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Full Council 
On Thursday 7th February 2013  
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby. 

Present:- 
Councillors Rahman (Mayor), P Beattie, T Beattie, Beeby, Bromhall, Brown, Butcher, Caine, 
Chaudhury, Dady, Eyles, Ferguson, Forshaw, Heggs, Kettle, Latta, Lilley, McDade, 
McEwan, McGhee, McKellar, Noble, Pengelly, Riley, Sims and Stanbra 

48. Apologies  
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Addison, Goult and Petch. 

49. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  Cllr Stanbra 
declared a personal, prejudicial interest in any matter relating to CAB as he was a Trustee.  
Cllrs McEwan, Dady and Sims declared personal, non prejudicial interests in Electric Corby 
as they were members of the Board.  Cllr Eyles declared a personal, prejudicial interest in 
any matters relating to Lakelands Trust.  Cllrs T Beattie, P Beattie, Sims and G McDade 
declared personal, non prejudicial interests in any matters relating to Rockingham Triangle 
as members of Corby Town Supporters Club.   

50. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 13th December 2012 had been circulated to 
Members. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 13th December 2012 be agreed as a correct 
record. 

51. Mayor’s Announcements 
No announcements were made at this time. 

52. Petitions 
No petitions had been received. 

53. Public Question Time 
No public questions had been received. 

54. Minutes of Committee & Panel Meetings 

54.1 Development Control Committee 
Cllr Latta presented the minutes of the Development Control Committee meetings of 18th 
December 2012. 

In relation to Minute 29.1, Cllr Stanbra explained that he had attended the meeting to 
support his constituent, Mr Noone, who was the applicant.  Mr Noone was told at the 
meeting that he would not be able to speak on the item as he had not followed the correct 
procedure in relation to participation.  Mr Noone had not been informed of the procedure at 
any time and it had subsequently been discovered that, had the Chair known Mr Noone 
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wished to speak, he had discretion to allow this.  Cllr Stanbra said steps should be taken to 
ensure interested parties were given the correct advice about the participation policy and 
about the Chair’s discretion in this matter. 

Cllr Latta stated that he could not remember ever refusing to let an applicant or member of 
the public speak but he had not been made aware of the situation on this occasion.  This 
would be followed up with Officers.   

Cllr Bromhall requested an update on Minute 29.2, specifically whether further information 
had been received on woodland mitigation.  Cllr Pengelly reinforced the need to ensure that 
s106 Agreements were robust and were adhered to. 

Officers would be asked to update Cllr Bromhall on woodland mitigation matter.  In relation 
to s106 Agreements, the need for a robust approach was acknowledged but it had to be 
recognised that things could change after agreements were made and developers could 
seek variations.  Not all changes were negative, however. 

In relation to Minute 29.3, the need to ensure Ward Councillors were consulted on County 
Council applications prior to responses being issued was emphasised.  The Interim Chief 
Executive confirmed that this had been taken on board.   

RESOLVED that:- 
The minutes of the 18th December 2012 be received. 

54.2 One Corby Policy Committee 
Cllr T Beattie presented the minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meetings of 4th 
December 2012 and 8th January 2013. 

In relation to Minute 83, Home Repair Grants, Cllr Stanbra MOVED and Cllr Bromhall 
SECONDED that the decision not to make addition funding available to progress current 
applications be reconsidered in light of the in year savings of £250,000 reported to One 
Corby Policy Committee on 5th February 2013. 

Cllr T Beattie emphasised the need for the Council to build up reserves against future needs.  
The situation was unfortunate but the need for prudence was paramount and he urged 
Members to support the original decision. 

A vote was taken and the MOTION fell. 

In relation to Minute 84, Rockingham Triangle Pavilion Redevelopment, the position on grant 
clawback was queried.  The Interim Chief Executive confirmed that there were two grants 
against which clawback could be sought.  There had been no change in the current position 
and this risk remained.  The longer that decisions about the facility were delayed, the greater 
the risk that clawback would be applied.   

RESOLVED that:- 
The minutes of the 4th December 2012 and 8th January 2014 be received. 

54.5 Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
Cllr McDade presented the minutes of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel meetings of 12th  
December 2012 and 16th January 2013. 

Under Minute 50, concerns were raised in relation to the recruitment to apprentice posts and 
salaries being advertised at the wrong (ie lower) rate which may have hampered response 
rates.  The Lead Member for Community was not aware that there had been an error but he 
would check this out.  He was aware that there had been difficulty with recruitment and it 
may be that the posts would have to be advertised in a wider area.  He believed the 
vacancies had been circulated to schools.  The Interim Chief Executive believed that offers 
had been made to two applicants. 
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In relation to Minute 51, Agency Workers, it was noted that spend in this area had been 
reviewed and some changes made as part of the budget process.  It was preferable to have 
permanent staff wherever possible as they had more invested in the Authority.  It was 
disappointing that the proposed working group had not been pursued due to lack of 
volunteers. 

