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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) forms part of the Local Development Framework 
(LDF), and aims to assess the implementation of the Local Development Scheme (LDS) and 
the extent to which policies in Local Development Documents (LDDs) are being successfully 
implemented. Local Development Frameworks should be continually reviewed and revised 
and the AMR is the main mechanism for assessing policy performance and effects. 

This is the fourth AMR for the Corby LDF and it covers the monitoring period 2007-2008, 
although as a forward looking document it also considers aspects of the LDF up until the end 
of the calendar year 2008. 

The Corby AMR is prepared within the wider context of North Northamptonshire.  This is the 
name given to the area that is covered by Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough and East 
Northamptonshire Councils. The area is part of the Milton Keynes and South Midlands 
growth area, one of four growth areas promoted by the Government through its Sustainable 
Communities Plan. All four Councils, together with Northamptonshire County Council, are 
working through a Joint Planning Unit to create a joint LDF for the North Northamptonshire 
area. 

The current Development Plan for Corby consists of the adopted and saved policies of the 
Northamptonshire Structure Plan and the Corby Borough Local Plan together with the 
Regional Spatial Strategy for the East Midlands (RSS8) prepared by Government Office for 
the East Midlands (GOEM) (March 2005) and the DPDs to be adopted by the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee and Corby Borough Council. Over a period of 
time the DPDs will replace the saved policies of the Structure Plan and Local Plan. Full 
details of the AMR and land use planning context are provided in Sections 1 and 2 of this 
report, including the aims for the Corby LDF. 

 

Approach to Monitoring 

Section 3 of the AMR examines the approach to monitoring in Corby within the context of 
requirements set out in Government guidance.  

The report acknowledges that the departure of the dedicated monitoring officer has placed 
great strain on the remaining staff resources. Consequently, the monitoring framework has 
largely been confined to the indicators contained in last years AMR. However, in order to 
improve monitoring for the future, the AMR considers opportunities to improve joint 
monitoring arrangements. 

Within the 2007-2008 monitoring period, consultants have completed a number of technical 
studies to assist in policy formulation for subjects such as housing and conservation. 

 

The Local Development Framework Local Development Scheme 

Section 4 of the report examines progress with the LDF as it applies to the administrative 
area of Corby within the context of North Northamptonshire, the LDS and the production of 
LDDs. 
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The report indicates that the Core Spatial Strategy was adopted in accordance with the 
Local Development Scheme. Nevertheless, amendments to the timetable are recommended 
to take account of the revised LDF configuration. 

 
Saved Policies 

‘Saved’ policies from the adopted Local Plan have continued to be monitored throughout the 
2007-2008 period to identify which policies have been used most frequently as part of the 
Development Control decision making process. This aids the Council in developing 
strategies for replacing saved policies and has contributed to the development of new 
policies for the LDF. 

 

Indicators 
Section 5 considers a tiered approach to reporting indicators reflecting the fact that different 
types are required for specific purposes. In terms of the AMR, three types of indicators are 
identified:  

♦ Contextual indicators;  
♦ Output indicators; 
♦ Significant Effects indicators. 

A system has been adopted to provide a quick visual representation of whether indicators 
are showing a positive or negative trend. The system will be used to show whether there has 
been an improvement or deterioration over the monitoring period or base date (2001- where 
data is available). 

 

                      ▲ Positive – Clear improvement 

► Little or no change 

▼ Negative – Clear deterioration 

■ Insufficient or comparable data 
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Contextual Indicators 

The following table summarises the contextual indicators reported in this AMR.  

 

Table ii - Contextual Indicators Summary 

Total Population ▲ An increase on the 2006 Mid Year 
estimate and 2001 Census 

Age Structure ▲ A young population with more people 
under 16 years than of retirement age 

Net Migration ▼ Small net out migration (these figures 
have not been updated since 2001 census)

Households ► Lower level of private dwellings and 
higher number of local authority dwellings 
than for sub-region 

Homelessness ▲ Small decline between 2003-2005 

Commercial Land Use ► No updates available for 2007-2008 
period. 2005 data displayed a small 
increase in retail and warehousing units 
with a small decline in offices and factory 
units 

Commercial Floor Space ▲ Increase in warehouse floor space plus 
marked increase in factory floor space. 

▼ Office floor space remained relatively 
static whilst retail floor space has slightly 
declined. 

Retail ▲ Corby has experienced growth in retail 
rents over the period (with a 10% increase 
on percentage change). 

Commercial & Industrial Vacancy Rates ▼ 3% increase in commercial and 
industrial vacant units 

Enterprise ▲ Marked increase of 9.8% on the 2005 
figure for VAT registrations 

■ 11% increase on new business 
registrations from 2005 to 2006 

Economic Activity ▼Economic activity levels in Corby have 
fallen by 2.3 % in the 2006-2007 period 
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Education & Training ▼% of people with no qualifications is 
lower than for sub-region. 

▼% of people with NVQ4 or above is 
lower than for sub-region. 

Multiple Deprivation ▲% of people living within an area ranked 
as the most deprived in England compared 
to 2004. 

 
Core Output Indicators 

The following table summarises the Core Output Indicators monitored as set out in 
Government Guidance.  

 

Table iii - Core Output Indicators Summary 

 
Business Development 

A total of 4.38 hectares of employment land has been 
developed within 2007-2008.  Of this B8 use class was the 
most predominant development, comprising 60% of total 
employment land development. 

 
Town Centre Uses 

11,759m2 of completed retail, office and leisure 
development within the monitoring period, 86% of this was 
within the town centre.  

 
 
Housing 

Since 2001 Corby has embraced the growth agenda, 
increasing residential completions year on year. No 
affordable housing was delivered during the monitoring 
period but this is set to change in the future as 30% target 
is applied and dwellings in the pipeline come forward. 
 
A deliverable supply of sites for new housing has been 
identified for the period 2008 to 2013 

 
Flood Protection and Water 
Quality 

There was one recorded case where planning permission 
was granted contrary to the advice of the Environment 
Agency in respect to flood defence grounds or water quality

 
 
Biodiversity 

No data is currently available for this Core Output indicator. 
The Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre is 
currently considering resources to undertake reporting 
requirements. 

 
 
Renewable Energy 

Data for the average Standard Assessment Procedure for 
energy ratings of dwellings is not currently available for 
North Northamptonshire. Future information is to be 
collected on the number of renewable energy schemes 
introduced within North Northamptonshire with planning 
permission. 
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Local Indicators 
Local indicators have been identified and are intended to supplement core output indicators 
in assessing policy implementation. For this report a number of performance indicators that 
measure the rate of progress in achieving the ‘One Corby’ corporate priorities have been 
considered together with local indicators developed during the monitoring year based on 
national performance indicators and the adopted Core Spatial Strategy.  

The following local indicators have been collated for the AMR and further indicators will be 
developed in due course. 

 

 

Table iv - Local Indicators 

Local Indicator Target Performance 
2006-2007 

Performance 
2007-2008 

Comment 

% household waste 
recycled 

21% 18.61% 

▲ 

19.03% 

▲ 

High performance 
figures has resulted 
in the target being 
increased from 12% 
to 21% for 2007/08 

% people satisfied 
with cleanliness of 
their area 

75% 63% 

▼ 

Not currently 
available 

 

% of household 
waste composted 

 

19% 12.05% 

▲ 

19.35% 

▲ 

High performance 
figures has resulted 
in the target being 
increased from 6% to 
19% for 2007/08 

Losses of 
employment land 

Target to be 
set 

Not monitored 

for 2006-2007 

AMR 

0 

■ 

Policy 11 of the Core 
Spatial Strategy 
seeks to safeguard 
existing employment 
sites and 
employment 
allocations. No 
employment land was 
lost within the 
Borough within the 
monitoring period. 

Previously 
developed land that 
has been vacant or 
derelict for more 

Target has 
to be set 

Not monitored 

for 2006-2007 

AMR 

5.21% 

■ 

Corby has a total of 
1862 hectares of 
developed land; 97 
hectares of 
previously developed 
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than 5 years land has been vacant 
or derelict for five 
years or longer. 

Violent crime per 
year, 1000 
population in the 
Local Authority Area 

24.4 13.2 

■ 
28.8 

▲ 

Indicator has been 
revised to reflect 
changes in the way 
crime is recorded. 

 

      

Housing Trajectories 
The report sets out a trajectory for housing development in Corby based on existing 
completions, commitments and potential development sites (see table 5.18), and compares 
the expected provision of housing in Corby with the requirements of the adopted Core 
Spatial Strategy. The following figure is discussed in detail in the main report. 

 
Figure i – Housing Trajectory, Corby Borough Council 

Chart to show the provision of Housing across Corby Borough in relation to Core Spatial 
Strategy requirements 2001-2021
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Significant Effects Indicators 

These assess the significant social, environmental and economic effects of policies, which 
are undertaken through Sustainability Appraisals and Strategic Environmental Assessments. 
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These indicators will enable a comparison to be made between the predicted effect and 
actual effects measured during the implementation of the policies. These indicators will be 
incorporated into the AMR once the DPD’s have reached an appropriate stage.  



Corby Borough Council 
Annual Monitoring Report 2007-2008  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Corby Borough Council- Local Development Framework- Annual Monitoring Report 2007-2008  
 12

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Purpose of the Annual Monitoring Report 

1.1 Section 35 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires every Local 
Planning Authority to make an annual report to the Secretary of State containing 
information on the implementation of the Local Development Scheme (LDS) and the 
extent to which the policies set out in Local Development Documents (LDD’s) are 
being achieved.   Regulation 48 of the Town and Country Planning (Local 
Development) (England) Regulations 2004 provides further details of this 
requirement.   

1.2 Guidance for the production of the Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) has been 
provided in three publications:  

• Regional Spatial Strategy and Local Development Framework: Core Output 
Indicators – Update 2/2008 (DCLG July 2008); 

• Local Development Framework Monitoring: A Good Practice Guide (ODPM 
March 2005); and 

• Annual Monitoring Report – FAQs and Seminar Feedback on Emerging Best 
Practice 2004/05 (ODPM September 2005) 

1.3 The AMR forms part of the Local Development Framework (LDF), and aims to 
assess the implementation of the LDS and the extent to which policies in LDD’s are 
being successfully implemented. 

1.4 The Government considers that surveying, monitoring and review are crucial to the 
successful delivery of local development frameworks as a systematic and dynamic 
monitoring system that will help authorities understand the wider social, 
environmental and economic issues affecting their areas and the key drivers of 
spatial change.    

1.5 Local Planning Authorities are required to undertake five key monitoring tasks, all of 
which are inter-related. They are required in their AMR’s to: 

• Review actual progress in terms of local development document preparation 
against the timetable and milestones in the local development scheme; 

• Assess the extent to which policies in local development documents are being 
implemented; 

• Where policies are not being implemented, explain why and set out what 
steps are to be taken to ensure that the policy is implemented; or whether the 
policy is to be amended or replaced; 

• Identify the significant effects of implementing policies in local development 
documents and whether they are as intended; and 

• Set out whether policies are to be amended or replaced. 

1.6 LDF’s should be continually reviewed and revised and the AMR will be the main 
mechanism for assessing the framework’s performance and effects. This reflects the 
concept of ‘plan, monitor, and manage’, whereby the findings of monitoring feed 
directly into any review of policy that may be required. However, monitoring may 
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indicate the need to address other aspects beyond reviewing the policies set out in the 
framework. For example, it may indicate the need to refine or extend the monitoring 
framework itself or propose actions in respect to related local strategies and initiatives 
(e.g. community strategies). 

