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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 30 January 2019 at 7.00pm  
in the  Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 
 

Councillors present: Councillors Dady, Beeby, Brown, Goult, Keane and McNab 

24. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Cassidy, Caine and Rutt. Councillor 
Brown was present as a substitute for Councillor Caine. 

25. Declarations of Interest 

Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No declarations were 
made. 

26. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Members were asked to approve the minutes of the Local Plan meeting held on 5 December 
2019 copies of which had been circulated.   

RESOLVED that: 

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 December 2019, copies of which had been circulated 
to Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

27. Part 2 Local Plan for Corby 

The Principal Planner (Local Plans) presented a report which introduced two topics for the 
Pre-Submission Publication version of the Part 2 Local Plan – ie Secondary School and 
Custom & Self Build Housing.  In addition, the report presented an updated timetable for the 
preparation of the Part 2 Local Plan for consideration.  

The Council had been presented with a pre-application proposal for a new secondary school 
on land to the north of Oundle Road in Weldon, together with a submission that the site was 
available and deliverable for a new 1,800 pupil school.  Concerns had been raised around 
development in the open countryside and departure from the Joint Core Strategy but the 
pressing need for the facility and the difficulty of identifying an appropriate location were 
recognised. 

There were a number of site specific considerations which would need to be addressed 
before development could take place, including: 

 A layout and form of development that adhered to the place shaping principles and high 
standards of design set out in the Joint Core Strategy. The scale and massing of 
development should be appropriate, given the site’s location on the edge of the main 
built up area; 

 Creation of a permeable and legible layout that integrated with neighbouring areas and 
connected well with the Weldon Park Sustainable Urban Extension; 

 Minimising the impacts of associated traffic and car parking on the surrounding area; 

 Provision of appropriate highway access for the site from Oundle Road; 

 Opportunities taken to improve access to the countryside and wider green infrastructure 
network; 

 Wherever practicable and appropriate, provision for community use of playing fields and 
other school facilities. 

Under the Self-build and Custom Housebuilding Act 2015, Councils were required to keep a 
register of people who wished to build their own homes and to grant permissions for enough 
serviced plots of land to meet demand.  The Council’s register had been in operation since 
March 2016. 
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The Emerging Draft Part 2 Local Plan published for Regulation 18 consultation in July 2018 
set out a requirement that developments of 125 or more dwellings or 3.5 hectares or more 
site area would be expected to make provisions for a minimum of 5% custom or self build 
properties on site, subject to appropriate demand being identified. 

Current Local Plan policies within the Joint Core Strategy encouraged the provision of 
custom and self-build. Policy 30 of that document supported proposals for custom and self 
build development. It further required Sustainable Urban Extensions and other strategic 
developments (ie 500+ dwellings) to make serviced plots available. Windfall sites in 
accordance with Policy 11 of the Joint Core Strategy would also to provide plots for custom 
and self-build housing within the built up area of settlements. 

It was possible that the existing provisions within the Joint Core Strategy would not provide 
enough serviced plots to meet potential demand for custom and self-build development over 
the plan period.  The latest evidence strengthened the requirement for further local policy 
intervention within the Part 2 Local Plan in order to facilitate the approval of the number of 
serviced plots required to meet potential demand over the plan period. 

The wide variation between demand identified on the register and demand identified within 
the Demand Assessment Framework demonstrated the need for this local policy intervention 
to be flexible and realistic otherwise it could act as a deterrent to housing delivery. It was 
therefore considered that the demand for custom and self build was best served through 
being less prescriptive about the number of plots to be delivered on the site, which should be 
determined on a case by case basis taking account of evidence of local need, the nature of 
the development proposed and the viability of the development. Furthermore, the scope of 
developments that could be captured by the policy requirements was extended to sites of 20 
dwellings or more, which was considered a reasonable minimum site size for proposals to 
accommodate a proportion of custom and self builds. 

The Demand Assessment Framework recognised that affordability was an issue in Corby 
and emphasised the requirement for affordable housing and the importance of encouraging 
the development of smaller plots. It was considered, therefore, that the existing provisions for 
the development of rural exception sites within the Joint Core Strategy could add 
opportunities for self build housing, especially for smaller and more affordable products, on 
sites not already allocated. 

The Council was required to prepare and maintain a Local Development Scheme in order to 
keep the public and other stakeholders informed and to promote good management of the 
Local Plan adoption process.  Members would recall that a timetable for the Part 2 Local Plan 
for Corby was first prepared in August 2016 and this was updated in June 2018. It was now 
necessary to update that version of the timetable on account of delays in gaining important 
parts of the evidence base and reduced staff resources.  An updated timetable was set out in 
the report. 

Members raised concerns about the location and size of the proposed new school which 
would have implications for the local community, particularly in relation to highways.   It was 
confirmed that highways issues had been highlighted in pre-application advice.  A number of 
other sites had also been looked at and all had been discounted for various reasons.  The 
location of these sites was queried and details would be circulated following the meeting. 

It was asked if the potential to increase pupil numbers at other schools had been considered 
and it was confirmed that it had and could not meet all of the demand.  The Principal Planner 
would ask about the possibility of some of the demand being met in this way to reduce pupil 
numbers at the new school. 

The Officer also emphasised that the Part 2 Plan would not be ‘supporting’ this proposal but 
would simply recognise the urgent need and highlight the significant Planning issues to be 
overcome in order to facilitate a planning application. 

In relation to custom and self-builds, it was clarified that the intention was for developers to 
be required to set land aside for this on developments of over 20 properties.  The text within 
the Part 2 Local Plan would set the timescale for self builds to come forward. 
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It was asked why no percentage figure was quoted and the Officer explained that the 
decision had been taken to move away from this approach due to the wide variation in the 
register and demand evidence which made it difficult to defend a specific figure.  Instead, 
each site would be assessed on its merits. 

Queries were raised regarding controls, ie size of property/area of land, etc, and it was 
explained that this was likely to be covered in subsequent guidance following the adoption of 
the Plan. 

RESOLVED that: 

a) The development and refinement of planning policies for the Pre-Submission Publication 
version of the Part 2 Local Plan be noted, and 

b) The updated timetable be approved for publication. 

28. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 7.25 pm.  