Cllr McDade confirmed that it was difficult to get support for daytime meetings due to work 
commitments, etc.  Attendance at Scrutiny meetings was also variable. 

Under Minute 58, Rural Street Lighting, Cllr Stanbra said Cllr Riley had put a great deal of 
work into this.  He was concerned that EON’s target for repairing street lights was 10 days 
while under the urban contract repairs were often carried out under the five day target and 
he felt that the arrangements for rural area should be reviewed.  Cllr Riley confirmed that the 
issues had not been resolved satisfactorily so far. 

Cllr McDade acknowledged the work undertaken by Cllr Riley and confirmed that the Head 
of Planning & Environmental Services had been asked to undertake a desktop review of the 
contract. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The minutes of the 12th December 2012 and 16th January 2013 be received. 

55. Motion 
A MOTION had been submitted to Full Council for consideration.  The Motion read:- 

Corby Borough Council  pledges  itself  to work  together with  the  public,  local organisations  and 
local Members of Parliament to save acute health care services at Kettering General Hospital. 

The MOTION was Proposed by Cllr Tom Beattie (Leader of the Council) and seconded by 
Cllr David Sims (Leader of the Opposition). 

Comment was made that 30% of services were likely to be moved further afield under the 
current proposals and it was not certain which services this would apply to or where they 
would be moved to.  The need for hospitals to be more efficient was recognised but it was 
also very important to protect local services.   

The expansion of Corby justified more local services not less and if capacity at hospitals 
could be freed up by bringing services nearer to communities then this was to be welcomed.  
It was noted that no decisions had been made at this stage but it was right for local 
representatives to work together to support the motion. 

Cllr McDade explained that the main concern was emergency health care being moved 
further away, coupled with cuts to the Ambulance Service.  This raised serious issues for 
patients who may have to travel 30 miles for emergency treatment. 

Cllr McKellar raised concerns about making big, bold statements when the shape of future 
services was not known.  This was scaremongering.  It was also noted that many patients 
already had to travel significant distances for particular services. 

Cllr McGhee said raising these issues was not scaremongering.  There was a need to be 
realistic and recognise that Kettering and Northampton Hospitals had huge deficits which 
would mean cuts.  It was important to make representations.   

The nature of ‘acute’ services was queried and it was confirmed that these were the services 
which people needed immediately, including A&E and Maternity. 
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Cllr T Beattie said this had been an interesting and useful discussion and he was pleased 
that all parties were able to support this motion.  He recognised that this did not mean they 
would agree on all health service issues and it would not prevent disparate views being 
expressed in the future.   

RESOLVED that: 
The MOTION be agreed. 

56. Questions to the Leader 
56.1 Question 1: 

With  the serious problems we have  in Corby with some of  the private  landlords, some based  in 
London. For example houses with leaking roofs, no hot water, no heating, multi occupancy. Would 
the council agree to look into the possibility of following the example set by Newham Council and 
Licence Private Land Lords as follows. Private land Lords to pay £150 for a 5 year License with fines 
up to £20.000  if they do not register. The council then can make regular checks  looking for multi 
occupancy and buildings that do not meet required safety standards.  

Submitted by Cllr R Lilley. 

Cllr T Beattie responded:- 

“We do not have a serious problem in Corby with private sector landlords. There are a small 
number of landlords that are problematic and we utilise our wide-ranging powers to deal with 
them and to rectify defects in properties when informal approaches have failed. In an 
extreme case, we will serve an Emergency Prohibition Order, as we have done recently on a 
property on Oakley Road that had no hot water, no heating, poor electrics and extensive 
damp and mould growth.  Since April 2012, 139 “Housing Condition” complaints have been 
received against rental properties.  Only 2 required formal action, the other 137 were 
resolved informally.   

The approach taken by Newham Council (an inner London Borough) to licence all private 
landlords is not something we need to consider for Corby, as this course of action would be 
disproportionate to the problems presented to us, as we do not have a significant number of 
Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) in a concentrated area.  

As part of a wider campaign order to raise awareness of private sector housing matters in 
the sector, Environmental Services are running an event on the 27th February to remind 
landlords and managing agents of their obligations with respect to private sector housing 
standards, HMO Licensing and in renting out properties to tenants.” 

Cllr Lilley was invited to ask a supplementary question.  He outlined a specific case and said 
that it was wrong to ignore the problem.  Cllr T Beattie emphasised that the matter was not 
being ignored and reasonable action was being taken as outlined in his response.  

