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One Corby Policy Committee 
Tuesday 3rd November 2020 

At 7:00 pm via Zoom (virtual meeting) 

 

Present: - Councillor T Beattie (Chair), McGhee, Keane, McEwan, Addison, Elliston, 

Sims, Colquhoun, Dalziel & Wellings. 

 

7.  Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies were received from Councillors Eyles, Pengelly, P Beattie & Watt. 

 

8.  Declarations of Interest 

 

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 

discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of any 

interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. 

 

No declarations of interest were made. 

 

9.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 

The minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meeting held on 6th October 2020 had been 

circulated. 

 

RESOLVED that: - 

 

The minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meeting held on 6th October 2020 be 

approved. 

 

10.  Corby Town Council 

 

The Committee noted that officers were currently working on proposals to be incorporated into 
a Community Governance Order seeking to create a Corby Town Council. In doing so, officers 
were aware of the need to ensure that any new Town Council was created in a “safe and legal” 
manner and was financially sustainable. 
  
It was further noted, that from 1st April 2021 any new Town Council would need to start 
developing a working relationship with the new North Northamptonshire Council; this would 
also apply to the other new town councils in Kettering and Wellingborough, together with 
existing town and parish councils in the area. 
 
Officers stressed that Corby Town Council would be a new independent body. The Town 
Council would need to operate within the appropriate legislation and procedures that applied, 
which did differ in areas from those of principal authorities. The statutory responsibilities of the 
Town Council would be limited. 
 
Corby Town Council would need to be financially supported by the introduction of a precept. 
This would be a new tax levied on the citizens of Corby only. It was noted that over 18% of 
the current Corby Borough Electorate electorate already live in parished areas. Any new 
precept would apply to the unparished area of the Borough only. 
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Officers updated the Committee in relation to the current parish precepts levied within the 
Borough. Members noted that about 25% of the Borough’s tax base was already subject to a 
parish precept. 
 
It was important that the Town Council have the opportunity to develop, once its new staff and 
councillors were in place. The elections for the new Town Council would be held in May 2021, 
combined with the elections for the new unitary council and for the Police, Fire and Crime 
Commissioner. Existing parished areas may also have elections on that day.  
 

Included in the report were series of general principles to be followed in the drafting of the 

Community Governance Order to be presented to Full Council, subject to public consultation. 

The overall principles were to ensure that the new Town Council was created from 1st April 

2021, that it was created in a “safe and legal manner”, and that appropriate systems and 

resources were in place to ensure its efficient and effective operation. 

 

The priority was to establish a Town Council. It was anticipated that the new council, together 

with other town and parish councils, would have discussions with the new unitary council, 

regarding the role that it [the Town Council] could play in the future in serving the Corby 

community. 

 

The new Town Council would ensure that the town retained a “civic presence” and could work 

towards representing the local community and develop provision of services in the town. 

 

Councillors for the new Corby Town Council would be elected on Thursday 6th May 2021. 

These elections would be combined with those for North Northamptonshire Council and the 

Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner. The Town Council would need to cover those costs 

directly associated with its own elections and share other costs pro rata. It was proposed that 

the wards will be coterminous with those of the unitary council. 

 

General Principles to be applied 

 

(i)  Ensure that Corby Town Council was established in a “safe and legal manner”; 
 

(ii) That Vesting Day was 1st April 2021; 
 

(iii) That Corby Borough Council make arrangements to transfer only those assets, 
liabilities and responsibilities to the Town Council which were required by 
legislation; 
 

(iv) That Corby Borough Council minimise the financial impact of the introduction of a 
Town Council precept, whilst ensuring that there was adequate financial resource 
for the new Town Council to operate in an efficient and effective manner; 
 

(v) That the ward boundaries for the new Town Council were coterminous with those 
of the unitary council from Vesting Day; 
 

(vi) That the number of councillors elected to Corby Town Council would be 17; 
 

(vii) That arrangements were in place for the transfer of civic regalia to the new Corby 
Town Council; 
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(viii) That arrangements were commenced for the transfer of the Civic Crest to the new 
Corby Town Council; 
 

(ix) That Corby Borough Council make office and meeting accommodation available, 
through a lease arrangement, in order for the new council to operate in an effective 
manner; 
 

(x) That Corby Borough Council make arrangements to transfer furniture and 
equipment to the Town Council to enable the new council to operate in an effective 
manner; 
 

(xi) That Corby Borough Council develop job descriptions and a recruitment timetable 
for the employment of appropriate staff, with interviews being conducted by Town 
Council members; 
 

(xii) That Corby Borough Council develop draft documents (inc. Constitution), policies 
and procedures for consideration by the Town Council at its inaugural meeting; 
 

(xiii) That Corby Borough Council ensure appropriate insurances are in place for the 
Town Council from Vesting Day; 
 

(xiv) That Corby Borough Council ensure payroll, banking and financial systems and 
procedures are in place to enable the new council to operate in an effective 
manner; 
 

(xv) That arrangements are made for appropriate subscriptions to outside bodies from 
Vesting Day for the new Town Council; 
 

(xvi) That arrangements are made for appropriate officer support for the new Town 
Council prior to recruitment to permanent posts (period March – July 2021). 
 

There would be the need for some expenditure prior to Vesting Day in relation to the costs 

around the establishment of the Town Council. Officers were requesting that £15,000 be 

drawn down from Reserves to cover known costs. These costs included the engagement of 

NCALC to assist in the project, and potential costs relating to the College of Arms. 

 

Corby Town Council would be able to levy a precept to ensure adequate income was obtained 

to ensure the efficient and effective running of the new council. Any precept levied would be 

in addition to any Council Tax levied by the new unitary or precept from the Police, Fire and 

Crime Commissioner’s office. 

