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Local Plan Committee  
Tuesday 3rd February 2015 at 7.00pm  
in the  Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 
 

Councillors present: Councillors Elliston (Chair), Bromhall, Pengelly, Kettle & Dady 

20. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Rahman.   

21. Declarations of Interest 

Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest and 
whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations were 
made. 

22. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

RESOLVED that: 

The minutes of the meeting held on 17 December 2014, copies of which had been circulated 
to Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

23. North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Review 

The Principal Planner (Local Plans) presented a report updating Members on the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Review.  

Since the last progress report to Committee the Joint Planning Committee at its meeting on 18 
December 2014 agreed the Pre-submission Draft Joint Core Strategy for consultation, subject 
to minor amendments and final editing. 

The key differences were: 

 It has been made explicit that measures to improve connectivity between the existing 
town and the western urban extension must not compromise the function of the 
A6003 as a primary route, 

 The requirement for the preparation of a bespoke energy strategy for the western 
urban extension has been added, 

 Greater flexibility has been introduced to the housing mix policy to support aspirations 
for bigger homes. 

 Cockerell Road policy amended to provide greater adaptability  

 Glossary and mapping added for clarity 

The content of the Joint Core Strategy was attached to the Officers report, it was a substantial 
document and the following provided a brief summary of each Section and sought to highlight 
issues most likely to interest Members: 

Introduction. This sets the context for the Plan and summarises the consultation process. 

Vision and Outcomes. This section outlines a spatial portrait of the area and issues to be 
addressed in the Plan. It sets out the overall vision and outcomes for North Northamptonshire 
that recognises that smart and innovative regeneration and growth is fundamental to 
transforming Corby. 

Core Policies. This section covers policies related to ‘Protecting and enhancing assets’ and 
‘Ensuring high quality development’. Policy 1 is an overarching policy on the presumption in 
favour of sustainable development and what this means in North Northamptonshire. The 
subsequent policies provide many of the decision making policies on environmental and 
cultural assets alongside ‘place-shaping’ design principles for North Northamptonshire. 
Infrastructure provision is also included in this section. 
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Spatial Policies. This section defines the role that settlements will play in delivering the vision 
and outcomes for North Northamptonshire. It does this through subsequent policies on 
delivering economic prosperity, delivering homes and an infrastructure strategy. This section 
establishes the overall level of housing, employment and retail provision, Green Infrastructure 
policy, and the main transport policies.  

Development Principles for Strategic Site. This section sets out development principles for 
the Sustainable Urban Extensions and strategic sites, including West Corby and Cockerell 
Road. 

Monitoring and Implementation Framework. This section provides information on the 
Infrastructure required to deliver the Plan. It also sets out monitoring targets and indicators to 
measure the effectiveness of the Plan 

The Pre-submission Joint Core Strategy would be published for consultation for a six week 
period from 26 January 2015. The purpose of the consultation was to allow representations to 
be made before the Strategy was submitted to the Secretary of State for examination by an 
inspector. Representations would be forwarded for consideration by the inspector, comments 
at this stage in the plan would have to be more structured than in previous consultations. 
Representations would need to relate to whether legal requirement for producing the plan had 
been met, whether the requirements of the Duty to Co-operate had been met and whether the 
Strategy was ‘sound’. 

Following closure of the consultation period all comments would be assessed and analysed, a 
further report update would be brought back to Committee, currently this was expected to be 
summer/autumn which could depending on the inspector’s findings mean adoption of the 
Strategy by the end of 2015. 

Members raised questions about flexibility of housing as although smaller homes were needed 
builders would prefer to go with larger ones, members felt that if bigger properties were built 
then there would be none available for those who wanted to downsize, Councillor Pengelly 
explained that the Joint Planning Committee had to decide what to do and developers would 
not build homes that people did not want. 

There was concern about Deenethorpe which sat just outside the Borough Boundary, it sits 
outside the spatial strategy of the Core Spatial Strategy, and members felt it was important to 
make sure there was proper dialogue with Weldon and others. The Head of Planning and 
Environmental Services said the issues of Deenethorpe had been discussed and ithe policy 
strengthened to provide a robust framework for cross boundary working.  

RESOLVED that:-  

Members note the progress on the Joint Core Strategy and publication of the Pre-Submission 
Plan for consultation. 

24. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 7.40 pm.            

                                     