 
Matters to be addressed in the Annual Monitoring Report 

1.7 Reports should consider: 

• Whether the timetable and milestones for the preparation of documents set out in 
the LDS have been met or progress is being made towards meeting them or, 
where they are not being met or not on track to being achieved, and the reasons 
why; 

• Whether policies and related targets in LDD’s have been met or progress is being 
made towards meeting them or, where they are not being met or not on track to 
being achieved, the reasons why; 

• What impact the policies are having in respect of national and regional targets 
and any other targets identified in LDD’s and not covered by (ii) above. Local 
Planning Regulation 48(7) specifically requires information to be provided on net 
additional dwellings and local planning authorities should produce housing 
trajectories to demonstrate how policies will deliver housing provision in their 
area; 

• What significant effects implementation of the policies is having on the social, 
environmental and economic objectives by which sustainability is defined and 
whether these effects are as intended; 

• Whether the policies in the local development document need adjusting or 
replacing because they are not working as intended; 

• Whether the policies need altering to reflect changes in national or regional 
policy; 

• The extent to which any local development order, where adopted, or simplified 
planning zone is achieving its purposes and if not whether it needs adjusting or 
replacing; and 

• If policies or proposals (including the local development order or simplified 
planning zone scheme) need changing, the actions needed to achieve this. 

• In addition, this years AMR will report on ‘saved’ policies from the Local Plan in 
order to identify the key issues regarding the use of each policy. 

 

Key Principles of the Annual Monitoring Report *i 

1.8 The DCLG guidance stated in section three requires the AMR to present as full an 
analysis in meeting the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act (1990) 
and Town and Country Planning Regulations (2004). Best practice is emerging in 
relation to data gathering and monitoring at and between the local and regional 

                                                 
*i Source: ODPM Local Development Framework Monitoring: A Good Practice Guide, March 2005 
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levels. Planning Policy Statement 12 “Local Spatial Planning” encourages authorities 
to focus more resources on LDF monitoring, particularly as part of the corporate 
monitoring process. 

1.9 Section 3 of the ODPM good practice guide (ODPM Local Development Framework 
Monitoring: A Good Practice Guide, March 2005) considers the publication of the 
AMR. In summary, the main points of the guidance are: 

• AMR’s should present an analysis and in particular take account of core output 
indicators for existing ‘saved’ policies constituting the framework; 

• AMR’s should monitor local development document preparation referenced in the 
LDS, provide an indication of progress against milestones and identify necessary 
adjustments; and 

• Particular importance to the AMR is the reporting of net additional dwellings set in 
context of housing trajectories. 

  
Report Structure 

1.10 This AMR will be the fourth monitoring report produced following the introduction of 
the new planning system in 2004. It will be structured in accordance with the 
following sections: 

 
• Key Contextual Characteristics 
• Approach to Monitoring 
• Local Development Scheme- Local Development Framework 
• Indicators 
• Developing the Annual Monitoring Report 
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2. KEY CONTEXT 
 

North Northamptonshire 

2.1 North Northamptonshire is the name given to the area that is covered by Corby, 
Kettering, Wellingborough and East Northamptonshire Councils. The area is part of 
the Milton Keynes and South Midlands growth area promoted by the Government 
through its Sustainable Communities Plan. Included within the area are the main 
towns of Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough, and a number of other smaller towns 
and many villages. 

2.2 Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough and East Northamptonshire Councils, together with 
Northamptonshire County Council, are working through a Joint Planning Unit to 
create an overall plan for the area. 

 
Development Plan Context 

2.3 The adopted North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy and the ‘saved’ policies 
of the Corby Borough Local Plan and Northamptonshire County Structure Plan form 
a part of the ‘development plan’ for Corby.   

2.4 The development plan also comprises the Regional Spatial Strategy for the East 
Midlands (RSS8) including the Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub Regional 
Strategy. 

2.5 Major growth is promoted across North Northamptonshire and specifically in Corby. 
Focussing on the 'growth towns' of Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough, the area 
will deliver around 52,000 new homes and 44,000 new jobs over the period 2001-
2021 and an indicative 28,000 new homes in the following decade.  In the case of 
Corby a target figure of 16,800 new homes in the period 2001-2021 has been 
provided. 

2.6 RSS8 is currently subject to review and update. Proposed Changes to the Draft East 
Midlands Regional Plan were published, by the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government on 22nd July 2008. It is proposed that rates of development 
are maintained across North Northamptonshire until 2026. Latest information 
available at www.emra.gov.uk  

 
Corby Community Strategy Context 

2.7 The LDF derives from the Council’s Community Strategy (September 2003)*ii, which 
promotes sustainable development of the urban environment and conservation of the 
natural environment.  The strategy is currently under review, but at present, the 
priority objectives include: 

• ‘the holistic and sustainable development of the town’;  

                                                 
*ii For community strategy see http://www.catalyst-corby.co.uk/aboutus/pdf/community_strategy.pdf 
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• the development and conservation of the built and natural environment 
‘to ensure that expansion of the urban area utilises brownfield sites first, 
is sensitive to greenfield areas and has a positive impact on rural 
settlements’;  

• ‘substantial increases in waste recycling’; and  
• ‘encouragement to communities to develop a better environment through 

energy conservation and waste management’. 

2.8 The Community Strategy*iii sets a series of targets including a phased programme to 
bring previously developed land back into use, the development of public transport 
infrastructure and the improvement and maintenance of green space in proportion to 
the expansion of the town.  The Local Strategic Partnership is currently reviewing 
these targets and setting new SMART objectives. These will eventually contribute 
towards the development of local indicators for future AMR’s. 

 

The Aims for the LDF*iv 

2.9 The North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy sets out the vision, objectives and 
core policies for North Northamptonshire. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The objectives stemming from the spatial vision are set out below: 

 
Objective 1: Green Living 
Objective 2: Environment 
Objective 3: Network of Settlements 
Objective 4: Town Centre Focus 
Objective 5: Connectivity and Modal Shift 
Objective 6: Infrastructure and Services 
Objective 7: Economy 

                                                 
*iii Source: Inspirational Corby, Community Strategy 2003-2008 
*iv Source: North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy 

The Vision for North Northamptonshire 
 

North Northamptonshire in 2021 will be a better place: a showpiece for modern green 
living within a high quality environment and a prosperous economy. 
 
A step change of growth in homes and jobs will have been matched by investment in 
infrastructure, services and facilities, creating a more self sufficient area, better able 
to meet the needs of local people and to play an enhanced role in the UK. 
 
A strong network of vibrant settlements with excellent transport connections will have 
developed through growing and regenerating the towns of its urban core and 
strengthening the centres that serve the rural east. These settlements, set within an 
enhanced green framework of living, working countryside will work together to 
provide accessible jobs services and facilities to meet the needs of the growing 
population.  
 
The delivery of high quality development and the protection and enhancement of 
valuable built & natural resources will ensure that growth has brought opportunities 
and benefits to existing communities and provided a safe, healthy and attractive area 
for new residents, visitors and businesses to invest in.
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Objective 8: Quality Of Life 
Objective 9: Regeneration 
Objective 10: Housing Needs 
 

Green Living 
2.10 The Core Spatial Strategy identifies that the River Nene Regional Park will be a key 

mechanism for developing a Green Infrastructure, bringing together public and 
private stakeholders and investment. A Stakeholder Steering Group has been set up 
to support and guide this process in which Corby Borough Council is a member. The 
group comprises of individual representatives from a variety of organisations. The 
creation of this partnership has enabled the project team to incorporate the needs 
and aspirations of a wide array of organisations in the future development of this 
project. 

 
2.11 A network for each of the sub-regional corridors within North Northamptonshire a set 

of priorities for action have been identified in order to provide guidance to 
development proposals by highlighting the specific features of the corridors that need 
to be enhanced and protected. The priorities for action are detailed within the ‘Green 
Infrastructure Strategic Framework’ produced by the River Nene Regional Park 
project. v 
 

2.12 At a local level the priority will be to ensure that links between corridors, open spaces 
and green infrastructure routes are maintained and protected against the pressures 
of development.  The preferred approach is to identify how linkages can be achieved 
along each of the corridors and ensure new development contributes to the provision 
and maintenance of this green infrastructure through Section 106 agreements. 
Future monitoring mechanisms will ensure the protection of areas which are the most 
vulnerable and identify locations where enhancement and new designations should 
be focussed.  

 

Network of Settlements 
2.13 The rural settlements within the Borough of Corby include Cottingham, East Carlton, 

Great Oakley, Gretton, Middleton, Rockingham, Stanion and Weldon.  In addition, the 
majority of Corby’s Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings are located within the 
rural areas and villages thereby providing the principal historic resource for the 
Borough.  The rural parts of the Borough are of considerable importance for 
agriculture and also have great value as landscape assets and for nature 
conservation. Planning policies in relation to the villages have been aimed at control 
and restriction of development so that the character and size of the existing villages 
is maintained. Given the proposed and planned growth of Corby as a town in the 
future, the way in which the development of the urban area will impact on and relate 
to the surrounding villages and rural hinterland will be major issues for consideration 
in the emerging LDF.  

2.14 In accordance with PPG15 and English Heritage Guidance, the Council is 
undertaking an ongoing programme for the preparation of Conservation Area 

                                                 
v http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Submission%20Core%20Spatial%20Strategy%2012th%20February%202007.pdf 
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Appraisals. Since the last AMR, Conservation Area Appraisals and Management 
Plans have been completed for Lloyds Conservation Area and newly designated 
Conservation Area at East Carlton. 

 
Town Centre Focus 
2.15 The town centre plays a central role in the life and economy of Corby. The growth 

agenda presents major opportunities for improvements to the vitality, viability and 
image of the town centre in the future and this will bring attendant economic benefits 
to the Borough as a whole. 

2.16 The town centre has been given particular attention under the LDF the planned 
growth of Corby presents major opportunities for improving its vitality, viability and 
image. 

                    
2.17 A key component of the town centre redevelopment was completed during the 

monitoring period with the opening of the Willow Place Shopping Centre. Other key 
elements of the Town Centre are emerging with development of an international 50 
metre swimming pool and Civic Hub well underway. Further phases of the Town 
Centre development are forthcoming with a planning application submitted for 
Evolution Corby. 

 

Infrastructure and Services 
2.18 Delivering growth options and creating sustainable communities places a high level 

of importance on providing infrastructure such as transport, utilities and community 
provision. To date, Corby has benefited from a brand new £10.22m railway station 
providing fast direct links to St. Pancras, the home of Eurostar and gateway to the 
continent.  Further progress includes construction of the Northern Orbital Road and 
approval of the Southern Corby Link Road, which effectively provide a strategic link 
road round Corby and improves access to the town.  

Economy 
2.19 The RSS8 presents ambitious targets for the growth of Corby including 14,000 new 

jobs to 2021 and a further 8,000 new jobs between 2022 and 2031.  

2.20 Successful delivery of this strategy will see a step changes in the size and quality of 
the local economy. The Council is working in partnership with North Northants 
Development Company to move forward the following key projects: 

• Eurohub Strategic Rail Freight Interchange 

This scheme will create a significant number of jobs and secure Corby’s position as a 
national logistics centre. 

• Corby Enterprise Centre 

A site will be identified to provide offices and workshops for new and growing 
businesses in the town. It will help nurture small businesses and provide a building 
block to the Councils aim to improve the mix of industries in the town. 

Housing Needs 
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2.21 Growth is planned for Corby in terms of 16,800 new dwellings up to 2021, with further 
development to 2031. Achieving the targets for housing growth will require a 
concerted effort by all service providers to bring about the early provision of social 
infrastructure that will be necessary to create balanced and healthy communities in 
Corby.   

2.22 Most of the housing sites identified in the 1997 Corby Local Plan have been 
developed, or are in the process of being developed. As of this monitoring period 
Oakley Vale has delivered over 2000 dwellings of a total 3000 in the outline planning 
permission. 

