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Overview and Scrutiny Panel 2nd April 2008
 

Allotment Scrutiny Review 
 

SYNOPSIS  
The Allotment Scrutiny Review was originally selected as a review topic to address concerns 
Councillor Addison had in relation to the Allotments within the Borough. The Report outlines 
the main findings of the Review and the proposed recommendations.  
 

1. Relevant Background Details  
The Allotment Review Team consisted of Councillor Addison as the sponsoring Member and 
Beverley Wilson from the Policy & Strategy Unit as the supporting Officer. 

The Review commenced in November 2007 with an initial meeting being held on 15th 
October 2007 to establish the project brief.  

The scope of the Review included both Borough owned allotments and privately owned 
allotments within the Borough. 

2. Report 
The main objectives and key issues of this Scrutiny Review were established as follows: 

- to establish the number of sites and allotment plots within the Borough 

- to establish ownership 

- to establish the number of vacant plots and waiting lists 

- to identify the requirement for allotments 

- to identify where allotments were under utilised and establish if other groups 
could utilise these sites for another use 

- to identify trends in demand, if any 

- to establish the quality standard of Borough owned allotments 

Groups Consulted 
In carrying out the Scrutiny Review the Review Team consulted with: 

 - Parish Councils 

 - National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners Limited 

 - Corus 

 - Head of Commercial Property 

Findings of the Review 
Allotments fall into two separate categories: 

- statutory owned 

- privately owned 
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and their status reflects their degree of protection from re-development for other purposes. 

Statutory allotments, section 32 of the Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908 “deals 
with the ‘sale of superfluous or unsuitable land’ and permits local authorities to sell land if 
they are ‘of the opinion that any land … is not needed for the purpose of allotments’.  
However, Section 8 of the Allotments Act 1925 places restrictions on this process”. 

Under Section 8 of the Allotments Act 1925 “where a local authority has purchased land 
for use as allotments the local authority shall not sell, appropriate, use, or dispose of the land 
for any purpose other than use for allotments without the consent of the Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries after consultation with the Minister for Health and such consent 
(may be given unconditionally or subject to such conditions as the Minister thinks fit) but) 
shall not be given unless the Minister is satisfied that adequate provision will be made for 
allotment holders displaced by the action of the local authority or that such provision is 
unnecessary or not reasonably practicable, and where such consent is obtained the sanction 
of the County Council under section 32 of the Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 1908, shall 
not be required”. 

Current Provision of Allotments in Corby 
The National Society of Allotments and Leisure Gardeners suggest a standard of 20 
allotments per 1,000 households (ie. 20 allotments per 2,200 people based on 2.2 people per 
house) or 1 allotment per 220 people.  This equates to 0.12 ha per 1,000 population based 
on an average plot size of 250 m2. 

There are 6 Statutory owned allotment sites in the town (1 of which has been handed over to 
the Forest Schools Initiative – previously Eskdale Allotment Site, see appendix 1) and 1 
privately owned site (owned and managed by Corus).  Within the surrounding villages there 
is 2 Statutory owned allotment sites and 2 privately owned sites (owned and managed by 
Corus and Rockingham Estates).  (All villages within the Borough were asked to provide 
information as to whether their Parish had allotment provision – East Carlton, Rockingham, 
Gretton, Middleton, Cottingham, Stanion, and Weldon)  Please see sites listed below: 

Statutory (Corby Borough Council) owned Allotment Sites: 
 

Location Total area 
of site  

Total No. 
of Plots 

Total No. of 
Plots in Use 

Waiting List 

Town     

Fotheringhay Road 0.26 acres 5 do not have information 

Kingsthorpe Avenue 0.56 acres 12 do not have information 

Dale Street 0.40 acres 7 do not have information 

Tunwell Lane 0.57 acres  do not have information 

St Peter’s Way 0.03 acres  land sold to private owner in 
April 2006 

Stephenson Way 0.68 acres  proposed planning application 

Village(s)     

Fulwell Avenue, Gretton 0.28 acres 5 do not have information 

Rockingham Road, 
Cottingham 

2.73 acres  Do not have information 
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Note: 

The table above indicates that the administration of the allotments is currently not up to date 
and therefore some information was not available.    

