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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 3 July 2013 at 7.00pm  
in the  Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillors McEwan, Dady, Kettle, Rahman, Heggs and 

Bromhall 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Brown & Pengelly. 

2. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations 
were made. 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 27 March 2013, copies of which had been circulated to 
Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

4. Draft North Northamptonshire Statement of Community Involvement 
The Planning Officer (Local Plan) presented a report providing Members with an overview of 
the key elements of the Draft North Northamptonshire Statement of Community Involvement 
(SCI) and was seeking Committee endorsement for the draft SCI to go out to public 
consultation. 

The revised SCI had been updated to reflect changes made to the development plan system 
since its adoption in 2006, notably the greater flexibility that planning authorities have when 
preparing Local Plans and the requirements of the Localism Act. 

It was considered that by streamlining the SCI it would make the document more usable and 
by not setting out consultation requirements beyond Local Plans and planning applications 
would allow authorities flexibility to undertake consultation on other documents such as 
Supplementary Planning Documents in accordance with national regulations. 

The draft SCI had to be subject to public consultation before it could be adopted by the Joint 
Planning Committee and partner authorities. It was proposed that the document would go out 
alongside the Interim Housing Policy Statement. 

Members expressed concerns that this document was being driven by the Government 
wanting to progress issues more quickly, it seemed to be scoping and then advertising and 
online rather than a more in depth consideration. Members said these kinds of public 
consultations used to be advertised in the local papers. 

Officers assured Members that latter stages still went out to wider consultation and that 
advertising still took place, site notices and neighbour notifications still took place for planning 
and however contentious an issue it would be examined.  

Chair suggested that ways of promoting what was going on might be something the 
Committee may wish to look at in the future. 

Members also said they would like to see more cross county co-operation where notification 
was concerned.  

The Head of Planning and Environmental Services said he was conscious of the issues and 
it was suggested that Members contact Chair with any issues and HoS Planning & 
Environmental Services and Chair would arrange a meeting to discuss. 

7.25 pm Cllr Heggs left the meeting. 
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RESOLVED that:-  
Approval of the Draft SCI be granted for consultation subject to any minor amendments. 

5. Interim Housing Policy Statement 
The Principal Planner (Local Plans) presented a report on the Interim Housing Policy 
Statement seeking approval for it to be published for public consultation. 

An Interim Housing Policy Statement was considered at the North Northamptonshire Joint 
Planning Committee on 13 June 2013. The first section of the statement set out housing 
targets for the Borough from 2011 to 2021 based on the latest evidence. The second section 
was to be agreed by each partner authority and was the subject of the report before 
Committee. The aim was to identify a schedule of specific deliverable sites which could meet 
the housing targets identified in the first section of the statement. 

The Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) set a target of 52,100 homes in North Northamptonshire 
between 2001 and 2021, currently 16,640 properties had been achieved and planning 
permission for a further 20,000 was in place. However the recession had prevented the scale 
of demand and investment necessary to deliver the targets and the associated infrastructure 
and economic development envisaged in the CSS. 

The targets in the adopted plan were not only undeliverable but out of date in view of the 
latest CLG Household Projections and changed national and regional policy context. The 
Interim Statement set out the five year housing requirement of 3,051 homes in Corby 
between 2014 and 2019. 

The National Planning Policy Framework indicated that for sites to be included in the five 
year supply they should be deliverable. The report included some sources of housing land 
that had been examined including: 

• Existing commitments at 1st April 2013 (sites currently under construction and sites 
with valid planning permission) 

• Current planning applications with a Committee resolution to grant consent 

• Specific sites without planning permission at 1st  April 2013 

• Sites allocated in emerging plan, and 

• Sites identified in the NNSHLAA as immediately available or capable of being made 
available within five years. 

Specific Sites without planning permission had been included where clear evidence was 
available that a scheme would come forward within a five year supply: 

• Former Kingswood School: Land in public ownership. Pre-application local consultation 
held in June 2013.  Agents acting on behalf of the landowner indicate that around 90 
houses could be built out by 2017.  

• Former Beanfield School: Land in public ownership. Pre-application local consultation 
held in June 1013.  Agents acting on behalf of the landowner indicate that over 91 
houses could be built out by 2017.  

• Canada Square: Identified in the North Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessment as immediately available or capable of being made available 
within five years. A developer has been appointed and grant funding committed under 
the Affordable Homes Programme to ensure delivery of 65 homes within five years. 

• Hunting Lodge, Cottingham: This site was granted planning permission for 18 houses 
in May 2013. It is considered highly likely that this unconstrained site will be delivered 
within the 5 year timeframe. 

• Land off Stanion Lane: Allocated for housing within the saved Local Plan and identified 
in the North Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment as 
immediately available or capable of being made available within five years. Planning 
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application for 18 dwellings due to be determined shortly. Site is owned by a developer 
that is anxious to commence development. 

• Land off Stanion Lane: Site has no significant constraints and is owned by a developer 
anxious to commence development. Planning application for 14 dwellings due to be 
determined shortly.  

It was reasonable to assume that not all planning permissions would be implemented, 
particularly smaller sites which had not been subject to individual assessment. In order to 
ensure a robust approach there was a need to make an allowance for non-implementation 
(lapse rate) of a proportion of small permissions. 

The NPPF defined windfalls as sites which had not been specifically identified as available 
and would normally have been previously developed sites that had unexpectedly become 
available. Inclusion of these would be supported if there was compelling evidence that this 
was a consistent and reliable source of land supply. 

The officer concluded the total land supply for 3,748 homes was in excess of the minimum 
five year housing requirement of 3,051 homes established in the Interim Housing Policy 
Statement. This was clarified in the officer’s report. In calendar terms, the five year land 
supply stood at 6.1 years. Hence, there was actually a 23% buffer over the five year 
requirement. 

 Subject to approval the statement would be published for consultation over an eight week 
period through to the end of September, allowing the relevant committees to consider in 
October. 

Members were concerned about village boundaries it seemed that building could take place 
anywhere; they also asked about the types of housing whether or not it was energy saving 
or not. Members did not want to stop building but wanted eco-friendly properties where 
possibly.  

Officers responded saying there were some controls, advising builders on grey water usage 
etc, but it would depend on policies and principals already adopted and it was not always 
viable to build eco-friendly homes. JPU were currently looking at a policy to bring in greener 
issues. 

Members asked if it was within the Councils gift to have minimum standards or did the 
market prevent this, if housing was other than social was there room for negotiation, if the 
Council said that certain things were our standards how would this work? 

Officers explained that developers do try to something’s but can not always do what the 
Council requires. The Council try to achieve BREEAM Excellent but only managed Good on 
some buildings. 

Members asked about reclaimed land, would the Council allocate it and what were the risks. 
Officers replied that this sort of land could be allocated and the developer would have to 
determine on contamination, made up ground etc. 

RESOLVED that:-  
Members endorse the Interim Housing Policy Statement for consultation 

6. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 8.15 pm. 