2.23 The delivery rate of housing in Corby is increasing year upon year. This monitoring 
period has demonstrated the highest rate of completions to date with a total of 463 
net additional dwellings (666 gross) being delivered. 

2.24 As part of the expansion proposals, the regeneration of Corby is being pursued, 
assisted by a level of housing development that would significantly reduce the need 
for in-commuting.  
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3. APPROACH TO MONITORING 
 
3.1 The aim of the AMR is to identify whether policies and objectives set out in the LDF 

have been achieved and whether targets and milestones outlined in the LDS have 
been met.  This report will cover the period 1st April 2007 to 31st March 2008. To fulfil 
some of the requirements set down within the guidance, the following methodologies 
have been applied: 

 
Monitoring Data Collection 

3.2 During the monitoring period, internal staff resources have been reduced by the 
departure of the dedicated monitoring officer. Consequently, the collection of data 
has largely been confined to the indicators contained in last years AMR.  

3.3 In order to meet with the needs and requirements of the AMR, the following actions 
have been addressed over the 2007-2008 period. These are: 

1. Joint Working – Corby Borough Council continues to contribute towards a sub 
regional monitoring group, which has been formed including officers from the four 
North Northamptonshire authorities and the Joint Planning Unit aiming to assist best 
practice.  

2. ICT - The four North Northamptonshire authorities are working with 
Northamptonshire County Council and East Midlands Regional Assembly to pilot 
CDPSmart monitoring software.  This will enhance the monitoring system by linking 
district level monitoring information to regional level monitoring; and will provide a 
good opportunity to take a step towards closer integration of monitoring in 
Northamptonshire. 

3. CAPS uniform software provides the management IT support for Corby Borough 
Council linking together different areas of the Council’s activity. Opportunities to 
improve monitoring arrangements through enhanced use of CAPS will be 
investigated. Potentially, CAPS system will make future year’s AMR’s increasingly 
easier to collect data for, although data on development completions will remain 
difficult, as it is heavily dependant on data from the Local Authority Building Control 
or the private sector. 

3.4 Details of monitoring activities currently undertaken by the Council include: 

• Employment data, retail data and housing completions, including data for RSS8 
annual monitoring; 

• Community Strategy Objectives; and 
• National Indicators. 

 
Consultants 

3.5 The Council recognises the importance of the evidence to support strategies and 
policies set out in LDF documents. A number of consultants have been, or will be, 
appointed to carry out technical studies to assist in policy formulation and establish a 
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sound basis of evidence upon which to frame policies.  These studies include the 
following, which have been progressed since the last AMR.   

• North Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
The study was completed in August 2007 and provides information on the 
requirements for all tenures and types of dwellings in the area, using a robust 
evidence base to inform policy formulation. 

• Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment 
The seven District and Borough Councils in Northamptonshire commissioned a joint 
study, which was completed in March 2008. The final report sets out the Gypsy and 
Traveller accommodation need for Corby. Following completion of the study, the 
Council has started work on the next stage of meeting the additional pitch 
requirements. 

• Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
Work on a joint Housing Land Availability Assessment covering North 
Northamptonshire has commenced and is expected to report in December 2008. This 
will seek to identify all potential sources of housing supply within North 
Northamptonshire to ensure a potential supply of appropriate land for housing over 
the LDF period. The information from the assessment will inform the LDF documents, 
in particular Corby’s Site Specific DPD. 

• Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans 
Two Conservation Areas have been designated during the 2007-2008 period. These 
are Lloyds and East Carlton. Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans 
have been completed for both areas by a Conservation and Listed Buildings 
Consultant. Two existing Conservation Areas are expected to be reviewed in the 
forthcoming year and up to date appraisals and management plans created for each.  

• Strategic Employment Land Assessment 
Northamptonshire Enterprise Ltd has commissioned consultants to undertake an 
employment land review of Northamptonshire, which addresses the employment land 
requirements of the county’s growth agenda. This will examine the period up to 2026 
consistent with the Regional Plan and will be published before the end of the 2008/09 
financial year. 

• Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment has been completed for the borough based 
upon the requirements of PPG25. Updates are required to bring it in line with PPS25 
with the scope of further work currently under consideration. 

       
3.6 The above studies have contributed to the development of Corby Borough Council’s 

LDD’s as background studies to the LDF.  They have proved to be useful in the 
formulation of policies for Corby’s future, for example, 30% affordable housing is 
required in the Core Spatial Strategy as specified in the North Northamptonshire 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment. 

Monitoring Groups and Sub-Regional Working 

3.7 Best practice*vi suggests a number of key factors for successful monitoring. These 
have been met by: 

                                                 
*vi DCLG (2005) Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) - FAQs and Emerging Best Practice 2004-05 [Online] Available from DCLG: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1165524 
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• The establishment of a regional monitoring group to exchange information, 
develop systems and practices on monitoring, and promote consistency and 
efficiency. There is a clear protocol on data specification and transmission of 
local data to Regional Planning Bodies (RPBs); 

• The establishment of sub-regional working between RPBs, Counties and 
LPAs to promote consistency and coordination of data collection. 

3.8 A joint monitoring/working arrangement has been established between the Boroughs 
and County Council of Northamptonshire.  Corby Borough Council has committed 
planning officers to this initiative. This has proven successful in discussing working 
practices and gauging monitoring progress at intervals over the course of the year.  
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4. NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT SCHEME 

 
The Approach to LDF in North Northamptonshire 

4.1 Local planning authorities must prepare a LDF which comprise a folder of Local 
Development Documents (LDD’s) for delivering the spatial strategy for the area. LDD 
comprise Development Plan Documents (DPD) and Supplementary Planning 
Documents, which expand policies set out in DPD or provide additional detail. The 
LDF also includes a Statement of Community Involvement, the Local Development 
Scheme and the Annual Monitoring Report. 

 
4.2 RSS8 encourages the Councils of Corby, East Northamptonshire, Kettering and 

Wellingborough to work together in a complementary way. It advises that joint 
planning documents should be prepared to reflect cross-administrative boundary 
issues that affect more than one district, encouraging joint working in North 
Northamptonshire. 

 

Figure 4.1 - LDF Framework for North Northamptonshire 

 
4.3 The four Councils resolved in the summer of 2004 to produce a joint LDF in order to 

coordinate the production of the plans needed to deliver sustainable development in 
North Northamptonshire.  This will include a Core Spatial Strategy, as well as land 
allocations for development. It will also include other policies setting out standards 
that will be required of new development and Area Action Plans setting out a 
framework for the development of particular areas expected to undergo significant 
changes in the future. 

 

4.4 A Joint Committee has been established under Section 29 of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 to agree elements of the LDF. This involves elected 
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members from the four Districts and the County Council. A Joint Planning Unit has 
been established to coordinate the LDF and, in particular, to prepare joint LDDs. 

4.5 This report is concerned with the administrative area of Corby, although it draws from 
the work of the JPU in preparing coordinated LDS and LDDs. 

 

The Local Development Scheme 

4.6 An updated North Northamptonshire LDS was brought into effect by the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee on 7th June 2007. Subsequent 
amendments to the timetable for Corby’s individual DPD’s were approved by Corby 
Borough Council Local Plan Committee on 13th February 2008.  

4.7 The LDF for North Northamptonshire will comprise a portfolio of LDDs to be prepared 
by the four Districts. The Core Spatial Strategy LDD is to be prepared by a Joint 
Planning Unit and agreed by a Joint Committee. Combined resources are being 
focused on this overarching LDD that requires an integrated approach across the 
four Districts. The Joint Planning Unit will co-ordinate work on other jointly prepared 
LDDs as may be agreed by the Councils including guidance on developer 
contributions and sustainable design.  

4.8 Each District/Borough Council will be responsible for preparing LDDs addressing 
local matters. This might include site-specific development control policies, density 
policies, specific design requirements, as well as specific land allocations for uses 
such as housing, retail, employment etc. Because these are local concerns, joint 
agreement is not required. 

4.9 Based on the LDS that was applicable at the end of the monitoring period, the key 
milestones, for which data are required for the financial year 2007-2008, are shown 
below. 

Table 4.1 - LDS Progress 

 
Local 
Development 
Scheme 
Document 

 
Responsibility 

 
Progress (April 2007-
March 2008) 

 
LDS milestone met 

 
North 
Northamptonshire 
Core Spatial 
Strategy 

 
JPU 

 
Adopted in April 2008 

 
Achieved slightly behind 
schedule with adoption in 
June 2008 

 
Corby Borough Site 
Specific Proposals 

 
CBC 

 
No milestones 

 
N/A 

 
Corby Town Centre 
Area Action Plan 

 
CBC 

 
No milestones 
 

 
N/A 

 
Kingswood Area 
Action Plan 

 
CBC 

 
No milestones 
 

 
N/A. 

 
Danesholme Area 
Action Plan 

 
CBC 

 
No milestones 

 
N/A 
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Corby Borough 
Urban Extension 
Area Action Plan 

 
CBC 

 
Early stakeholder and community 
involvement 

 
Achieved – ongoing 

 
Developer 
Contributions SPD 

 
JPU 

 
Consultation on draft SPD 
between October – December 
2007 

 
Preparation delayed and 
milestone missed 

 
Sustainable Design 
SPD 

 
JPU 

 
Consultation on draft SPD 
between October – December 
2007 

 
Achieved slightly behind 
schedule with consultation 
in April 2008 

 
4.10 The above table has been superseded by significant changes to the LDF programme 

for Corby brought about the Governments revisions to the planning system and in 
response to the levels of development that are underway in the Borough. 

4.11   Commentary in respect to the current position is detailed below. 
 

North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy 
4.12 The Core Spatial Strategy was adopted by the Joint Planning Committee on the 12th 

June 2008. The plan sets out how North Northamptonshire, the biggest single growth 
area outside London which covers the districts of Corby, East Northamptonshire, 
Kettering and Wellingborough will develop over the period to 2021. 

4.13   The Plan is the first strategic plan to be adopted in the East Midlands and the first in 
the UK to be prepared by a number of councils working together. It was adopted two 
months behind the timescale set out in the revised LDS owing to unforeseen 
circumstances that delayed the closure of the examination. 

4.14 The Joint Planning Committee resolved in September 2007 to commence a review of 
the Core Spatial Strategy beginning with options consultation in Summer 2009. This 
review is to meet the requirements of the emerging Regional Plan, including an 
additional 13,975 dwellings in the period 2021-2026 and the recommendations of the 
Core Spatial Strategy Inspector. 

 

Corby Borough Site Specific Proposals 
4.15 The Corby Borough Site Specific Proposals Preferred Options Report was published 

for consultation between May and June 2006. In response to changes to the planning 
system and in local circumstances the document is not being submitted as originally 
anticipated. The Council is considering a further round of consultation prior to 
finalising the Site Specific DPD for publication. It is hoped this will take place in early 
2009 with a view to publication in late 2009 and examination and adoption in 2010. 

 

Kingswood Area Action Plan 
4.16 Preferred Options consultation was completed in March 2007. 



Corby Borough Council 
Annual Monitoring Report 2007-2008  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Corby Borough Council- Local Development Framework- Annual Monitoring Report 2007-2008  
 26

4.17 A separate Kingswood Area Action Plan is no longer required in view of the 
advanced stage of key development proposals. Outstanding matters and consultation 
responses will feed into the preparation of the Site Specific DPD. 

 

Danesholme Area Action Plan and Corby Borough Urban Extension Area Action Plan 
4.18 Some preparatory work on the above documents has been undertaken. However, the 

planning issues will be more effectively addressed through the Site Specific DPD 
supplemented by non-statutory planning documents if needed for greater detail.  

