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Grants Committee  
Wednesday 5 July 2017 

7.00pm in Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 

Present: Councillors McGhee, Reay, McKellar and Watt  

1. Election of Chair  

Members were invited to submit nominations for the position of Chair of the Grants 
Committee for 2017/18.  The nomination of Councillor John McGhee was duly MOVED 
and SECONDED.    There were no other nominations. 

 RESOLVED that:- 

Councillor McGhee be elected Chair of the Grants Committee for 2017/18. 

2. Appointment of Vice Chair 

Members were invited to submit nominations for the position of Vice Chair of the Grants 
Committee for 2017/18.  The nomination of Councillor Lucy Goult was duly MOVED and 
SECONDED.    There were no other nominations. 

RESOLVED that:- 

Councillor Goult be appointed Vice Chair of the Grants Committee for 2017/18. 

3. Apologies for Absence 

There were apologies for absence from Councillors Addison, Goult & Latta. 

4. Minutes of the Grants Sub Committee 

Members were asked to note the minutes of the Grants Sub Committee meeting held on 1 
March 2017. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The minutes of the Grants Sub Committee held on 1 March 2017 be noted. 

5. Declarations of Interests 

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to 
be discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of 
the interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. Cllr 
McGhee ?.  Cllr Reay declared a personal, non prejudicial interest in Safe Haven as he 
was an observer on their committee. 

6. Discretionary Rate Relief 

The Billing Team Leader presented a report requesting that Members consider and 
approve DRR awards for 2017/18. 

Agreeing DRR Awards 

The following 9 requests had been received: 

1. Actions for Aspergers – all conditions of the criteria were met. 

Resolved – to award DRR  

2. Adrenaline Alley – all conditions of the criteria were met, the total application had been 
for £14,910, the cost element to CBC exceeded the £10,000 limit. It was therefore 
advised that the application be limited to £13,333 ensuring that the maximum of 
£10,000 was awarded.  

Resolved – not to award DRR as the Alley now holds over 50% of turnover in 
reserves 

3. Corby Radio - all conditions of the criteria are met. 

Resolved – to award 75% DRR. 
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4. Corby Smash Table Tennis – all conditions of the criteria were met. 

Resolved – to award DRR 

5. Corby Voluntary & Community Services – the organisation receives core funding from 
CBC. However, the committee has previously awarded DRR on the basis that the 
additional costs would need to be passed on to other voluntary organisations within 
the CVCS building. 

Resolved – to award DRR based on previous years decision. 

6. Great Oakley Cricket Club - all conditions of the criteria are met. 

Resolved – to award DRR 

7. Lydia’s Coffee Shop – all conditions of the criteria are met 

Resolved – to award DRR 

8. Passing Shots – although all conditions of the criteria are met, Passing Shots have 
requested 80% relief. However, the maximum amount that can be awarded is 75% as 
this is in line with statutory guidelines. If members were minded to award 75%, then 
this could cost a further £2,433. 

Mrs Juliette Howard addressed the Sub Committee regarding funding for Passing 
Shots. She explained that the Tennis Club was working very hard to build reserves as 
there was a need to enhance the facilities. They had done more in the community 
over the last year, tennis leaders course for 13 yr olds, outreach work means now 
work with 16 schools in the Borough, families with young children starting from the 
age of 3, age concern groups, the social side of tennis is important and the centre has 
its 4th child from the programme they run going to America for training. 

Resolved – to award 75% DRR 

9. Planet Aid – all conditions of the criteria are met. 

Resolved – to award DRR 

RESOLVED that:- 

 The recommendations as above be approved. 

 Surplus funding to be set aside to see if any further applications come in during the 
year. 

7. Progress Report on the Introduction of the On Line Corby Lottery 

A report was presented to Committee to update on the progress so far of the Corby Lottery 
which represented a mechanism for good causes and local voluntary and community 
groups throughout the Borough to raise additional funds directly. 

Since 29 April 2017 there had been 9 draws with 209 prizes awarded, the highest one 
being £250 for 4 matching numbers. Based on similar on line lotteries it was originally 
expected that approximately £20k would be raised on an annual basis to support good 
causes. So far £6k had been raised and if the trend continued for the year then £31k 
would be the total raised. In addition a further £6k was expected to be raised for the 
Council through the 10% share of each ticket sold. 

It had previously been agreed that funds would be added to the grants budget therefore an 
additional £18k could be added to the current budget, Members discussed this and 
suggested that the money could be used towards Arts Grants with any monies left going to 
Public Art. 

Members wanted to know if it was possible to see if people were buying large amounts of 
tickets as the Council had a duty of care not to encourage gambling. ~The HoS Culture & 
Leisure advised that he received a ‘dashboard’ showing how purchases which equated to 
approx. 2 per person, the HoS would check this information and forward to Members of 
the Committee.  

Members asked about further promotion of the lottery particularly to encourage the public 
to use the nomination option, HoS explained that there was no budget for this but if 
Members preferred then a small amount could be taken from the pot. It was suggested 
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that £500 could be used for this purpose, Chair asked that this be looked at in a years’ 
time so that Committee could consider what to do in future. 

RESOLVED that:- 

 Members note the content of the Officers report 

 Agreed that additional funding would be used towards Arts Grants and Public Art 

 Report format remain the same 

 £500 to be used for promotion of the lottery 

8. Devolved Community Facility Review 

Members received a report on the outcome of the Devolved Community Centre Review 
and were asked to consider the recommendations being made to ensure consistent 
delivery of service through all of the centres within the Borough. 

