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Crime & Disorder Committee 
Thursday 7 July 2016 

in Council Chamber, Corby Cube, George Street, Corby 
 
Present:  Councillors Beeby, Colquhoun, Goult, Keane, Watt, Watts 

Also in attendance:   Inspector Julie Mead, Northants Police 

1. Election of Chair 

Nominations were sought for election of Chair for this meeting.  The nomination of Councillor 
Beeby was duly MOVED and SECONDED.    There were no other nominations. 

RESOLVED that:- 

Councillor Beeby be elected Chair for the meeting. 

(Councillor Beeby in the Chair) 

2. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Caine, Rahman and Parish 
Representative, Cllr Davison.    Cllr Beeby was present as a substitute for Cllr Caine. 

3. Declarations of Interest  

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  There were no 
such declarations 

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Panel was requested to approve the minutes of the Crime & Disorder Committee meeting 
held on 21 October 2015, copies of which had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The minutes of the meeting of the Crime & Disorder Committee held on 21 October 2015, 
copies of which had been circulated to Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

5. Community Safety Partnership Update 

The Community Safety Officer updated Members on the activities of the Community Safety 
Partnership for 2015-16.   

The Partnership Summary for 2015-16 was circulated.  The strategic themes under the current 
three year Partnership Plan 2015-17 were: 

 To Tackle Violence, Anti-Social Behaviour and Hate Crime  

 To Tackle Interpersonal Violence ( to include Domestic Abuse, Sexual Violence & Child 
Sexual Exploitation) 

 To Tackle Acquisitive Crime and Re-Offending. 

The Summary detailed performance for 2015/16 under the headings of: 

 Violence 
 Anti Social Behaviour 
 Hate Crime 
 Interpersonal Violence 
 Serious Acquisitive Crime  
 Community Confidence. 
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Performance outcome for the year was four green indicators under Anti Social Behaviour and 
Hate Crime, two amber indicators relating to Interpersonal Violence and three red indicators 
for Violence and Acquisitive Crime.  On Community Confidence, Corby was the second  
highest performer in the county, just beaten by Wellingborough which had received significant 
additional resources to deal with serious concerns. 

It was explained that the increase in violence was at least partly due to new recording 
requirements and the inclusion of new elements, eg cyber bullying. 

Anti social behaviour had decreased county-wide with Corby achieving almost a 20% 
reduction which was a very good result.  This covered a range of behaviours, including 
personal nuisance and environmental offences such as litter and graffiti. 

The targets on interpersonal violence had not quite been met but were within tolerance levels.  
Serious acquisitive crime had increased by 14.5% and included offences such as burglary, 
robbery and vehicle theft. 

Members asked to be kept up to date on a more regular basis and it was agreed that a 
monthly briefing note would be sent out to all Members. 

6. Police Update 

Inspector Julie Mead introduced herself and explained that she had returned to Corby recently 
as sector commander, having worked in Corby, Wellingborough, Kettering and East Northants 
and at Wooton Hall previously over her 25 years in the service.  The priority areas for 2016/17 
were sexual offences, violent crime, repeat victimisation and counter-terrorism. 

Violent crime had increased significantly in Corby, including issues around domestic abuse 
night-time economy and under 17s. The highest areas for domestic abuse were Kingswood, 
Oakley Vale and East ward and efforts were being made to reduce repeat victims.  It could be 
difficult to get victims to pursue prosecution due to fear, manipulation, etc, and it was important 
to have wider support to wrap around victims from all agencies. 

East Northant’s DART Team was an example of good practice in this area, breaking the cycle 
of repeat victimisation.  Offenders were placed on a threat/harm matrix and a lot of resources 
were available for the highest categories.  It was in the medium risk area where greatest 
inroads could be made.  

On night-time economy, premises were well spread out in Corby but it was third highest for 
offences in the County which was a surprise.  A night-time economy plan and been put in 
place from May 2016, including links with Pub Watch, extra staffing for bank holiday 
weekends, etc.  Dispersal powers were now being used effectively and Operation Scorpion 
was being carried out over the summer, including drug dogs, detector wands and door staff 
training.  Body video was also being shown to individuals and family members following 
incidents and this was helping to change behaviour. 

Vulnerability was a particular concern and the street pastor scheme was key to ensuring 
people got home safely in taxis, etc, and police cadets had been raising money to help this 
initiative. 

In relation to youth violence, Gainsborough Road was a hotspot, linked to school closing time.  
Extra police and warden patrols were taking place.  It was also very helpful if teachers were 
out on the streets. 

There was a lot of good news also, including: 

 reduction in anti social behaviour;  
 work with schools on a range of issues/initiatives;  
 cross border working targeting issues such as travelling criminals and high value 

burglary; 
 engagement events. 
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Current initiatives included tackling motor cycle nuisance, Protect with Pride, Street Pastor 
scheme and closer links with schools.  The first interim injunctions in the county had been 
imposed for motor cycle nuisance in Kingswood recently with the support of the community. 

A broader team approach was important as the police alone could not impact effectively in all 
areas.  This would include volunteers, visible guardians, farm watch (100 members), cadets 
(trained to use speed cameras, with officer back up to issue tickets) and community on 
horseback (effective in reducing speeding with training/clothing video, etc). 

Queries were raised in relation to any increase in hate crime post Brexit and Inspector Mead 
confirmed there had been nothing significant or specific to the referendum.   

It was noted that the new Public Space Protection powers (PSPO) were being used to tackle 
street drinking at Coronation Park which had become a problem over recent months.  The 
previous Designated Public Place Orders had to be reviewed by 2017 and replaced with 
PSPOs where appropriate.  The new Orders could include other issues such as 
skateboarding, motor cycle nuisance, etc.   

Lots of information was available on twitter and this was updated regularly on the following 
feeds: 

 @inspjulesmead 
 @corbypolice 
 @xbordercops 
 @corbycsp 

7. Community Safety Update 

Community Safety Partnerships had been in place for nine years and a wide range of 
initiatives had been supported over that time including ‘no cold calling’ zones, awareness 
weeks, seasonal activities and improving security.    

Operation Revive on Kingswood had involved door knocking and distribution of information 
packs providing advice on arson, fly-tipping, fear factor, etc.  A number of initiatives had also 
been undertaken and repeat door knocking would take place to compare the results. Fire 
statistics showed a significant reduction in incidents. 

CCTV operations had been brought in-house from February 2016 with five full time and two 
part time staff.  This service was delivered 24/7 and a new Code of Practice was being 
finalised. 

On counter-terrorism, funding had been accessed and Prevent training delivered to staff.  A 
session for Members and Community representatives was due to take place on 11 July. 

Community Alcohol Partnership was an ongoing nationwide initiative delivering education, 
awareness raising, enforcement, etc.  Good feedback had been received and it was hoped to 
redeliver some of the initiatives. 

8. Priorities for 2016/17 and collaborative working 

A two year plan had been agreed and priorities reviewed. These included domestic violence, 
public confidence and anti-social behaviour.  The remits of the partnership sub groups had 
been revised to reflect the changes. 

The extent of under-age drug use was queried.  Inspector Mead explained that legal highs 
were a growing issue.  Cannabis had become almost normal unfortunately but a continued 
zero tolerance approach was being taken. 

The officers were thanked for their attendance and input.  

9. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 9 pm. 


