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Gardeners dig in for allotment fight 
ALLOTMENT gardeners in Corby are preparing to take on the might of steel firm Corus in a 
battle for the soil.  West Glebe Allotments is owned by Corus, which plans to redevelop all or 
part of the site which is close to where the town’s new rail station will be. 
 
Corus has told the 60 allotment-holders that it could soon lodge a planning application to build 
on the plots. 
 
But the gardeners are determined to fight the scheme. 
 
A spokesman for West Glebe Allotment Holders Association said: “There are people who have 
been gardening here for 40 years.  
 
“It’s really taken off in the past two years and we now have 60 plots in use out of about 100. 
 
“There aren’t really any other allotments in Corby that are useable at the moment. 
 
“If these go the council will have an obligation to provide allotments so that’s going to put them 
in a difficult situation. 
 
“We’re doing everything we can to stop this. We’ve spoken to someone from the National 
Allotment Association and to Corby Council and we are just keeping our fingers crossed.” 
 
Dawn Wintle is the active lifestyle co-ordinator for the Primary Care Trust which runs two 
allotments for community use at West Glebe Park.  
 
She said: “Our aim is to get groups out into the fresh air to grow organic food. It’s all about 
improving mental and physical well-being. 
 
“Having an allotment is very trendy at the moment and we are getting more and more people 
signing up at West Glebe. 
 
“There is a lot of hard work goes into preparing the ground and it was this year, our second, that 
we were going to reap the rewards. 
 
“It’s really difficult to get a community allotment up and running so now we have, we want to 
keep it.” 
 
In a statement a spokesman for Corus: “I anticipate that we will be in a position to make an 
outline planning application within the next three months. 
 
“I would hope that Corby Borough Council will be able to determine this matter early in the new 
year.” 
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Allotments safe 'for three years' 
 

By Staff Copy 
WEST Glebe allotment holders set to lose their plots if steel firm Corus redevelops the land 
have been given a stay of execution for at least two years. 
After a meeting with Corby Council chief executive Chris Mallender, members of the allotment 
committee were assured that their plots are safe for now and that planning permission will not  
be granted to Corus until replacement allotments are found. 
 
The company has owned the land that contains West Glebe allotments for the last 70 years and 
has told the 60 plot-holders that it intends to lodge a planning application to build on the site. 
 
But it is thought that Corus’ plans to develop land in Gretton are much more advanced than an 
application for West Glebe. 
 
West Glebe Allotments secretary Michael Crosby said: “Chris Mallender has given us some 
assurance that things are not going to happen overnight. 
 
“There was a lot more sympathy from the council than we had a few months ago. 
 
“The plan was not as advanced as we were originally led to believe. It will be two, possibly three 
years before we’re out. The council is going to look into whether West Glebe Park has some 
areas that are at present not being used. 
 
“They are going to look at whether these sites could be used as allotments. 
 
“West Glebe doesn’t have much of a community facility apart from the allotments. The 
allotments are as much about getting together, as growing our own vegetables.” 
 
Corby Council is undertaking a scrutiny review to designate more allotment provision for the 
town. 
 
Councillors will report back on January 8 with suggestions about the most suitable sites for 
plots. 
 
Mr Mallender said: “They’re knocking at an open door. 
 
“We will not be granting planning permission unless we have reached a satisfactory agreement 
with the allotment owners and we would want them to get better facilities as a consequence. 
 
“Council members are having a look at allotment provision throughout the borough. 
 
“They will hopefully come back with a proposal to improve some allotments and provide other 
new ones. 
 
“We want to provide people with opportunities particularly with the healthy eating outlook. 
 
“Many people want to eat their home-grown vegetables.” 
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