Further investigation indicates that allotment sites at Tunwell Lane and  Rockingham Road in 
Cottingham are not administered by the Estates Department.  Information of who does 
administer these sites is not available. 

Privately owned (by Corus) Allotment Sites: 
 

Location Total area  
of site 

Total No. 
of Plots 

Total No. of 
Plots in Use 

Waiting List 

Town     

West Glebe Road 8.16 acres 100 52 No 

Village(s)     

Larratt Road, Weldon  3.19 acres 25 25 Yes 

 

Privately owned (by Rockingham Estates) Allotment Sites: 
 

Location Total area  
of site 

Total No. 
of Plots 

Total No. of 
Plots in Use 

Waiting List 

Village(s)     

Corby Road, Cottingham  2.84 acres 26 26 Yes 

 

Note: 

A local landowner is currently in the process of gifting a small area of land in Gretton Village 
to the Parish Council to ensure that it is not built on in the foreseeable future.  The plan is for 
this land to be divided into allotments and offered to villagers for rent. 

Corby Borough has a current population figure of 54,000 (stats. provided by the 2007 Annual 
Monitoring Report).  The total area of statutory sites within the Borough is around 5.32 acres 
and approximately 57 plots.  The total area of privately owned sites within the Borough is 
around 14.19 acres and there are 151 plots.  As previously thought Corby is significantly 
below the suggested standard. 

Rent 
i) The cost of renting an allotment site (owned by Corby Borough Council) is as follows: 

£25.00 per annum 

or £12.50 for OAP’s 

All allotments sites within the Borough 

 

ii) The cost of renting a privately owned allotment site owned by Corus is as follows: 

£12.00 per annum, rising to £16.00 per 
annum w/c 01 Sep 2008 

Larratt Road, Weldon 

£11.00 per annum West Glebe Road 
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iii) The cost of renting a privately owned allotment site owned by Rockingham Estate is as 
follows: 

 

£1.50 per annum Corby Road, Cottingham 

 
Quality Standards 
There are no national or local standards to keep allotments sites to specific quality 
standards.  However, the Authority does offer a prospective allotment holder one year’s free 
rent should the allotment site be overgrown and require a substantial amount of time/effort to 
get the allotment plot up to a reasonable standard. 

National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners Ltd 
Geoff Stokes of the National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners has grave concerns 
about the provision of allotments within the Borough of Corby.  His personal opinion is that 
Corby is well below the National average and that he would recommend that provision in the 
Borough be increased to 20 plots per 1,000 households. 

It is also Geoff’s concern that the Health Statistics in relation to heart disease/attacks is very 
high for the Borough and that more provision and a standard of allotment quality could assist 
with this issue.  Marketing is also a great concern to Geoff and he is especially critical of the 
Council’s lack of promotion of existing allotment sites.   People are just not aware that 
allotments are available, especially with the Eastern European population ever increasing. 

The National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners would like to see Corby Borough 
Council working with allotment holders much more and to offer assistance with the 
maintenance of vacant plots ie. to take responsibility as it would a vacant property.  It is also 
the Society’s wish that there is an increase of allotment sites around the Borough. 

Concerns were also raised with regard to the Corus owned site at West Glebe which is under 
threat of re-development (see Evening Telegraph newspaper article, appendix 3). 

PMP (management consultancy specialising in sport, leisure & culture) Open Space, 
Recreation and Sport Study 
The PMP Open Space, Recreation and Sport study of January 2006 recommended (this can 
be found in the Local Plan from the Regeneration and Growth service area: 

-  That all existing sites were to be utilised and that an additional eight land locations 
should be created.  They also recommended that a quality standard should be 
formalised. 