 

It was not currently proposed to transfer any other assets at this time to the Town Council due 

to the additional financial strain this would place on the new council, and corresponding 

increase on the precept. There would be an increase in staffing, capital and insurance costs. 

 

Councillor Colquhoun queried the status of the town council, and whether it was effectively a 

parish council. Officers confirmed that both town and parish councils were defined as “local 

councils”, and there were similarities. It was noted that Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough 

town councils would be of significant size, and as they developed would hopefully develop a 

relationship with the new unitary for the delivery of appropriate services, and provide a strong 

voice for the residents of Corby. 
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Councillor Wellings queried whether the new town council would be non-party political. 

Officers explained that the law determined that candidates for office could stand as 

“Independents”, or with the agreement of the relevant political party as a “party candidate”. 

That was a matter for the candidate, the town council could define itself as non-party political. 

 

Councillor McGhee, whilst welcoming the report, reminded the Committee that the demise of 

the district/borough councils was a result of the issues arising at NCC, and the proposal before 

Members was to ensure that Corby residents continued to have an effective voice, and that 

local issues and priorities were clearly communicated. A town council would help to reinforce 

the views of local residents. 

 

Councillor McGhee felt that the Borough Council should be making steps to discuss the 

possible transfer of assets and delivery of services to the town council, for example the 

woodlands and play areas. Councillor McGhee recognised that a dialogue needed to be 

opened with the unitary council on these issues. Councillor McGhee felt that there needed to 

be an open debate on these issues. 

 

Officers confirmed that any new Corby town council should explore in discussion with the 

unitary council the possibility of delegated or devolved delivery of services, however officers 

reminded the Committee that any new town council would initially have no staff and no 

reserves. It was intended to try to keep any local precept as low as possible, as this would be 

an additional tax on local residents. Any delegation or devolvement of service delivery needed 

to be accompanied by an appropriate grant or budget from the unitary council. 

 

Councillor Sims whilst welcoming the report and the proposal, did stress the importance of 

keeping any local precept as low as possible, in order not to add a significant additional 

financial burden onto taxpayers, although financial reserves will need to be built up over time. 

It was important that any new town council work with the new unitary in partnership, and that 

the town council continues to provide Corby with a voice in local policy development. 

Councillor Sims felt that it was important that Members focus on the future and avoid blaming 

NCC or others for the situation currently faced. 

 

Councillor Keane queried on whether local parish councils in the Borough were supportive of 

the proposal, and whether there was any merit on forming some form of Member/public group 

to assist in the development of the town council. Officers confirmed, if agreed by Committee, 

the town council would be developed in a “safe and legal” manner. It would be up to the new 

town council to develop and prioritise its aims and objectives, in whatever manner it deemed 

appropriate. The town councillors (to be elected in May 2021) needed to be allowed to decide 

future town council policy. 

 

Councillors Addison and Colquhoun noted that the abolition of Corby Borough Council was a 

direct result of recommendations in the Max Caller Report arising from his investigation into 

the operation of NCC, commissioned by the Secretary of State. 

 

Councillor Wellings supported the proposal to establish a town council, stating that it was 

important that local representatives had the opportunity to raise local residents concerns and 

help identify local priorities. 

 

Councillor T Beattie reminded the Committee that the report related to the creation of a town 

council, not trying to recreate a district. It was important that a town council was established, 
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and that it be left to develop its own agenda and priorities. This would include potential 

discussions with the unitary council regarding potential devolution of service delivery. 

 

Councillor T Beattie also reminded the Committee, that prior to the LGR Programme, none of 

the main towns in North Northamptonshire had felt it necessary to consider the creation of 

town councils. This matter had arisen as a direct result of the move to a unitary council. 

 

Councillor Wellings queried how the electoral boundaries had been drawn-up. Officers 

explained the process, which involved an independent review. It was noted that an 

independent review of the unitary council boundaries would be conducted before 2025; it was 

suggested any town council boundaries could be reviewed before 2025 to ensure consistency. 

 

The recommendations in the report were MOVED by Councillor Addison and SECONDED by 

Councillor Colquhoun.  

 

RESOLVED that: - 

 

(i) The principles detailed within the report, to allow for the completion of a Community 

Governance Order to be submitted to Full Council for determination, be confirmed; 

(ii) A budget of £15,000 to be drawn down from Reserves in 2020/21 to assist in 

preparations for the creation of the new Corby Town Council be agreed; 

(iii) The Council engage the services of NCLAC to assist in the preparations for a new 

Town Council; 

(iv) The public be consulted on the agreed principles; and 

(v) Formal proposals on the formation of a Corby Town Council be submitted to the 

Full Council meeting on 16th December 2020. 

 

11.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

RESOLVED that: - 

The press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 

reports on the grounds that they contain exempt information as defined in the Local 

Government Act 1972 (as amended) 

Paragraph 3 

Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 

authority holding) that information. 

(Live streaming to You Tube ceased at this point) 

 

12.  Lincoln Pub Site (Summary Minute) 

 

The Committee received a report requesting that they agree to the surrender of a long lease 

interest at the Lincoln Pub to facilitate the redevelopment of the site to provide affordable 

homes. 

 

RESOLVED that: - 

 

(i) The Council agree the surrender of the long leasehold interest of the former Lincoln 

Pub site on the terms detailed within the report; and 
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(ii) The appropriation of the site from the General Fund to the Housing Revenue 

Account. 

 

13.  Close of Meeting 

 

Meeting closed at 8:01 pm. 

 