 

Corby Borough Town Centre Area Action Plan 
4.19 Preferred Options consultation was completed in June 2006. 

4.20 A separate Town Centre Area Action Plan is no longer required in view of the 
advanced stage of key development proposals in the town centre. Outstanding 
matters will be more effectively addressed through the Site Specific DPD informed by 
all relevant information collected especially that of the previous consultations.  

 

Developer Contributions SPD 
4.21 The Developer Contributions SPD will supplement Core Spatial Strategy policy 6. 

The early evidence gathering is underway and full public consultation is expected in 
spring 2009. 

 

Sustainable Design SPD 
4.22 The Sustainable Design SPD was adopted by the Joint Planning Committee on the 

12th June 2008 subject to agreement from the constitute authorities that the Joint 
Planning Committee is to be the local planning authority for the joint local 
development documents specified in the LDS. This expands on policies within the 
North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy that relate to design and sustainability, 
in particular policy 13. 

 

Future Progress 

4.23 Assessment of LDF progress up to the end of the calendar year indicates that 
although significant headway has been made on a number of the key LDF 
documents, it is evident that, for a variety of reasons it is necessary to make 
adjustments to the LDS to set out a more realistic and achievable programme for the 
period 2009 – 2012.  

 

 
Saved Policies 
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4.24 The adoption of the Core Spatial Strategy marked the first stage in the formal 
replacement of the Corby Borough Local Plan by the LDF. 15 of the policies of the 
Local Plan were replaced by the adopted Core Spatial Strategy and only 223 of the 
372 policies that remained have been saved and remain operational. It is anticipated 
that most, if not all, of the saved policies will be replaced or superseded by the Site 
Specific DPD which is now in the course of preparation. 

4.25 A survey of the saved Local Plan policies was undertaken, in liaison with the Head of 
Development Control, to identify key issues regarding the use of each policy. The 
results of the survey are contained in Appendix 2 together with a schedule of policies 
and proposals that have been deleted. 

4.26 Future approaches to monitoring policies to test their fitness or purpose are aiming to 
include the following:  

• development control officer questionnaires to identify the individual strengths 
and weaknesses of policies;  

• analysis of planning decisions to identify those policies used to support or 
refuse applications;  

• the monitoring of appeal decisions to examine the effectiveness of policy 
tested with a Planning Inspector. 

 

Supplementary Planning Guidance 

4.27 The following table includes details of adopted SPG that will continue to be regarded 
as a material consideration in the determination of planning applications by Corby 
Borough Council until the new LDDs are adopted: 

 
Table 4.2 - Saved SPG 

Coverage Title of SPG List of supported 
policies 

Corby Building on Tradition – The Rockingham Forest 
Countryside design Summary (July 2000) 

 

Countywide Planning Out Crime in Northamptonshire (February 
2004) 

Structure Plan 
Policy GS5 

Countywide Parking (March 2003) Structure Plan 
Policy T9 &T10 

Countywide Planning Obligations & Local Education Authority School 
Provision (June 2004) 

Structure Plan 
Policy GS6 

Countywide Public Open Space Guidance  
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5. INDICATORS 
 

5.1 The AMR guidelines consider a tiered approach to indicators as appropriate, 
reflecting the fact that different types are required as they each have specific 
purposes. In terms of the LDF, three types of indicators are identified: 

 
Contextual indicators – these establish the baseline position of the wider social, 

environmental and economic circumstances.  The majority of the information 
provided has been taken from the Census or from information collected by 
RSS8. 

Output indicators – these are aimed at measuring quantifiable physical activities 
that are directly related to, and are a consequence of, the implementation of 
planning policies.   

Significant effects indicators – these assess social, economic and environmental 
effects and these should be linked to sustainability appraisal objectives and 
indicators. 

 

Indicators 

5.2 A system has been adopted to provide a quick visual representation of whether 
indicators are showing a positive or negative trend. This is a similar to the system 
that has been adopted for the MKSM AMR and is designed to complement the sub-
regional approach. The system will be used to show whether there has been an 
improvement or deterioration over the monitoring period or base date (2001- where 
data is available). 

▲ Positive - Clear improvement 

► Little or no change 

▼ Negative - Clear deterioration 

■ Insufficient or comparable data 

 

Contextual Indicators 
5.3 The data presented in this report is at a district level. The selection of indicators given 

provide a ‘snap shot’ and will be reviewed and added to annually as monitoring and 
data collection systems are developed. 
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Demographic Context 
Total Population ▲ 

5.4 A key aim of the emerging LDF is the need for a growing population in order to 
achieve growth in housing and employment. The mid-year estimate for 2007 
identifies a population of 55,200, an increase on the 2006 estimate and 3.8% 
increase since 2001 Census.  

5.5 The Council has expressed concern that the Office of National Statistics estimates 
are too low and underestimate the impact of recent growth. 

 

Table 5.1 - Total Population  
 

 2001 Census Mid Year Estimate 
2006 

Mid Year Estimate 
2007 

Corby 53,400 54,800 55,200 

Source: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Expodata/Spreadsheets/D9665.xls 

Northamptonshire demographic model 

Age Structure ▲ 

5.6 The Corby LDF requires job led growth; the working age population of Corby should 
therefore increase. Since the mid-2006 population estimates, the working age 
population of Corby has increased by 1.1%. The balance of the young population and 
the retirement age population has altered slightly, with an increase in the young 
population and a reduction in the retired population since 2006, whereby the younger 
population now commands a slightly higher percent than the retired population.  

Figure 5.1 - Age Structure 

 

Age Structure - Mid 2007
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Source : Mid-2007 Population Estimates 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk=15106 
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Net Migration ▼ 

 
5.7 Corby is the only district in the sub region where there was a net out-migration during 

the period shown below, although very small. The sub region saw a net gain of 
12,853 people. 

 

Table 5.2 - Net Migration 2001 
 

 Net In-migration Net Out-migration Net -migration 

Corby 1,460 1,467 -16 

Source: Census 2001  

 
Households ► 
 
5.8 Corby has a relatively high percentage of Owner Occupied / Private Rented 

households at a value of 77.8%. Corby has a fairly high number of Local Authority 
dwellings at 19.4%, as well as a low percentage of Registered Social Landlord 
properties at a value of 2.8%, compared to the East Midlands and England as a 
whole. Information for tenure of dwellings is not available past 2005 at a regional and 
national level. 

Figure 5.2 - Tenure of Dwellings 2005 

 
Source: Housing Strategy Statistical Appendix 2006 and ONS Labour Force Survey 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/housing/xls/153641 
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Homelessness ▲ 

 

5.9 Between 2003 and 2005 Corby experienced a small decline in homelessness (0.3%), 
however the East Midlands and England have seen greater decline over the same 
period. This is the most up to date information available regarding homelessness. 

 

Figure 5.3 - Homelessness 2003-2005 
 

 
Source: Neighbourhood Statistics <neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk> 

 

Economic Context 
Commercial Land Uses ► 

5.10 Commercial Land Use: To date, there are no updates available for the number of 
commercial and industrial units in the 2007-2008 period. Based on the 2005-2006 
figures, Corby experienced a small increase in retail and warehousing and a small 
decline in offices and factories.  This is in contrast to the trends seen across the sub 
region, with the exception of warehousing. 

Table 5.3 - Number of Commercial & Industrial Units 2005-2006 
 
2005 
 

 
Retail 

 
Offices 

 
Factories 

 
Warehouses 

 

Corby 382 204 504 208 

East Midlands 38669 19240 26654 16549 

England 516864 310707 246470 189631 
Source: Neighbourhood Statistics*vii  

                                                 
*vii Neighbourhood Statistics (2006) ‘Commercial and Industrial Floorspace and Rateable Value Statistics’ [Online] Available 
from Neighbourhood Statistics: 

Homelessness 2003-2005

Corby

East Midlands

England

-2 -1.5 -1 -0.5 0

% Change 
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Floor Space ▲▼ 

Table 5.4 - Floor space by land Use Type (1000m2) 2005-06 
  
2005 
 

 
Retail 
 

Offices 
 

Factories 
 

Warehouses 
 

Corby 102 52 1053 628 
East Midlands 7517 5127 24334 16047 
England 97273 94216 204237 142853 

Source: Neighbourhood Statistics*viii  

5.11 Corby has seen a 90,000m2 increase in warehouse floor space plus a marked 
increase in factory floor space (258,000m2 in comparison to 2004 data). Office floor 
space has remained relatively static in comparison to the previous year whilst retail 
floor space has declined slightly. 

 

Retail ► 

Table 5.5 - Zone A Retail Rents (£ per m2 p.a.) 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 %Change 
2002-2006 

Corby 538 538 646 646 700 30.1% 

Source: Donaldsons (2006)  

5.12 Corby has experienced growth in retail rents over the period 2002-2006 (with an 
increased percentage change since 2005), as has been experienced in the sub 
region. 

 

Vacancy ▼ 

Table 5.6 - Percentage Commercial & Industrial Vacancy Rates 2004 

 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 % Change 

Corby 7% 8% 10% +3 

England 8% 9% 9% +1 

Source: DCLG 2006 <www.communities.gov.uk>  

 

                                                                                                                                                        
http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=277053&c=CORBY&d=13&e=8&g=472235&i=
1001x1003x1004&m=0&enc=1&dsFamilyId=934 
 
*viii Neighbourhood Statistics (2006) ‘Commercial and Industrial Floorspace and Rateable Value Statistics’ [Online] Available 
from Neighbourhood Statistics: 
http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/LeadTableView.do?a=7&b=277053&c=CORBY&d=13&e=8&g=472235&i=
1001x1003x1004&m=0&enc=1&dsFamilyId=934 
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5.13 Corby has experienced a 3% increase in Commercial and Industrial vacant units 
compared to a 1% increase in the rest of England since 2002. 

 

Enterprise ▲ 

 

5.14 VAT registrations provide a proxy measure for the level of enterprise through 
measuring business start-ups over the VAT threshold (£55,000 annual turnover). 
Corby has experienced a percentage change increase of 9.8% on the 2005 recorded 
figure, in comparison to the -0.8% national average.  Corby is now only 4.2% below 
the national average (a reduction of 4.1% on last year) and showing a trend in 
reducing the gap between Corby and the national figure. 

 

Table 5.7 - VAT registrations per 10,000 adult population 2004-2006 

 2004 2005 2006 % Change 

Corby 30.1 31.6 34.7 9.8% 

England 39.8 39.1 38.8 -0.8% 

Source: www.fti.neighbourhood.gov.uk  

5.15 VAT registrations and de-registrations are the best official guide to the pattern of 
business start ups and closures. They are an indicator of the level of 
entrepreneurship and of the health of the business population. Corby has 
experienced an 11% increase on new business registrations from 2005 to 2006, 
compared to 0.65% increase regionally and 0.27% nationally. 

 

Table 5.8 - VAT registrations by industry 2004-2006 

Year Corby 
(businesses) 

East Midlands 
(businesses) 

Great Britain 
(businesses) 

2004 125 12,385 179,580 

2005 135 12,240 177,285 

2006 150 12,320 177,765 

Source: DTI Small Business Service 
 

Economic Activity ▼ 

 

5.16 Of the people in Corby who are of working age (i.e. those aged 16 to 64 for men or 
16 to 59 for women) the employment rate was 79.7% during 2006/2007 compared 
with an average for the East Midlands of 80.5%. Economic activity levels in Corby 
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have fallen by 2.3 % in the 2006-2007 period but remains only 0.8% below the 
regional average and 1.1% above the national average.  

