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Crime & Disorder Committee 
Tuesday 8 December 2020 

in Council Chamber, Corby Cube, George Street, Corby 

 
Present:  
Councillors Watts (Chair), Beeby, Caine, Dady, Dalziel, Ferguson, Watt 
Councillor Owen Davison (Parish Representative) 

Also in attendance:   Sgt Rachel Grey, Northants Police 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Caine. 

2. Declarations of Interest  

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  There were no such 
declarations. 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Panel was requested to approve the minutes of the Crime & Disorder Committee meeting held 
on 9 October 2019, copies of which had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The minutes of the meeting of the Crime & Disorder Committee held on 9 October 2019, copies of 
which had been circulated to Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

4. Police & Crime Update 

Sgt Rachel Grey gave a brief update on behalf of Northamptonshire Police.  The force had been 
involved in initiatives and patrols in relation to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Seven non-compliance 
tickets had been issued recently in the Town Centre but generally compliance levels were good. 

Police visibility had increased and this had been well received with good feedback on social media 
platforms. 

The Neighbourhood Policing Team was due to double in size in the first half of 2021 which was a 
significant increase in staffing and it was hoped it would improve performance and public 
confidence. 

An operation to curb motorcycle nuisance had been undertaken over the Summer, including the 
crushing of several bikes.  Repeat offenders had been imprisoned and there had been a noticeable 
reduction in activity.  Anti-social behaviour in the town centre had also decreased. 

Vehicle thefts had been a big issue recently and some positive results had been achieved.  One 
male had been arrested for three thefts but had admitted 17 other crimes.  Three females had also 
been arrested and admitted to offences and another male had been identified and was current 
wanted. 

Christmas protocols were due to commence in the run up to the festive season and work on 
prevention and detection of cuckooing activity was ongoing. 

The situation on rural crime was queried and Sgt Grey confirmed a new team was now in place 
and she hoped this would bring benefits but levels of crime were generally low and she was not 
aware of any major concerns at this time. 

The issue of cyclists riding without lights, on pavements, etc, was raised.  Sgt Grey recognised the 
concerns but explained this was a low priority at present, however, she hoped to be able to do 
more as the Covid crisis eased. 
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On County lines, Sgt Grey explained that Corby had not been hit badly in comparison with other 
local towns and the important work being done to keep it that way would continue.   

It was asked if the base in Corby Cube had improved visibility and response times in the town.  Sgt 
Grey confirmed visibility had certainly increased but the response team was still based at the 
Kettering hub so that had not changed significantly.  The Neighbourhood Team which was based 
in the Cube was also supported by a civilian-staffed front desk in the One Stop Shop area and she 
believed this had been a good move.   

5. CCTV 

The Safer Corby Manager presented an update on the CCTV service to provide an annual review 
of public space CCTV locations and comply with GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) 
requirements. 

The CCTV system helped the Council to meet its statutory duty to tackle crime and disorder and 
the lawful processing of recorded images was governed by the Crime & Disorder Act 1998. A 
number of challenges had arisen as a result of the current pandemic but these had been overcome 
and Covid-safe working practices introduced to enable the service to continue. 

A new maintenance contract was in place with CVL Systems covering planned maintenance, 
responsive repairs, 24/7 call out arrangements and a schedule of rate for replacement and 
additional equipment.  The company was currently familiarising themselves with the system and 
the repairs and installations required during the term of the contract. 

The number of enquiries received so far in 2020 was 1,794, the majority from the police, and from 
January to October 152 pieces of footage had been released to the police to support their 
investigations.  CCTV supported arrests for 2019 equalled 148, up by 11 on 2018, and 85 so far 
for 2020. 

Data collated on public opinion showed that support for use of CCTV remained high and the Code 
of Practice was being reviewed and updated to ensure it remained fit for purpose under the latest 
rules and requirements.  No requests had been received for cameras to be removed or locations 
to be altered. 

Members were asked to note the annual review and agree the cameras would remain in place to 
support the Council in tackling crime and disorder. 

 

Queries were raised in relation to the list of cameras appended to the report and it was confirmed 
that this was the full list of cameras linked to the control room but some buildings also had their 
own systems in place.  It was recognised that were a number of cameras which required repair and 
a few which were effectively obsolete due to their age.  The planned £45k investment was aimed 
at ensuring the system as a whole was robust and would continue to operate effectively in the 
foreseeable future.   

It was asked if alternative technologies such as wind and solar power were being considered to run 
cameras.  The Safer Corby Manager confirmed alternatives would continue to be explored, 
particularly where the installation of electricity supply was prohibitively expensive. 

It was confirmed that the system automatically recorded and retained footage for one month to 
enable enquiries to be followed up and any footage to be downloaded and kept for evidence. 

RESOLVED that: 

i) The list of Public Space CCTV Systems be agreed. 

ii) The completion of the DPIA for CBC CCTV systems on a location basis be noted. 

6. Safer Corby Update 

The Neighbourhood Manager presented the Community Safety Partnership Update for April to 
August 2019. 
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From 1 July 2019, the four Partnerships in the north of the County had merged to better reflect the 
move towards Unitary status and to promote more effective ways of working.  A structure diagram 
was appended to the report.   

On performance, the current picture on indicators was as follows: 

• Violence against the person – Amber with incidents increasing by 5.1% which was the 
second lowest rise in the County; 

• Anti Social Behaviour – Green with reports of ASB reducing by 10.8% and youth related 
incidents reducing by 8.8%. Significant reductions had been seen across most County 
Authorities: 

• Reporting of Hate Crime – Red; Corby had seen a 16.8% reduction in reports of hate crime 
but there was a mixed picture across the County;  

• Repeat Domestic Abuse victims – Green and roughly on track to hit the annual target. 

The report summarised details of the major activity delivered by the partnership to tackle these 
issues. 

There had been no requirement for Domestic Homicide Reviews since April 2019 in Corby and no 
Community Trigger requests had been received.  

Crime trends were queried and the Neighbourhood Manager confirmed that anti social behaviour 
had decreased over the past decade in response to lots of good partnership/diversionary work. The 
reduction had plateaued to some degree more recently and the need to maintain activity and find 
new approaches was recognised.   

Comment was made that residents seemed to feel that some anti social behaviour was increasing, 
eg motorcycle nuisance and it was asked if there may be an element of under-reporting.  Officers 
emphasised the need to continue reminding the public of the importance of reporting concerns and 
incidents as police and partnership activity was based on this information.  There were many 
reporting avenues available through modern technology.  Inspector Little supported this and said if 
people felt they were getting a poor service after contacting the police he wanted to know about it 
but if no report was received the police could not be expected to act.  Sometimes people just vented 
their experiences/feelings through Facebook or similar avenues but this did not help the police.  

It was asked if Neighbourhood Wardens could carry out plain clothes surveillance at West Glebe 
Park where drug use/supplying seemed to be on the increase and examples were given.  Officers 
confirmed they were aware that this was a hotspot earlier in the year and significant patrols, 
interventions and diversionary activity had been carried out over the summer with a drug misuse 
advisor stationed in the pavilion to provide help and support.  This work would continue as 
resources permitted.   

The reasons why Council staff could not undertake plain clothes work were outlined but the 
Neighbourhood Manager would feed this information back and look at what more could be done.  
Again, members of the public had to be encouraged to contact the authorities and provide as much 
information as they could, including car registration numbers where possible. 

RESOLVED that: 

The contents of the report be noted. 

7. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 7.55 pm. 


