Currently the Council could allow audio-visual recording on a piecemeal ad hoc basis, 
dependant upon the agenda and the items to be discussed at a particular meeting.  
Alternatively, the Council may wish to continue with its current policy. 

2. Report 
The Council is committed to open and transparent decision-making.  The recent concerns 
expressed at national level apply specifically to those local authorities operating Executive 
Arrangements, where restrictions have been applied which in the view of central Government 
have prejudiced the press and public in its access to information and debate. 

Corby Borough Council operates a committee-style system ensuring political proportionality 
is applied and that any restrictions to access to meetings by the press and public are 
compliant with the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended). 
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3. Options to be considered (if any) 
i) that the Council make no changes to its existing policy at the moment and 

await any further regulation and/or guidance that may be issued by 
Government; 

ii) that the Council grant permission for the Special Full Council meeting 
scheduled to be held on 17th July 2013 to be subject to audio-visual recording; 

iii) that the Council request that the Audit & Governance Committee consider this 
matter in due course, examine best practice employed elsewhere and report 
back to Full Council before the end of the year with recommendations; 

iv) That the Council allows recording of its meetings by the press and public in 
line with the criteria contained within Appendix A and that the implementation 
of this criteria be reviewed by the Audit & Governance Committee in twelve 
months time; or 

v) adopt the criteria/policy attached to this report with any amendments duly 
approved by Council with the view to its review in twelve months time. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities  
The Council complies with all legal requirements in relation to access to meetings and 
documentation by the press & public.  There are advantages and disadvantages in permitting 
the recording of meetings. 

Financial  
None specific to this report.  The Council may wish at a future time to consider the web 
casting of its meetings, however that is not the subject of this report. 

Risk 
If the Council do not adopt a policy to allow for the audio visual recording of Council meetings 
it may result in a challenge from the press and/or public, however currently the regulations 
and guidance does not preclude an Alternative Arrangement local authority from imposing a 
full or partial ban. 

Legal 
The Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) 
(England) Regulations 2012 and the recent guidance issued by the Secretary of State apply 
to those local authorities operating Executive Arrangements.  Corby Borough Council 
operates Alternative Arrangements through a committee-style system. 

Currently the Council’s existing policy of prohibiting recording except by explicit permission of 
the Council is not deemed unlawful.   

Human Rights 
The attached criteria for recording of meetings protects the rights of individual members of 
the public not to be recorded when they are contributing under the Council’s agreed Public 
Participation Policy. 

Equalities 
The policy if agreed would apply both to the press and public. 

Sustainability 
No relevant implications. 

Community Safety 
No relevant implications. 
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5. Conclusion 
It should be emphasised that the recent guidance issued by the Secretary of State relates 
specifically to Executive Arrangements, however it is suggested that the “spirit” of this 
guidance be adopted by the Council through approval of the attached policy. 

6. Recommendation 
i) That the Council allows recording of its meetings by the press and public in 

line with the criteria contained within Appendix A and that the implementation 
of this criteria be reviewed by the Audit & Governance Committee in twelve 
months time; and the Council’s Rules of Procedure be amended accordingly. 

  

 Background Papers 
Council Constitution 

“Your council’s cabinet – going to its meetings, seeing how it works” (June 2013) 

External Consultations 
None 

List of Appendices 
Recording of Council Meetings – Draft Policy 

Officer to Contact 
Paul Goult (Democratic Services Manager) ext 4013 

 



Recording of Council Meetings – Draft Policy 
 
This policy applies to all formal meetings of Corby Borough Council held 
under the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended). 
 
The policy is intended to enhance the rights of access by the press and public 
to Council meetings.  It only applies to those meetings where the press and 
public would normally have rights of access. 
 
 
 

• Recording either audio, visual or both will be permitted from the area 
designated as the “public gallery”. 

 
• No audio-visual equipment will be permitted to be placed in the 

immediate vicinity of the Elected Members or Officers participating in 
the meeting. 

 
• No flash photography will be permitted during the course of the 

meeting. 
 

• The Chair of the relevant meeting retains the right to require that any 
equipment in use is relocated, switched-off or removed should it prove 
to be disruptive to the smooth and efficient conduct of the meeting. 

 
• All equipment used to record the proceedings of the meeting should 

have its own power supply; no Council power supply should be utilised. 
 

• Users of audio-visual recording equipment will comply with all 
reasonable requests relating to health & safety e.g. in relation to trip 
hazards etc. 

 
• Where members of the public are participating in a meeting under the 

Council’s Public Participation Policy they shall be requested to give 
explicit permission for their contribution to be recorded. 

 
• Any recordings of meetings do not under law replace or negate the 

officially recorded minute of that particular meeting. 
 

• Recording equipment will be turned off during any adjournment periods 
during a meeting. 
 

• Any issues or queries relating to the implementation of this policy shall 
be referred to the Proper Officer (Chief Executive) or their designated 
representative (Committee Clerk). 
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