
1 

Crime & Disorder Committee 
Wednesday 3 October 2018 
in Council Chamber, Corby Cube, George Street, Corby 
 
Present: Councillors Watts (Chair), Beeby, Butcher, Caine, Reay, Watt 

Co-optees: Cllr Brant, Parish Representative 

Also in attendance:   Sgt Jon Hodgson, Northants Police 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Rahman and from Owen Davison, Parish 
Representative (Cllr Brant substituting). 

2. Declarations of Interest  
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  There were no 
such declarations. 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The Panel was requested to approve the minutes of the Crime & Disorder Committee meeting 
held on 11 April 2018, copies of which had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The minutes of the meeting of the Crime & Disorder Committee held on 11 April 2018, copies of 
which had been circulated to Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

4. Community Safety Partnership Update 
The Neighbourhood Manager presented the Community Safety Partnership Update report which 
had been circulated with the agenda papers. 

On performance, Corby continued to do well in comparison with other areas although some areas 
remained challenging.  Currently, the picture on indicators was as follows: 

• Violence against the person – amber with incidents declining in the past three months; 
• Anti Social Behaviour – green; 
• Perceptions of Anti Social Behaviour – red, Countywide comparison shown in Appendix 

2; 
• Perceptions of rubbish/litter as an issue – red, Countywide picture in Appendix 3; 
• Reporting of Hate Crime – green; 
• Repeat Domestic Abuse victims – green; 
• Perception that police and Council dealing with Anti Social Behaviour – red, downward 

trend but still best in County as shown in Appendix 4. 

There had been no requirement for Domestic Homicide Reviews in 2017/18 in Corby and no 
Community Trigger requests had been received.  

There were currently two Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) in Corby, one covering the 
town centre and its surroundings addressing issues relating to alcohol consumption and begging. 
The other PSPO related to Laxton Close in the Lodge Park ward and dealt with public nuisance 
issues.  These orders were under review.   

Concern was raised in relation to anti social behaviour near West Glebe skate park and it was 
asked if this could received more attention and if the CCTV cameras in the park were working.  
Officers confirmed they were aware of the issues and had been undertaking some intensive 
patrols at different times of the day, engaging with youths in the area, etc.  Further work would be 
carried out.  
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The issue of drugs in schools was raised and it was confirmed that Council officers and PCSOs 
were liaising with schools regularly and delivering sessions on a variety of topics, including drugs. 

Cllr Caine suggested that a short crib sheet be created to help teachers spot the signs and 
indicated she would be happy to assist with this.  Officers would follow this up with the service 
provider, Aquarius. 

Concerns were raised around groups of youths causing a nuisance for residents in Church 
Street/Church Walk in Weldon, including drugs issues. This had been discussed at a recent 
Parish Council meeting.  Officers noted the concerns and would feed this back. 

It was asked if open street drug use was on the increase here as it was in Kettering and how it 
was being addressed.  Sgt Hodgson confirmed the police were well aware of the issues, partly 
caused by closure orders dispersing users into the open.  The police were trying to take a holistic 
approach but it was a difficult balance to strike, especially as some of the individuals/groups 
involved were transient. 

Comment was made that the rough sleepers in the woodlands were complaining about anti social 
behaviour of others moving in to the area.  This was quite a stable group, some of whom were 
working.  They also felt disadvantaged in relation to making complaints.  Sgt Hodgson confirmed 
this group had been visited as part of Days of Action and officers were aware of their 
circumstances and dependencies.  Many were content with living this way but this should not 
stop organisations engaging with them.  It was also confirmed that Neighbourhood Wardens were 
engaging with rough sleepers across the Borough wherever the opportunity arose - in the woods, 
at Nightlight lunch club, etc. This was helping to build relationships and it was hoped it would give 
this group greater confidence to raise issues and seek/accept support. 

Members congratulated officers for all they managed to achieve with very limited resources.  

RESOLVED that: 
The contents of the report be noted. 

5. Police & Crime Update 
Sgt Hodgson provided an update on police and crime activities.  Operation Viper had been the 
main priority recently, aimed at tackling serious and organised crime, including gangs, firearms, 
drugs, modern slavery and human trafficking, fraud, money laundering and cybercrime. 

Activities included Days of Action, visits to car washes to check for slavery/trafficking issues, 
cuckooing prevention work (ie visits to identified vulnerable people to prevent their homes being 
taken over by crime gangs) and a variety of awareness raising initiatives.  Some significant 
arrests had taken place and were detailed in the presentation. 

It was noted that there had been a spate of burglaries from licensed premises and other 
commercial buildings.  The police had suspects but needed more information from the public to 
assist with evidence gathering, etc.  There were also issues around the night time economy 
across Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough and a risk based approach was being taken due to 
the limited resources available.  

Comment was made that the closure of Corby police station had diverted resources away from 
the town and crime figures were suffering as a result.  It was noted that a new Chief Constable 
was in post and this may result in changes to some working practices.  The deployment of 
resources was based on the calls being received and assessments of the seriousness/risks in 
each case. 

It was suggested that licensed premises should pay a higher contribution to policing as they were 
responsible for many of the problems and reaped the profits.  Alternatively, reduced licensing 
hours should be imposed.  Sgt Hodgson understood the argument but also pointed out that the 
trade generally managed their premises well but took no responsibility for what happened in the 
wider area.  

The use/success of the Ask Angela scheme was queried.  No figures were available but 
anecdotal evidence was positive and there were moves to spread the campaign to Kettering and 
throughout the Community Alcohol Partnership area.  
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6. CCTV 
The Community Safety Manager presented an update on the CCTV service, including an annual 
review of public space CCTV locations across the Borough and compliance with GDPR 2018. 

There were currently 120 cameras in public spaces, seven work space cameras and four ANPR 
cameras in place.  Opportunities for expansion of the network via S106 funding, etc, would 
continue to be pursued. 

The total number of CCTV supported arrests for 2018 was 90 so far and details were provided of 
other information enquiries received.  The system continued to play a key role in reducing crime 
and the fear of crime in Corby. 

A plea was made for the camera in Butland Road to be reinstated as an increase in litter and anti 
social behaviour had been noticed.  Officers explained that the camera which had been at this 
site was one of the five deployable suite bought several years ago which had now exceeded their 
life expectancy.  The cost for a new camera for this location was £1,200 and this would be 
pursued if funding could be identified.  A donation from the Community Association to be sought. 

Coverage in West Glebe Park was queried and it was confirmed that the camera at the lower 
entrance was on its last legs.  It was linked to the control room but had limited usefulness.  The 
top entrance camera had lost power when the housing development had taken place and no-one 
was accepting responsibility for this. 

It was also noted that the camera near Decades nightclub was damaged.  The contractor would 
be asked to look at this. 

A plea was made for a camera in or near the Rose Garden on Rockingham Road.  Officers 
confirmed this had been looked at previously and the cost for ground works and power supply 
was prohibitive at £10k to £12k.  Alternatives such as solar or wind power were currently being 
explored and would also be considered for this site.   

7. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 8.05 pm. 
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