-  There was a need for further investigation into the demand for allotments and 
formulation of an Allotment Strategy. 

-  Particular emphasis should be placed on identifying potential sites in the south of 
Corby and rural areas where provision is lower than other areas of the Borough; 
however regard should also be paid to the growth scenario planned for Corby 
Borough from 2001-2021 and the provision for allotment sites within large new 
developments and urban extensions taking place during this time. 

3. Conclusion 
 At the present time allotment sites that have been visited by the review team (but were 
 unable to gain access) seem to have been poorly maintained and left to be overgrown 
 (see appendix 2), therefore prospective tenants would need to be very stalwart to take 
 on a plot. 
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The PMP report 2006 (4f.) highlighted the need for an Allotment Strategy, this does not 
appear to have been formulated.  Therefore, we are unable to give the panel a 
comprehensive report due to relevant information not being readily available.  We have 
however, been able to put forward some recommendations based on privately owned 
allotments Forest Schools (see appendix 1), discussions with The National Society of 
Allotments and Leisure Gardeners and a questionnaire which was sent to all Corby 
Borough Council allotments holders and West Glebe allotment holders. 

Globally land has been taken out of food production and this is as greater threat to the 
environment as global warming.  Therefore, the provision of well maintained allotments 
would be ecologically/environmentally beneficial to the community.  

5. Recommendation 
The Review team felt that through the work that has been carried out, it can provide a greater 
understanding of allotment provision throughout the Borough.  The review team has listed 
below a set of 5 recommendations, which it is proposing the authority should consider. 

1. Promoting Allotments 
Currently the Council’s only means of promoting allotments is via the Internet.  The site 
on the internet is not particularly appealing and does not provide a great deal of 
information.  

Therefore, the review team would like the Council to endeavour to promote the 
allotments in various ways among existing allotment holders and the wider community. 

 Suggested means of promotion: 

- a more appealing site on the internet, providing comprehensive information 
including an application form 

- by creating a leaflet and advertising in Council buildings, public buildings and 
doctors surgeries etc 

- advertise allotments within the ‘One’ magazine (which is distributed to all 
households on a quarterly basis), perhaps half yearly or on a quarterly basis. 

2. Allotment Administration 
The Commercial Property service area is acting as the first point of contact for 
enquiries for allotments.  The service should be able to provide information on the 
enquirer’s nearest allotment site and other details that could/would be required for 
potential allotment holders.   

Therefore, the review team recommends the Commercial Property service area 
maintains a database with the relevant up to date information, and to make the 
information more accessible and have in place a robust process for both new and 
existing leaseholders.  It would also be advisable to have in place a management 
process for all leaseholders. 

 

3. Minimum Quality Standards 
Through undertaking the review it became clear that there were no definite national or 
local standards to keep allotments sites to specific quality standards.  The review team 
recommend the Council considers a basic standard and offers assistance to 
prospective plot holders with overgrown plots. 

Perhaps the Council could arrange a contract at a subsidised rate for providing 
assistance with overgrown plots. 
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4. Redundant Allotments Sites 
Should Council owned allotment sites become under utilised, initiatives such as the 
Forest Schools Initiative should be investigated and considered for alternative use.  

5. National Requirement 
It is advisable that the Council looks into achieving the National Society of Allotments 
and Leisure Gardeners standard of 20 allotments per 1,000 households.  This would 
entail the authority creating extra allotment sites within the Borough and to look at 
which areas do not have provision at present. 

Appendices: 
Appendix 1 - Corby Forest Schools and Allotment Project 

Appendix 2 - Site Visits and Questionnaire Analysis 

Appendix 3 - Evening Telegraph Newspaper Article re: West Glebe  

Allotment Site 

 Background Papers 
www.parliament .the-stationery-office.co.uk – Modern Allotments Legislation 

Local Plan (Open Space, Recreation and Sport Study – January 2006) 

2007 Annual Monitoring Report 

Officer to Contact 
 

 