 
Figure 5.4 - % of Working Age Population Economically Active 2003-2006 
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Labour Force Survey, NOMIS 2006  

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/2038431997/report.aspx#tabvat 

 
Education & Training                    
Qualifications ▼ 

5.17 The provision of a suitably qualified workforce will be essential to ensure the 
continued growth of the local economy. In 2006, the percentage of people in Corby aged 16 
years or older with no qualifications has risen by 3.8% and now stands at 18.8%.  This is 
4.9% higher than the East Midlands. Nationally 27.4% of people aged 16 or above have an 
NVQ4 equivalent or above, 9.6% higher than Corby at 17.8%. It is important however to note 
that this figure has improved considerably from 8.7% in 2004.  
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Figure 5.5 - % of people with / without Qualifications 
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Source: Annual Population Survey 2006 

 https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/2038431997/report.aspx?town=corby 
 
Deprivation ▲ 
5.18 The Indices of Multiple Deprivation measures levels of deprivation across every local 

authority area in England based upon a number of indicators across seven domains, 
including income, employment, health, deprivation and disability, educations, skills 
and training, barriers to housing and services, living environment and crime. In 
previous monitoring reports the percentage of people living in the most deprived 
areas has been recorded. This data was not readily available from 2007 returns; 
therefore a national comparison has been presented. 
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Table 5.9 - Multiple Deprivation 2007 

 2004 2007 

Corby Borough Council 
Local Authority Ranking 
within England 
354 Local Authorities in total 
ranked from 1 as the most 
deprived, to 354 the least 
deprived  

60 66 

Source: Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007 

5.19 The borough has seen an improvement in its overall ranking within England rising 
from 60 in 2004 to 66 in 2007 which shows an overall decease in the levels of 
deprivation.  

 

Output Indicators 

Core Output Indicators 
5.20 Core output indicators are a consistent data source, the findings from these 

indicators can be used by Regional Planning Bodies to build up a regional picture of 
spatial planning performance. The following core output indicators have been taken 
from the Regional Spatial Strategy and the Local Development Framework Core 
Output Indicators Update 2/2008 (DCLG July 2008). 

 
Table 5.10 - Business Development ► 

BD1 Total amount of additional 
employment floorspace 

Use Class 

Net (m²) Gross (m²) 

BD2 % gross 
amount on 
previously 
developed 
land 

B1a 1452 1452 88% 

B1b 0 0 n/a 

B1c 730 730 100% 

B2 2345 2345 100% 

B8 8916 8916 100% 

Total 13443 13443 99% 
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5.21 A total of 13443m² of employment land floor space has been developed within 2007-
2008. In total 4.38 hectares of new employment land has been completed which 
represents a reduction compared to the last monitoring period. However the amount 
of development on previously development land has increased. 

 
Table 5.11 –Employment Land Available – by type ► 

Use Class BD3 Available Land (Ha) 

B1 30.3 

B2 6.2 

B8 99.6 

Unclassified B1-B8 53.9 

Total 190 

 
5.22 Table 5.11 above demonstrates that Corby has a large and varied supply of 

employment land. This provides an overall surplus of employment land in relation to 
the requirements of the Core Spatial Strategy. The small oversupply is proposed as 
part of the employment land portfolio for the Borough that provides a choice of sites 
both in terms of quality and quantity. 

 
Table 5.12 – Town Centre Uses ■ 

Use Class Total amount of 
floorspace 
developed (m²) 

BD4 Total amount of 
floorspace within the 
town centre (m²) 

A1 10,163 9977 

A2 144 144 

B1a 1452 0 

D2 0 0 

 
5.23 Approximately 86% of these completions were within the town centre. This amounted 

to 10,121m². For this particular year, completed floorspace was dominated by the 
work completed at the Willow Place Shopping Centre.   

 
Table 5.13 – H1 Plan period and housing targets 

Start of Plan period 2001 
End of Plan period 2021 
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Total Housing Required 16,800 
Source of Plan Target North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy 

 
 
Table 5.14 – H2 Housing Trajectory 

(a) Net additional dwellings over the previous 5 year period or 
since the start of the relevant DPD period, whichever is the 
longer 

1937 (2068 gross) 

(b) Net additional dwellings for the reporting year 497 (666 gross) 
(c) Projected net dwellings up to the end of the relevant DPD 

period or over a ten year period from its adoption, whichever is 
the longer 

14366 

(d) Managed delivery target See housing trajectory 

 
Figure 5.6 – H3 Percentage of dwellings on previously developed land ▼ 
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5.24 The percentage of dwellings completed on previously developed land is much lower 

than the figure for last years monitoring period because a detailed re-examination of 
housing data identified evidence that restoration on Oakley Vale had been made 
through development control procedures and therefore the land that was formerly 
considered brownfield is now considered greenfield. With the majority of completions 
for 2007/08 being on Oakley Vale, the result has been a significant decrease in the 
percentage of new and converted dwellings on previously developed land. 

 
Table 5.15 – Net additional pitches (Gypsy and Traveller) ► 
H4 Net additional pitches (Gypsy and Traveller) None 

5.25 No additional pitches have been delivered over the monitoring period; however, 14 
pitches are expected to be delivered within the Borough in due course. At March 
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2008 there were three unauthorised tolerated pitches at the New Age Travellers site 
along Gretton Brook Road. 

 
Table 5.16 – Gross Affordable housing completions ► 
H5 Gross Affordable housing completions None 

5.26 There have been no affordable housing completions during the 2007/08 monitoring 
period. However over 145 additional affordable houses are in the pipeline, which are 
expected to be delivered within the next two years.  Additionally the Council is 
seeking to fast track affordable homes delivery programme with the new Homes and 
Communities Agency and the supply of units is expected to increase with the 
application of policy 15 of the Core Spatial Strategy that sets a 30% target.   

 
Table 5.17 – Housing Quality – Building for Life Assessments ■ 
H4 Net additional pitches (Gypsy and Traveller) Not currently available 

5.27 This information is not yet monitored. The North Northamptonshire Joint Planning 
Committee has adopted a Sustainable Design SPD which is expected to eventually 
be adopted by the constitute authorities, at which point the Core Output Indicator will 
be easier to monitor as part of the implementation of the SPD. 

 
Table 5.18 - Flood Protection and Water Quality ▼ 
E1 Number of planning permissions granted contrary to the advice of 

the Environment Agency on flooding and water quality 
1 

5.28 The Environment Agency objects to developments which may be at risk of flooding, 
or which may impact adversely on flood risk elsewhere.  The Agency compiles 
information on the above data, whereby they have objected to development or have 
provided Corby Borough Council with a planning condition.  This is to ensure 
development complies with PPS25: Development and Flood Risk whereby it is stated 
that flood risk is properly taken into account in the planning of developments. 

 
Table 5.19 – Biodiversity ■ 
E2 Change in areas of biodiversity importance Not currently available 

5.29 Corby Borough falls within the RSS Biodiversity Conservation Area of Rockingham 
Forest.  The majority of valued conservation sites in Corby are associated both with 
quarried and brownfield sites, woodland (including ancient woodland) and forest and 
parkland landscapes. The newly formed Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records 
Centre (NBRC) is currently considering resources to support recording requirements; 
however NBRC data is currently not suitable for a baseline dataset for monitoring. 
Further details on the NBRC can be found on the Northamptonshire County Council 
websiteix 

 

                                                 
ix http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/Environment/Natural/asp_archive/LRC.htm 
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Table 5.20 - Renewable energy ■ 

E3 Renewable energy capacity installed by type Not currently available 

5.30 Data for the average Standard Assessment Procedure for Energy rating of dwellings 
is not currently available.  New measures are being introduced to record the number 
of renewable energy schemes introduced within Corby through planning permissions. 

 
Local Indicators 
5.31 Local indicators relate to local circumstances and issues and are intended to 

supplement core output indicators in assessing policy implementation. Local 
indicators should also be closely tailored to local policy and developed on an 
incremental basis over time. It is intended to develop local indicators over time, 
reflecting changing policy monitoring needs of the authority, the development of 
monitoring experience, the quality of available data and the availability of resources. 
These will be reported in future AMR’s as the preparation of the individual LDDs is 
progressed. For this report a number of performance indicators, that measures the 
rate of progress in achieving the ‘One Corby’ corporate priorities, have been 
considered together with local indicators developed during the monitoring period. 

5.32 The following local indicators have been collated for the fourth AMR:  

 
Table 5.21 - Local Indicators 

Local Indicator Target Performance 
2006-2007 

Performance 
2007-2008 

Comment 

% household waste 
recycled 

21% 18.61% 

▲ 

19.03% 

▲ 

High performance 
figures has resulted 
in the target being 
increased from 12% 
to 21% for 2007/08 

% people satisfied 
with cleanliness of 
their area 

75% 63% 

▼ 

Not currently 
available 

 

% of household 
waste composted 

 

19% 12.05% 

▲ 

19.35% 

▲ 

High performance 
figures has resulted 
in the target being 
increased from 6% to 
19% for 2007/08 

Losses of 
employment land 

Target to be 
set 

Not monitored 

for 2005-2006 

AMR 

0 

■ 

Policy 11 of the Core 
Spatial Strategy 
seeks to safeguard 
existing employment 
sites and 
employment 
allocations. No 
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employment land was 
lost within the 
Borough within the 
monitoring period. 

Previously 
developed land that 
has been vacant or 
derelict for more 
than 5 years 

Target has 
to be set 

Not monitored 

for 2006-2007 

AMR 

5.21% 

■ 

Corby has a total of 
1862 hectares of 
developed land; 97 
hectares of 
previously developed 
land has been vacant 
or derelict for five 
years or longer, 
which equates to 
5.21% 

Violent crime per 
year, 1000 
population in the 
Local Authority Area 

24.4 13.2 

■ 
28.8 

▲ 

Indicator has been 
revised compared to 
previous monitoring 
reports to reflect 
changes in the way 
crime is recorded. 

 

Table 5.22 – Density of completed dwellings ► 

Density Percentage of total dwellings 

Less than 30 dwellings per hectare 5% 

Between 30 and 50 dwellings per 
hectare 

87% 

Above 50 dwellings per hectare 8% 

 

5.33 The table above sets out the percentage of total dwellings developed within the 
Borough during the accounting period and the degree to which the guidance in PPS3 
has been met in density terms. 95% of completed dwellings in 2007/8 were at a 
density above the national indicative minimum. 
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Table 5.23 – Public Transport 

 

 
 
 

  Access within 30 minutes (1=yes, 0=no) to nearest: 

LOCATION 

No. 
Houses
(gross) GP

General 
Hospital School 

Employment 
centre

Retail 
centre

OCCUPATION ROAD 45 1 0 1 1 1
OFF TELFORDS LANE 10 1 0 1 1 1
BEANFIELD 1 1 0 1 1 1
COTTINGHAM 2 1 0 1 0 1
GRETTON 1 1 0 1 0 1
HEADWAY - APPLETONGATE 45 1 0 1 1 1
OAKLEY VALE 520 1 0 1 1 1
LAND OFF GAINSBOROUGH ROAD 29 1 0 1 1 1
STANION 1 1 1 1 1 1
WELDON 12 1 0 1 1 1
TOTAL 666      
       

 
Total houses on new sites with 30 minutes 
access (out of 666) 666 1 666 663 666
% of houses with 30 minute access 100% 0.2% 100% 99.5% 100%
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Housing Trajectories 
5.34 This forms one of the key LDF core output indicators.  Local planning authorities are 

required to monitor housing delivery.  Regulation 48(7) and paragraph 4.47 of 
Planning Policy Statement 12 “Local Spatial Planning” require LDFs to include 
information on housing policy and performance. 

5.35 Housing trajectories should consider past rates of housing completions and 
conversions and projected completions and conversions to the end of the specified 
period or 10 years from the adoption of the relevant Development Plan Document, 
whichever is the longer. 

