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Local Plans Committee 17th December 2008
 

Annual Monitoring Report– Local Development Framework 
 

SYNOPSIS 
To  consider the Annual Monitoring Report for the Local Development Framework 

 
 
1. Relevant Background Details 

1.1 The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires every Local Planning 
Authority to monitor the Local Development Framework (LDF) through the production 
of an Annual Monitoring Report (AMR). 

1.2 The main purposes of the AMR are: 

• to review actual plan progress compared with the targets and milestones for 
the preparation of LDF planning documents set out in the Councils Local 
Development Scheme; and 

• to assess the extent to which the policies set out in the Local Plan and LDF 
are being achieved. 

1.3 The AMR is required to be submitted to the Government Office for the East Midlands 
before 31st December. 

1.4 This is the fourth year in which such reports are required. It covers a prescribed 
period of 12 months commencing on 1st April 2007 and ending on 31st March 2008. 
Statistical data relates to this period. The AMR also provides commentary on issues 
arising since that time, which will be formally recorded in next years AMR.  

2. Detail 
2.1 A copy of the AMR is attached to this report as Appendix 1. 

2.2 The headline findings of the AMR are summarised briefly below. 

• Progress on the preparation of the LDF documents was variable during the 
monitoring period. The Core Spatial Strategy was adopted in accordance with the 
LDF timetable. However progress on both the joint Supplementary Planning 
Documents was subject to slippage; 

• The timetable for Corby’s LDF documents was revised during the monitoring period 
that has resulted in a streamlined portfolio of documents and growing emphasis on 
the Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document; 

• The LDF timetable will need to be revised early in 2009 to take account of delays to 
the joint Supplementary Planning Documents and the revised configuration of 
Corby’s LDF documents; 

• Analysis of ‘saved’ Local Plan policies indicates that many of the policies remain 
relevant and continue to be used regularly; 

• Contextual indicators that cover demographic and economic matters are largely 
taken from the increasingly dated Census; 
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• The amount of employment land developed during 2007-08 has declined compared 
to last years monitoring report. The most predominant employment development was 
for the B8 use class (storage and distribution); 

• The report demonstrates a healthy supply of employment land that provides a choice 
of sites both in terms of quality and quantity; 

• 86% of office and retail development was completed within the town centre, largely 
attributed to completion of the Willow Place Shopping Centre; 

• The number of dwellings completed continues to increase and the current monitoring 
period represented the highest since the plan period begun in 2001. This is not 
expected to be maintained during the current economic slowdown and information 
already processed indicates that house completions during 2008 are down 23%; 

• The housing trajectory reveals that the Council does have a 5 year supply of 
deliverable sites for housing; 

• The housing trajectory also forecasts a small shortage of identified sites to deliver 
the amount of housing required over the plan period to meet strategic targets; 

• The percentage of housing built on brownfield land has declined because of a 
revised interpretation of land type at Oakley Vale, re-examined in light of the 
publication of Planning Policy Statement 3 in November 2006; 

• No affordable housing was completed in the monitoring period but a target of 30% 
will be applied to future developments and there are over 145 additional affordable 
houses in the pipeline that are expected to be delivered within the next two years; 

• There was one recorded case where planning permission was granted contrary to 
the advice of the Environment Agency in respect to flood defence grounds or water 
quality. 

2.3 Officers have worked closely with partner authorities in North Northamptonshire to 
ensure that strategic matters are addressed on a proper and consistent basis. It is 
possible that additional or updated information may become available in the short 
period between approval of the AMR by Members and final submission to the 
Government. Members are therefore requested to provide delegated authority to the 
Corporate Director Operations in consultation with the Chair of the Local Plan 
Committee for this purpose to ensure that the deadline is met. 

3. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The recommendations in this report are fully in accordance with the Council’s agreed policy 
to prepare the Local Development Framework. 
Financial 
None directly from this report. 
Legal 
Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 
Performance Information 
None directly from this report. 
Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities, Community Safety and Sustainability 
These are all essential requirements of the LDF process which is designed to produce 
sustainable communities. 

4. Options to be Considered 
The Council is legally required to have an AMR in place as part of its LDF. There is therefore 
no real alternative option to the Council preparing the document and submitting it to the 
Secretary of State. 



       

144 3 

5. Recommendation 
It is recommended that Members: 

1. Approve the Annual Monitoring Report 2007-08 for submission to the Government 
Office for the East Members are also requested to delegate responsibility to the 
Corporate Director Midlands; and 

2. Operations in consultation with the Chair of the Local Plan Committee for possible 
minor changes in the period between this meeting and formal submission to the 
Government.  

Background Papers 
Corby LDF Annual Monitoring Report 2006-2007 
http://www.corby.gov.uk/SupportingDocs/docs.supporting.released.2008-
1.20905.Annual%20Monitoring%20Report%202006-07.pdf 
Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Spatial Planning 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/pps12lsp.pdf 
Regional Spatial Strategy and Local Development Framework: Core Output Indicators – 
Update 2/2008 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/coreoutputindicators2.p
df 
 
List of Appendices 
Appendix 1: Corby LDF Annual Monitoring Report 2007-2008 

Officers to Contact 
Terry Begley, Local Plans Principal Planner (ext. 3185)  

 