Of the twelve council owned facilities that had been devolved to community groups to 
operate ten currently received grant funding. Service Level Agreements were in place, 
these contained agreed services for each centre to deliver including: 

 Manage the property for the benefit of all residents within the Borough 

 Actively promote the facilities available at the property to the community e.g. 
through a website and leaflets 

Devolved organisations were reviewed every three years to ensure they were delivering 
best value for money in meeting the Councils priorities and the needs of the community. 
The information received from each organisation through their accounts, monitoring 
information and the packs provided had been used to inform the officer’s report. The 
devolved organisations had signed Service Level Agreements covering requirements such 
as policies, procedures, staff & volunteers, use of the property, Council & Tenants 
obligations, management & payments etc. 

Overall officers were satisfied with the review findings and that the volunteer management 
committees had policies and procedures in place and most of the Health & Safety 
requirements in place. 

Work was being undertaken to develop policies, procedures or display relevant 
information, some organisations would require assistance from Council officers. The 
facilities offered excellent value for money and provided a focal point for community 
activities, dedication of the Committee members, mostly volunteers was very much 
appreciated by the Council and community. 

There was a discussion on how much was charged as an hourly rate for certain 
community groups with Members suggesting that all Centres be asked what they consider 
the price should be before a final decision was made. 

Chair of the Grants Committee thanked the officers for the hard work put into the review. 

RESOLVED that:- 

 Members note the content of the report 

 Further report be brought regarding hourly rates once feedback had been received 
from all Community Centres 

9. Citizens Advice Services Corby & Kettering 

A report was presented to Members with regard to the CAS funding for 2017/18, CAS had 
stated that the existing level of service could not be maintained in Corby with the current 
funding. 

CAS stipulated that they were not requesting an increased grant, however without an 
increase there would have to be a reduction in services as they could not continue to use 
reserves to provide the service as it currently ran. 
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Several options had been put forward by CAS: 

i) Telephone only service supported by a supervisor (3 days a week) 

ii) Two day face to face service 9am – 2pm (days to be agreed) 

iii) Two day telephone advice service, one day face to face 

HoS Culture & Leisure had listed several other options for the Committee to consider, 
Members suggested that there might be other services that could help, local law firms 
providing pro-bono assistance, charities offering help, it was felt that CAS was 
disproportionate, would they reconsider? 

Members said that CAS was an incredible service and would be a loss; Option 1 (iii) in the 
report would be the best way forward for now with the view to looking at Option 3 over the 
next twelve months to see what was available. 

RESOLVED that:- 

 Members agree Option 1 (iii) to run for twelve months  

 Officers look at Option 3 over the next twelve months and bring a report back to 
Committee in due course. 

10. One Corby Grants  

The HoS Culture & Leisure together with the Community Development Officer presented a 
report to update Members on the Core and Devolved Organisations and to consider the 
Small and Health & Wellbeing Grant applications. 

Devolved Organisations 

Old Village Community Centre – a report was being prepared for OCPC on 11 July 
regarding future options. 

Core Organisations 

Safe Haven – Officers had had serious difficulties when trying to correspond or meet with 
the organisation to try and resolve issues regarding monitoring information required for 
their grant payment. 

It was recommended by Officers that if the monitoring issues were not resolved to the 
Council’s satisfaction by the 31 August 2017 the agreement to support the organisation 
until March 2019 be withdrawn and at that point an invoice for £2000 be sent for the 
repayment of the second half of the 2016/17 grant. 

Corby Furniture Turnaround – the organisation had stopped trading and therefore no 
further grant payments would be made. 

Corby Core Theatre Trust – as agreed at OCPC the monitoring information for the Theatre 
would come to the Grants Committee. In November the Theatre Board would deliver a 
presentation and report to Grants Committee detailing their performance and 
achievements in the last 12 months. 

Citizens Advice Services Corby & Kettering – currently looking to reduce the service due 
to the level of grant received. 

Priors Hall Community Centre – Community Use agreement had been resolved and a 
Management Committee set up, £15k had been released to Woodnewton Trust to order 
furniture, crockery and equipment for the fit out of the centre. The under lease had been 
resolved and a meeting took place today (5 July) to get everything up and running. The 
Council had agreed £30,000 over three years to assist with the running of the centre. 

Small Grants 

Six small grant applications were in front of Committee, Weldon Pre School, Patrick Road 
Amenity Fund Group, Northamptonshire Parent Infant Partnership, Lost in Motion, Late 
Developers Photographic group and HD Media. 
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The criteria stated that small grants could only be given on alternative years and so 
Weldon Pre School did not meet the criteria as they had received a small grant last year. 
The remaining applications were all agreed 

Health & Wellbeing Grants 

Four applications for a Health & Wellbeing Grant had been received from Tribes Youth 
Club, Corby Sports Dimensions, STAGES and Deep Root Tall Trees.  These grants were 
joint funded by the Council and Corby Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG). The CCG 
supported the applications from Tribes Youth Club and Corby Sports Dimension.  Further 
information had been requested by the CCG from STAGES and Deep Roots Tall Trees. 

RESOLVED that:- 

i) Approve the withdrawing of grant funding to Safe Haven if the monitoring 
issues cannot be resolved by August 31st 2017 and at this point an invoice for 
the £2,000 is sent for the repayment of the second half of the 2016/17 grant.    

ii) Approve the recommendations for Small and Health and Wellbeing grant 
applications as detailed above, if CCG agree STAGES and Deep Roots Tall 
Trees applications. 

11. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 8 pm.  

 

 

 