5.36 The following table outlines the Council’s full trajectory to 2021. According to the 
North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy, housing provision in Corby for each 
of the five year phases over the period 2001- 2021 should be made at the following 
average annual rates: 

2001-2006 = 298 dwellings per annum 
2006-2011 = 929 dwellings per annum 
2011-2016 = 955 dwellings per annum 
2016-2021 = 1178 dwellings per annum 
Total for 2001-2021 = 16,800 dwellings. 

Table 5.24 - Housing Trajectory, Corby Borough Council 

  
2001-
07 

2007-
08 

2008-
09 

2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

2012-
13 

2013-
21 TOTALS 

Completions (Net) 1937 497       2400 

Oakley Vale    317 318 317    952 

Town Centre   18   75 75 320 488 

Small Permissions (<10 dwellings)   31 32 32    95 

Land West of Stanion   110 250 250 250 158  1018 

North Eastern Urban Extension    155 380 420 540 3840 5335 

Western Urban Extension        4000 4000 
Remaining Proposed Housing 
Allocations     117 160 171 679 1127 

Remaining Housing Permissions   264 158 63 48   533 

Remaining Local Plan allocations   13 14 68 87 116 231 529 

Demolitions   -81      -81 

Totals 1937 497 672 886 1289 1028 1048 9032 16600 

Cumulative Provision 1937 2443 3106 4033 5347 6387 7447 16600 16600 

CSS Requirement 2419 929 929 929 929 955 955 8755 16,800 

Cumulative CSS Requirement 2419 3348 4277 5206 6135 7090 8045 16800 16,800 

Annual Shortfall/over provision -482 -432 -257 -2 385 85 105   

Overall Shortfall/over provision 991 1033 1053 1064 1041 1039 1011 200 -200 
 
N.B. Please see Appendix3 or full breakdown of 2013-2021 figures 
 

2001-08 Reported Figures 
 
5.37 The trajectory denotes how the Council envisages housing being annually delivered 

across the Borough to 2021 with reference to the strategic target of 16,800 dwellings 
as required by the adopted North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy. The 
trajectory takes into account housing completions which have already occurred 
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across the Borough between April 2001-March 2008 and factors in demolitions, 
existing commitments, assumptions regarding the town centre and proposed housing 
sites identified through the emerging LDF. 

5.38 Phasing assumptions are based upon the in-house knowledge of council officers and 
developer-provided data and as such the above is deemed a robust picture of how 
development is envisaged to 2021 at a December 2008 viewpoint. It is important to 
note here that development is never a static process and the above will ultimately be 
outdated rapidly. 

5.39 Since 2001, Corby has experienced a step increase in annual housing completions. 
The number of homes completed during the monitoring period was the highest since 
the plan period begun. However, the housing trajectory demonstrates that there is an 
under provision of housing in relation to the annual requirement at present. Net 
completions since 2001 total 2434; which mean that an additional 14,366 dwellings 
must be built before 2021.  

5.40 The housing trajectory illustrates there is a housing shortfall of around 200 dwellings 
across the plan period. 

5.41 Appendix 1 provides detailed information on five year housing land supply, which is 
summarised in table 5.25. It reveals that the Council does have a 5 year supply of 
deliverable sites for housing. 

 
Table 5.25 – Five year housing supply summary 

Source Number of homes 

Local Plan Allocations 426 

Planning Permissions 3937 

Proposed Allocations 398 

Town Centre 150 

Demolitions -81 

TOTAL 4830 

  

CSS adjusted requirement 2008-2013 4770 

 
5.42 The Council in partnership with the North Northamptonshire local planning authorities 

commissioned a Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment to identify additional 
potential housing supply in line with the requirements of PPS3. The study is expected 
to be completed in December 2008 and will feed into the emerging LDF, in particular 
the Corby Borough Site Specific DPD that will identify sites and provide a strategy to 
ensure that housing supply is managed and maintained, which in turn will address 
the shortfall predicted above. 

 

Significant Effects Indicators 
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5.43 These assess the significant social, environmental and economic effects of policies, 
which are undertaken through Sustainability Appraisals incorporating Strategic 
Environmental Assessments.   

5.44 The adopted North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy was subject to a 
Sustainability Appraisal incorporating the requirements of the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment.  

5.45 The implementation of policies and their resulting significant effects will be monitored 
as the Core Spatial Strategy is applied. At this stage there are no significant effects 
of policy implementation to be identified as the Core Spatial Strategy has only 
recently been adopted and further work will be undertaken during the Sustainability 
Appraisal process for preparing subsidiary DPDs to develop a suitable set of 
monitoring indicators which will be drawn upon in reporting future AMR’s. 
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6. DEVELOPING THE ANNUAL MONITORING REPORT 
 

6.1 The AMR will systematically improve as Corby Borough Council becomes more 
accustomed to the LDF system and as the production of DPDs progresses.  The 
current report highlights the areas that Corby Borough Council can build on as part of 
the overall aim towards improving their monitoring framework. 

 
6.2 A comprehensive and effective monitoring system is fundamental to judging the 

achievement of targets set out in policies and the successful delivery of the LDS. In 
order to meet with the needs and requirements of identifying how indicators can be 
monitored.  The AMR will be developed and amended in conjunction with progress 
on the preparation of DPDs. 

 
6.3 Local Indicators will be reviewed over time to ensure that they reflect changing policy 

monitoring needs.  This will reflect the availability and quality of data sources and 
their relevance to the local area. 
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7. GLOSSARY  
 
Annual Monitoring Report 
Produced by the Council to provide an assessment of the progress made against targets and 
the performance of policies.  The monitoring period is April to March. 
 
Area Action Plans 
Area Action Plans are used to provide the planning framework for areas where significant 
change or conservation is needed.  A key feature of Area Action Plans will be the focus on 
implementation.  They will deliver the planned ‘growth’ areas and resolve conflicting 
objectives in the areas subject to the major development pressures. 
 
Biodiversity 
The whole variety of life on earth.  It includes all species of plants and animals, their genetic 
variation and the ecosystems of which they are a part. 
 
Brownfield 
Previously-developed land (PDL).  In the sequential approach this is preferable to Greenfield 
land.  Previously-developed land is that which is or was occupied by a permanent structure, 
including the curtilage of the development.  Previously-developed land may occur in both 
built-up and rural settings.  A precise definition is included in Planning Policy Statement Note 
3 ‘Housing’. 
 
Development Plan 
The Statutory Development Plan is the starting point in the consideration of planning 
applications for the development or use of land.  The Development Plan consists of Regional 
Spatial Strategies prepared by the regional planning bodies; saved policies and proposals of 
the County Structure Plan and Local Plan; Development Plan Documents prepared by the 
District, and Borough Councils, with Minerals and Waste Development Plan Documents, 
prepared by County Councils. 
 
Development Plan Documents (DPD) 
The Local Development Framework is partly comprised of Local Development Documents.  
This includes Development Plan Documents within it, which in turn comprises the Core 
Spatial Strategy, Site Allocations, Proposals Map and potentially General or Generic 
Development Control Policies and Area Action Plans. 
 
Greenfield 
Land which has not been developed before.  Applies to most sites outside built-up area 
boundaries. 

 
Growth Towns 
The three larger towns of Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough identified in the Regional 
Spatial Strategy (RSS8) as taking most of the growth in housing and jobs and supporting 
services in North Northamptonshire. 
 
Habitat 
The natural home or environment of a plant or animal. 
 
Infrastructure 
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A collective term for services such as roads, electricity, sewerage, water, education and 
health facilities. 
 
North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy 
The Core Spatial Strategy sets the key elements of the planning framework for the area.  It is 
comprised of a spatial vision and strategic objectives for the area; a spatial strategy; core 
policies; and a monitoring and implementation framework with clear objectives for achieving 
delivery.  All other Development Plan Documents must be in conformity with it. 
 
Joint Planning Unit 
The Planning Unit established by Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough and East 
Northamptonshire Councils, together with Northamptonshire County Council.  The Joint 
Planning Unit comprises of planning officers drawn form the above authorities and is co-
ordinating the preparation of a Local Development Framework for North Northamptonshire. 
 
Local Development Document (LDD) 
The Local Development Framework will be partly comprised of the Local Development 
Document, prepared by District and Borough Councils.  These documents include the 
Statement of Community Involvement; Supplementary Planning Documents; and 
Development Plan Documents (being the Core Spatial Strategy, Site Specific Allocations, and 
Proposals Map). 
 
Local Development Framework (LDF) 
The Local Development Framework is not a statutory term; however it sets out, in the form of 
a portfolio/folder, the Local Development Documents which collectively deliver the spatial 
planning strategy for the local planning authority’s area.  The Local Development Framework 
will be comprised of Local Development Documents, and Supplementary Planning 
Documents.  The Local Development Framework will also include the Statement of 
Community Involvement, the Local Development Scheme and the Annual Monitoring Report. 
 
Local Development Scheme (LDS) 
This is a public statement of the Council’s programme for the production of Local 
Development Documents.  The scheme will be revised when necessary.  This may either be 
as a result of the Annual Monitoring Report which should identify whether the Council has 
achieved the timetable set out in the original scheme, or if there is a need to revise and/or 
prepare new local development documents. 
 
Local Plan 
A development plan prepared by the Local Planning Authority setting out detailed policies and 
site specific proposals for the development and use of land.  Saved elements of these plans, 
which are being replaced by Local Development Frameworks, will continue to operate for a 
time until replaced by Local Development Documents. 
 
Master Plan 
A type of planning brief outlining the preferred usage of land and the overall approach to the 
layout of a development.  To provide detailed guidance for subsequent planning applications. 
 
Milton Keynes South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy 
The Sub-Region is one of four growth areas in the wider South East promoted by the 
Government through its Sustainable Communities Plan (2003) which seeks to increase 
housing supply; address issues concerning skills and the labour market; tackle deprivation 
and tackle transport and other infrastructure issues.  The Milton Keynes and South Midlands 
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Sub-Regional Strategy forms the Northamptonshire element of the Regional Spatial Strategy 
for the East Midlands. 
 
Planning Policy Guidance Notes (PPG) Planning Policy Statements (PPS) 
Central Government produce Planning Policy Guidance Notes, to be replaced by Planning 
Policy Statements which direct planning in the country. 
 
Proposals Map 
Illustrates an ordnance survey base map with the policies and proposals of the Local 
Development Framework (where such policies and proposals can be shown). 
 
Regional Spatial Strategy for the East Midlands (RSS8) 
This document sets out proposals for the sustainable development of the Region’s economy, 
infrastructure, housing and other land uses.  The Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-
Regional Strategy forms the Northamptonshire element of the Regional Spatial Strategy for 
the East Midlands. 

Regional Planning Guidance (RPG) / Regional Spatial Strategies (RSS)  
Central Government produces Regional Planning Guidance Notes, to be replaced by 
Regional Spatial Strategies which direct planning in the Regions. Current Regional Planning 
Guidance East Midlands (RSS8) covers the period up to 2021 setting the framework for the 
longer term future.  

Saved Plan 
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 allows for existing plans to be ’saved’; that 
is they will remain a material consideration (i.e. has to be taken into account) as part of the 
development plan. 

Saved Policy 
A policy from an existing development plan that has been ’saved’ in the manner described in 
Saved Plan.  

Sequential Approach 
A planning principle that seeks to identify, allocate or develop certain types or locations of 
land before others. For example, brownfield sites before Greenfield sites or town centre retail 
sites before out-of-centre sites.  In terms of employment a sequential approach would favour 
an employment use over mixed use and mixed use over non-employment uses.  

Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)  
This sets out the standards to be achieved by the local authority in involving the community in 
the preparation, alteration and continuing review of all Local Development Documents and 
planning applications. The Statement is a clear public statement enabling the community to 
know how and when they will be involved in the preparation of Local Development 
Documents and how they will be consulted on planning applications.  

Submission 
The final stage in preparation of Development Plan Documents and the Statement of 
Community Involvement. The documents are sent to the Secretary of State and an 
Independent Examination will be held into the soundness of the particular document.  

Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) / Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD)  
Where prepared under the new planning system, Supplementary Planning Documents will be 
included in the Local Development Framework and will form part of the planning framework 
for the area. Supplementary Planning Documents may cover a range of issues, both topic and 



Corby Borough Council 
Annual Monitoring Report 2007-2008  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Corby Borough Council- Local Development Framework- Annual Monitoring Report 2007-2008  
 50

site specific, which may expand policy or provide further detail to policies in a Development 
Plan Document.  

Sustainable Community Strategy 
This sets out the broad vision for the local authority’s area and proposals for delivering that 
vision in partnership.  The Sustainable Community Strategy is not part of the planning system 
nor are planning decisions made on what it says but the Local Development Framework is 
required to link with the Community Strategy and vice-versa. 

Sustainable Development 
In broad terms this means development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The Government has 
set out five guiding principles for sustainable development in its strategy ’Securing the future - 
UK Government strategy for sustainable development’. The five guiding principles, to be 
achieved simultaneously, are: Living within environmental limits; Ensuring a strong healthy 
and just society; Achieving a sustainable economy; Promoting good governance; and Using 
sound science responsibly.  

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) / Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)  
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires Local Development Documents to 
be prepared with a view to contributing to the achievement of sustainable development. A 
Sustainability Appraisal is a systematic appraisal process. The purpose of a Sustainability 
Appraisal is to appraise the social, environmental and economic effects of the strategies and 
policies in a Local Development Document from the outset of the preparation process. This 
will ensure that decisions are made that accord with sustainable development.  
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8. APPENDICES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 1
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Housing land supply methodology 

Calculating dwelling requirement 
Policy 7 of the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy sets out the rates of 
housing provision in Corby until 2021. For the period 2008 until 2011 the average 
rate of delivery should be 929 dwellings per year; and for the period 2011 until 2013 
the average rate of delivery should be 955 dwellings per year; providing 4679 
additional dwellings.  

Although rates of house building across North Northamptonshire are increasing, 
particularly in Corby, completions in the period 2001 to 2008 fell short of the strategic 
requirements. Dwellings that aren’t built each year do not disappear from the 
Borough’s requirement, but are instead added to the requirement for the rest of the 
Plan period. In this context it is necessary to increase levels of development later in 
the plan period compared to the Core Spatial Strategy. 

Between 2001 and 2008 a total of 2434 net additional dwellings were completed in 
the Borough. By April 2008 the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy 
requirement indicated that 3348 should be completed. This means that there is a 
shortfall of 914 dwellings. 

Based on prevailing market conditions the under supply is realistically expected to be 
addressed in a staggered manner as set below: 

• 10% of the dwellings shortfall in the first 5 year period (i.e. 2008-2013) – 
equating to 91 dwellings of the 914 shortfall; 

• 30% of the dwellings shortfall in the second 5 year period (i.e. 2013-2018) – 
equating to 274 dwellings of the 914 shortfall; and 

• 60% of the dwellings shortfall in the final years of the plan period (i.e. 2018-
2021) – equating to 549 dwellings of the 914 shortfall. 

Based on this calculation the dwelling requirement is 4770 additional dwellings. 

Identifying five year supply of deliverable housing sites 
Planning Policy Statement 3 on housing seeks to ensure that the planning system 
delivers a flexible, responsive supply of land. One of the requirements of PPS3 is that 
Local Planning Authorities identify sufficient specific deliverable sites to deliver the 
first five years of the housing requirement. 

PPS3 states that for sites to be considered deliverable they need to be available, 
suitable and achievable within a five year period. The five year supply can include: 

• site allocated in the Development Plan (i.e. Local Plans); 

• sites that have planning permission; and 

• specific unallocated brownfield sites that have the potential to make a 
significant contribution to housing delivery in the five year period 

To establish whether there is a five year supply of deliverable housing land in the 
Borough, many of the sites identified in the housing trajectory have not been 
considered for the purposes of this assessment. Pending the review of the recently 
completed Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment the assessment has been 
confined to existing planning permissions, remaining saved Local Plan allocations 
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and brownfield sites identified in the emerging LDF being assessed and a judgement 
made about whether they are available, suitable or achievable. This assessment has 
been based on the following assumptions.  

For sites to be considered available they will be: 

• under construction; 

• have planning permission or be a saved allocation in the Corby Borough 
Local Plan or be a brownfield site that is identified within the emerging LDF; 
and 

• be owned, or thought to be owned by a developer, or have known developer 
interests; or be advertised for sale  

For sites to be considered suitable PPS3 indicates that they should offer a suitable 
location for development which would contribute to the creation of sustainable mixed 
communities. For those sites with planning permission, allocated in the Local Plan or 
identified within the emerging LDF this assessment of suitability will have formed part 
of the decision to grant planning permission or allocate the site. Therefore the above 
sites are considered to be suitable sites. 

For sites to be achievable there should be a reasonable prospect that housing will be 
delivered on the site in five years. Sites are considered achievable if: 

• they are under construction; 

• there are no known ownership constraints; and 

• there are no known physical or environmental constraints 

Where possible developer and landowner input has been sought regarding the 
assumptions made in the assessment. 

In determining land supply PPS3 states that an allowance should not be made for 
windfalls unless robust evidence of genuine local circumstances can be provided. 

In the case of Corby, the Council believes that there are genuine local circumstances 
that prevent certain windfall sites being identified.  Proposals to redevelop and 
restructure Corby town centre mean that the housing capacity cannot be assessed 
by conventional methods. The Urban Housing Capacity Study estimated that the 
regeneration of the town centre will continue to make a contribution to housing land 
supply at 488 dwellings to 2021. 

Significantly, a planning application has been submitted by town centre owners Land 
Securities regarding plans to develop up to 350 dwellings in the town centre with 
work expected to commence in 2012. 

The regeneration of Corby will inevitably involve the demolition of some properties 
and an allowance should be made for the housing regeneration programme where 
sites are identified. Current information indicates that demolition of 81 properties at 
Danesholme, Corby will take place within the 5 year period. 
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Detailed list of five year supply within Corby Borough Council 
   

Corby Borough Council Local Plan Saved Allocations 
  

Location Area (ha) Comment Total to 
come 
forward 
2008-2013 

R4 Pen Green Lane 11.5 Outline planning 
application submitted in 
October 2007 

340 

R11 Off Corby Road, 
Gretton 

2.3 Outline planning 
application submitted in 
January 2005 

57 

Part R16 Chapel Road, 
Weldon 

0.4 Forms part of a larger 
site that is mostly 
developed.  

15 

R17 Oundle Road, Weldon 1.4 Land available for 
development and 
landowners in 
discussions with the 
Council in bringing 
forward site for 
development 

14 

TOTAL 426 

 
Planning Permissions 

  

Location Area (ha) Comment Total to 
come 
forward 
2008-2013 

Priors Hall 97.0 Infrastructure 
completed for the initial 
phase of development 
and the Academy 
opened in September 
2008 

1295 

R8 Land West of Stanion 41.3 All reserved matters 1018 
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approved. 
Development 
commenced in 2008. 
Site continues to 
develop 

Oakley Vale 199.1 Two thirds complete. 
Site continues to 
develop 

952 

Part J10 Land to the south of 
Headway 

5.3 Site continues to 
develop 

194 

906 Weetabix, Earlstrees 
Industrial Estate 

4.7 Site continues to 
develop 

157 

Kingswood Phase 1a 1.7 Planning permission 
granted for demolitions 
and development of 45 
dwellings. Demolition 
completed in 2007. 
Work on dwellings 
subject to s106 legal 
agreement 

45 

Land off Gainsborough 
Road/Hazel Leas School 

5.0 Site continues to 
develop 

44 

H3 Land off Occupation 
Road 

0.5 Work commenced in 
2001. Development has 
come to a halt 

27 

Play Leadership Centre, 
Rowlett Road 

0.5 Permission granted for 
27 dwellings in 2008. 
Work has not yet 
started 

27 

Fiat Garage, Rockingham 
Road 

0.3 Permission granted for 
24 dwellings in 2006. 
Site continues to 
develop 

24 

R3 Samuel Lloyd School 0.6 10 dwellings 
completed, leaving 21 
with permission. Work 
commenced on site 

21 

9 Elizabeth Street 0.2 Town Centre 
development almost 
complete 

18 
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Land to west of Forest Gate 
Road 

0.2 Application permitted 
on appeal in January 
2007. Work 
commenced on site 

15 

50-52 Stephenson Way 0.2 Permission granted in 
2007. Work has not yet 
started 

14 

Corby Automobiles, 6 Stocks 
Lane 

0.1 Development almost 
complete 

13 

274 Oakley Road, Corby 0.1 Site continues to 
develop 

12 

Stone House, South Road, 
Corby 

0.2 Permission granted in 
August 2007. Work 
commenced on site 

12 

Oakley Road Garage Ltd, 
Oakley Road 

0.1 Revised application 
submitted in 2007. 
Work not yet started 

6 

4, 8 & 10 Blenheim Walk, 
Corby 

0.1 Permission granted in 
2004. Work not yet 
started 

5 

Avenue Farm, 5 Corby 
Road, Gretton 

0.1 Planning permission 
granted subject to s106 
legal agreement. Land 
recently sold to a 
housing developer 

5 

255 Rockingham Road, 
Corby 

0.1 Permission granted in 
January 2008. Work 
not yet started 

5 

10 Chapel Road, Weldon  Under construction 4 

9 Kirby Road, Gretton  Under construction 4 

Cottingham Closures, 
Cottingham 

 Under construction 3 

Land off Occupation Road, 
Corby 

 Under construction 2 

Little Field Farm, East 
Carlton 

 Under construction 2 

Stanion Post Offfice  Under construction 2 
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Welland Barn, Gretton  Under construction 1 

2 Willow Lane, Stanion  Under construction 1 

Plot 4, Hatton Lane, Gretton  Under construction 1 

14 Rockingham Road, 
Cottingham 

 Under construction 1 

1 Church Street, Weldon  Under construction 1 

Woodlands Farm, Great 
Oakley 

 Under construction 1 

The Old Station, Gretton  Under construction 1 

26 Orkney Walk  Under construction 1 

21 Brinkhill Walk  Under construction 1 

296 Oakley Road  Under construction 1 

8 Grantham Walk  Under construction 1 

TOTAL 3937 

 

Proposed Allocations 
  

Location Area (ha) Comment Total to 
come 
forward 
2008-2013 

Railway Station Interchange 1.3 The land is available for 
development; a 
partnership including 
NNDC and English 
Partnership has been 
established to redevelop 
the site and prepare a 
Master Plan 

100 

Cottingham Road 2.1 Borough Council is 
landowner and 
discussions with a 
developer are at an 
advanced stage 

90 
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Former Beanfield School 3.2 Council resolved to 
grant planning 
permission subject to 
Environment Agency 
objections being 
addressed through legal 
agreement 

85 

Kingswood Phase 1b 2.28 Permission granted in 
October 2008 

123 

TOTAL 398 

 

Town Centre 
  

Location Area (ha) Comment Total to 
come 
forward 
2008-2013 

Evolution Corby 3.5 Planning application will 
be determined in 
December 2008. 
Subject to planning 
consent the landowners 
expect development to 
commence in 2012. 