56.2 Question 2 

Presently the Council's Appeals Committee for Disciplinary and Grievance matters is permitted to 
either uphold an appeal and overturn the first instance decision, or dismiss an appeal and uphold 
the first instance decision. The Appeals Committee does not however have the facility to quash a 
first instance decision and remit it to the first instance committee. 

Does the Leader agree that it is not always appropriate for the Appeals Committee to overturn a 
substantive decision upon upholding an appeal allowed on purely procedural grounds and that in 
such circumstances it would be appropriate for the Appeals Committee to quash the first instance 
decision and remit the matter for rehearing by the Disciplinary or Grievance Committee? 

Submitted by Cllr R McKellar. 



48 
 

Cllr T Beattie responded:- 

“The Grievance & Disciplinary Policies are currently under review. Your points are noted and 
will be fed back as part of the Policy consultation process.” 

Cllr McKellar asked that he be kept updated as progress was made and it was agreed that 
the results of the review would be shared. 

56.3 Question 3 

What  action  is  the  Leader  of  the  Council  taking  to  ensure  that  Corby  Borough  Council  owned 
neighbourhood shopping centres and car parks are safe for people to use when it snows or when it 
is icy? 

Submitted by Cllr C Stanbra 

Cllr T Beattie responded:- 

“Corby Borough Council has not previously routinely undertaken gritting or snow clearance 
of Council owned car parks and associated neighbourhood shopping precincts. This position 
is currently being reviewed given the most recent period of snow and ice by officers to 
quantify the manpower resource and cost of grit that would be required to undertake this 
task together with the relative prioritisation that should be given to locations in deploying 
resources and the legal position regards liability for injury or damage incidents.  With respect 
to the Cube and the Pool/Cube car park, I would remind Members of the recent email from 
the Interim Chief Executive on the lessons learnt from the snowfall of 2 weeks ago.” 

Cllr Stanbra responded that the main issue was around local shopping areas where slips 
and falls had occurred, sometimes with serious consequences.  He did not expect large 
areas to be cleared entirely but asked that the Council did the best it possibly could. 

Cllr T Beattie reiterated that provision was being reviewed and lessons had been learned.  
He agreed it was important to try to prevent accidents and he would update Members at a 
future meeting. 

57. Report – Municipal Timetable 2013/14 
Members were asked to agree the Municipal Timetable for 2013/14. 

RESOLVED that: 
The Municipal Timetable 2013/14 be agreed as circulated. 

58. Report – Interim Chief Executive 
Members were asked to ratify the senior management arrangements of the Council as 
required under Minute 90 of the Full Council meeting 28 February 2012. 

RESOLVED that: 
The arrangements for the appointment of Mr Norman Stronach as Interim Chief Executive, 
local Returning Officer, Counting Officer and Electoral Registration Officer, be ratified as 
circulated. 

59. Exclusion of the Press and Public 
 “That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following reports on the grounds that they contain exempt information as defined in the Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended).” 
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Reason Report is Marked “Not for Publication” 

The Report is marked “Not for Publication” because it contains exempt information as 
defined in the following paragraph of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 
1972 (as amended) 

Paragraph 3 

Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 

(Having declared a personal, prejudicial interest in CAB, Cllr Stanbra left the meeting at this 
point.) 

An update was requested in relation to Minute 88, Citizens Advice Bureau, and it was 
confirmed that the relocation of CAB to the Cube was being progressed and should be 
completed by 8 April 2013. 

(Cllr Stanbra returned to the meeting.) 

In relation to Minute 90, Canada Square/Maple House, the redevelopment was welcomed 
and it was hoped it would be as successful as Colliers Gardens.  Queries were raised about 
the Residential Redevelopment Working Group, ie its remit and membership.  Comment was 
made that Ward Members should be involved in regeneration projects within their area and 
that this group should meet in the local area when those projects were discussed. 

Cllr T Beattie agreed that Ward Members should be invited to attend meetings as 
appropriate.  It was confirmed that the Membership of the group included Cllr Eyles and 
Caine.  There were also places for opposition group Members but these had not been taken 
up.  The Group discussed various projects at the meetings, some of which were town wide, 
eg Garage Sites.  It was agreed that when presentations on specific projects were arranged, 
eg Kingswood and Danesholme, Ward Members would be invited.   

Cllr T Beattie said the Group was intended to be cross party and it was disappointing that no 
opposition Members were attending.  He apologised if this was due to poor communication.  
Cllr Stanbra commented that the previous instruction was that membership had to come 
from One Corby Policy Committee.  This made it very difficult for the smaller groups to 
support such activities.  It would also be helpful if invitations were circulated. 

The Interim Chief Executive confirmed that the Working Group received regular updates on 
all projects at their meetings but, when specific projects were being discussed, it was 
reasonable for ward Members and the public to be invited.  He would follow this up with the 
Housing Strategy Manager. 

60. Close of Meeting 
Meeting closed at 8:20 pm. 