150 

TOTAL 150 

 

Total Identified supply across Corby Borough 2008-2013: 4911 dwellings 

 

Please Note: 
The above assessment is without prejudice to any decisions the Council may make 
in respect to the contents of the LDF or the determination of any planning 
applications. 
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Saved Corby Borough Local Plan Policies- Monitoring of usage by Development 
Control* 
 
The Local Plan was adopted on 10th June 1997. Over time it will gradually be replaced by a 
suite of documents that comprise the North Northamptonshire Local Development 
Framework. Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 policies in the Local 
Plan were ‘saved’ i.e. remain in force, for a 3 year period ending on 27th September 2007. 
 
On the 21st September 2007 the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
issued a direction to save a number of policies in the Local Plan beyond this 3 year period. 
 
Some saved policies have since been superseded by the adoption of the North 
Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy in June 2008. 
 
Most, if not all, of the remaining saved Local Plan policies will be replaced by policies in the 
Site Specific DPD which is now in the course of preparation. 
 
The compendium of saved Local Plan policies that remain valid is set out below together 
with comments on the usage of the policy in the development control process. 
 
 

Policy Ref 
 

 
Description 
 

 
Comments 
 

Employment Land  
P2(J) New development Used regularly and helps ensure high 

quality design 
P5(J) Prestige Sites Used regularly 
P10(J) Bad Neighbour Uses Used regularly 
J 5, J7-J9, J11-J16, 
J18-J20, J22-J24, 
J26-J28, J30, J33, 
J35 & J36 

Employment Proposals Rarely used because few relevant 
planning applications made 

Housing  
P5(R) New Housing Development Used regularly 
P6(R ) Backland and Garden 

Development 
Used regularly 

P7(R ) Backland and Garden 
Development 

Used regularly 

P8(R ) & P9(R ) Housing in Shopping Areas Rarely used because few relevant 
planning applications made  

P10(R ) Housing Extensions Used regularly 
P11(R ) Environmental Improvements Used regularly 
H3, R2, R4, R7- R12 Housing Proposals Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 
Transportation  
P5(T) Public Transport Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made  
P6(T) Funding of Highway Schemes Used regularly 
P9(T) Car Parking Rarely used because few relevant 
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planning applications made  
P12(T) & P13(T) Cyclist and Pedestrians Used regularly 
T3, T5, T9-T12, T17 
& T18 

Transportation Proposals Rarely used because few relevant 
planning applications made 

Shopping, Offices and Commerce  

P3(S) 
Town Centre Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 

P4(S) 
Town Centre Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 
P6(S) Town Centre Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 
P7(S) Town Centre Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 
P9(S) Town Centre Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 

P10(S) 
Town Centre Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 
S17, S21, S24 & 
S26 

Shopping, Office and 
Commercial Proposals 

Rarely used because few relevant 
planning applications made 

Community Services  
P3(C) Funding of works Used regularly 

P5(C) 
Water Quality and Water 
Resources Used regularly 

P8(C) Community Halls Used regularly 
P9(C) Telecommunications Used regularly 
C1, C4-C6, C8, C9, 
C12-C14, C18-C26, 
C28-C30 

Community Services Proposals 
Rarely used because few relevant 
planning applications made 

Recreation and Leisure  
P5(L) Play Space Used regularly 

P6(L ) 
Allotments Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made  

P10(L) 
Open Space, Great Oakley Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 
P11(L) New playing fields Used regularly 
L8-L11, L13, L15, 
L16, L18, L19, L21 
& L29 

Recreation and Leisure 
proposals Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 

PP1-PP4 
Pocket Parks Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 
Environment & Nature Conservation  

P1(E) 
Environmental Protection on 
Development Sites Used regularly 

P2(E) 
Environmental Protection on 
Development Sites Used regularly 

P4(E) 
Conservation of the Built 
Environment Used regularly 

P7(E) 
Wildlife, Geological and 
Landscape Protection Used regularly 

P8(E) Wildlife, Geological and 
Landscape Protection 

Used regularly 

P9(E) Wildlife, Geological and 
Landscape Protection 

Used regularly 

P10(E) Special Landscape Areas Used regularly 
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P11(E) Protection of Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites 

Used regularly 

P13(E) Local Nature Reserves Policy matter, not DC matter 

P14(E) 
Nature Conservation Strategy Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 

P15(E) 
Minerals Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 

P16(E) 
Corby/Kettering Green Wedge Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 

CA1-CA7 
Conservation Areas Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 

SLA 
Special Landscape Areas Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 

SSSI1-SSSI3 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 

NC01-NC18 
County Wildlife Sites Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 

NC20-NC51 
County Wildlife Sites Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 

LNR1-LNR2 
Local Nature Reserve Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made 
SAM12, SAM99, 
SAM105, SAM121, 
SAM13638 & 
SAM17126 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments 

Rarely used because few relevant 
planning applications made 

E5, E7-E11 
Environmental and Nature 
Conservation proposals 

Rarely used because few relevant 
planning applications made 

The District Villages  
P1(V) Housing – Gretton and Weldon Used regularly 

P2(V) 
Housing – Restricted Infill 
Villages Used regularly 

P3(V)  
Housing – Restricted Infill 
Villages Used regularly 

P4(V) Rockingham Used regularly 

P5(V) 
Local Needs Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made  

P6(V) 
Employment Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made  
P7(V) Employment Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made  
P8(V) Employment Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made  
P9(V) Employment Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made  
P10(V) Shopping Used regularly 

P11(V) 
Shopping Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made  

P12(V) 
Recreation Rarely used because few relevant 

planning applications made  
P13(V) Environment Used regularly 
P14 (V) Environment Used regularly 

R11, R16-R18 
Housing Land proposals - 
villages 

Rarely used because few relevant 
planning applications made 

*Please note: those policies that are rarely used because few relevant planning applications are 
made are still active and would be used if a relevant planning application was submitted. 



Corby Borough Council 
Annual Monitoring Report 2007-2008  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Corby Borough Council- Local Development Framework- Annual Monitoring Report 2007-2008  
 63

 
The survey is based on officer opinion and is without prejudice to any decisions the Council may 
make in respect of the contents of the LDF or the determination of any planning application. 
 

 

DELETED CORBY BOROUGH LOCAL PLAN POLICIES 

Policy 
 

 
Reason 
 

Employment Land 
P1(J) Replaced by Core Spatial Strategy 

P3(J) & P4(J) 
Covered by national policy in Circular 04/00 Planning Controls for 
Hazardous Substances 

P6(J) Out of date 
P7(J) Covered by general policies and P1(J) 
P8(J) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 
P9(J) Covered by national policy in PPG4 
P11(J) Out of date 
J1 Policy implemented 
J2 No longer relevant 
J3 & J4 Policy implemented 
J6 & J10 No longer relevant 
J17 & J21 Policy implemented 
J25 & J29 No longer relevant 
J31 Highly constrained site not being carried forward 
J32 & J34 Policy implemented 
J37 & J38 No longer relevant 
Housing 
P1(R) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 
P2(R) & P3(R) Covered by Disability Discrimination Act 
P4(R) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 

P12(R) 
No longer relevant- Highways authority has taken a different 
approach 

H1 Policy implemented 
H2 No longer relevant 
H4-H18 Policy implemented 
R1 & R3 Policy implemented 
R5 No longer relevant 
R6, R10 & R13 Policy implemented 
Transportation  
P1(T) & P2(T) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 
P3(T) & P4(T) Highways Agency deal with these issues 
P7(T) Covered by national policy in PPG13 
P8(T) Covered by Local Plan policy P1(J) and P4(R) 
P10(T) Covered by national policy in PPG13 and PPS3 
P11(T) Covered by national policy in PPG13 
P12(T) & P13(T) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 
P14(T) Covered by national legislation 
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P15(T) Covered by Disability Discrimination Act 
T1, T2, T4 & T6-T8 Policy implemented 
T13-T16 & T19 No longer in transport programme 
Shopping, Offices and Commerce 
P1(S) Covered by national policy in PPS6 
P2(S) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 
P5(S) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 
P8(S) Covered by national policy in PPS6 
P11(S) – P13(S) Covered by national policy in PPS6 
P14(S) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 
S1 No longer relevant 
S2 Policy implemented 
S3-S16 No longer relevant 
S18 Covered by general policies 
S19 No longer relevant 
S20 & S23 Policy implemented 
S25 & S27 No longer relevant 

S28 
Covered by national policy in Good Practice Guidance on Planning 
for Tourism 

S29 No longer relevant 
Community Services 
P1(C) & P2(C) Covered by national policy in PPS25 and Local Plan policy P3(C) 
P4(C) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 
P6(C) & P7(C) Covered by general policies 
C2 No longer relevant 
C3 Policy implemented 
C7 & C10 No longer relevant 
C11 & C15 Policy implemented 
C17 No longer relevant 
C27 Policy implemented 
C31 No longer relevant 
Recreation and Leisure 
P1(L ) Out of date 
P2(L)-P3(L) Covered by Local Plan policy P9(S) 
P4(L) Covered by national policy in PPG17 
P7(L) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 
P8(L) Policy superfluous 
P9(L) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 
L1-L6 No longer relevant 
L7 Policy implemented 
L12 & L14 No longer relevant 
L17 Policy implemented 
L20, L22-L26 No longer relevant 

L27 
Covered by national policy in Good Practice Guide on Planning for 
Tourism and PPS7 

L28 & L30 No longer relevant 
Environment and Nature Conservation 
P3(E) Covered by national policy in PPG15 
P5(E) Covered by national policy in PPG15 
P6(E) Replaced by the Core Spatial Strategy 
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NC19 No longer relevant 
E1-E4 Policy implemented 
E6 No longer relevant 
The District Villages 
H19-H23 Policy implemented 
R12-R15 Policy implemented 
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Housing Trajectory, Corby Borough Council 2007-2008 
 

 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 TOTALS 

Completions 96 184 422 293 369 573 497              2734 

Oakley Vale        317 318 317           952 

Town centre        18   75 75 100 100 20 20 20 20 20 20 488 

Small permissions (<10 dwl)        31 32 32           95 

Land west of Stanion        110 250 250 250 158         1018 

North Eastern Extension          155 380 420 540 580 580 580 580 380 380 380 380 5335 

Western Extension             100 380 586 586 586 588 588 586 4000 

Other proposed allocations           117 160 171 285 120 97 95 82    1127 

Other large permissions        264 158 63 48          533 

Local Plan Allocations        13 14 68 87 116 114 82 17 18     529 

Demolitions        -81             -415 

Net Provision 96 184 422 293 369 573 497 672 927 131
4 

104
0 

106
0 

126
2 

126
2 

130
0 

129
9 

106
8 988 988 986  

Cumulative Provision 96 280 702 995 136
4 

193
7 

243
4 3106 403

3 
534

7 
638

7 
744

7 
870

9 
997

1 
112
71 

125
70 

136
38 

146
26 

156
14 
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00 16600 

                       

CSS Requirement 298 298 298 298 298 929 929 929 929 929 955 955 955 955 955 117
8 

117
8 

117
8 

117
8 

117
8 16,800 

Cumulative Requirement 298 596 894 119
2 

149
0 

241
9 

334
8 4277 520

6 
613

5 
709

0 
804

5 
900

0 
995

5 
109
10 

120
88 

132
66 

144
44 

156
22 

168
00 16,800 

                       

Annual Shortfall/ Over-provision  
-202 -114 124 -5 71 -356 -432 -257 -2 385 85 105 307 307 345 121 -121 -190 -190 -192  

Overall Shortfall / Over-
provision - cumulative 

835 554 894 577 965 991 103
3 1053 106

4 
104

1 
104

1 
103

9 
101
1 976 922 846 791 725 593 200  

 
The above trajectory is without prejudice to any decisions the Council may make in respect to the contents of the LDF or the determination of 
any planning applications. 
 
 


