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One Corby Policy Committee 
Tuesday 3rd December 2019  
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby   
 
Present: - Councillor T Beattie, Eyles, Keane, McEwan, Addison, Pengelly, P Beattie, 

Watt, Colquhoun & Beeby. 
 
44. Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Sims, Latta & Elliston. 
 
45. Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of any 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. No declarations 
were made. 

46. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meeting held on 6th November 2019 had 
been circulated. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee held on 6th November 2019 be 
approved. 

 
47. Statement of Licensing Policy 
 
The report before the Committee requested approval for minor revisions to the current 
Statement of Licensing Policy which regulated entertainment, late night refreshment and the 
sale of alcohol.  
 
The revised Statement had been subject to consultation and all local authorities had worked 
together to produce the revised document. Details of the revised Statement and of the 
consultation responses received were included as appendices to the report. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The Statement of Licensing Policy  
 
48. A43/Steel Road Marginal Viability Fund Bid 
 
The purpose of the report before Committee was to advise of a successful Marginal Viability 
Fund bid via the Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF), and to seek agreement to procure the 
services of Northamptonshire Highways to undertake an option feasibility assessment. 
 
In June 2017 the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government launched HIF.  
The funding is government capital grant and would be awarded to local authorities on a 
competitive basis.  
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Corby Borough Council was working in partnership with the North Northamptonshire Joint 
Planning Delivery Unit, KBC, BCW and ENC to submit a range of bids across the respective 
area.  
 
One of Corby Borough Council’s bids into the Marginal Viability Fund related to works required 
by the Priors Hall Sustainable Urban Extension at the A43/Steel Road junction. This bid, which 
was for circa £3.97m, had been successful in principle and the Council had been working with 
Homes England to develop the bid documents and proceed with the project. 
 
In order to proceed, and to begin the draw-down of funding, a more detailed design of the 
proposed improvements needed to be developed. Northamptonshire Highways had provided 
a fee estimate (attached), which set out the cost and timetable for delivery of that design. 
  
The fee, which came to £57,409, needed to be agreed to before Northamptonshire Highways 
could commence that set of work. Homes England had identified that should the scheme 
proceed to delivery, Corby Borough Council would be able to reclaim that money against the 
£3.97m secured. 
 
Should the scheme not proceed beyond the design stage – as a result of the mitigation 
measures proposed being too costly, or the design not deliverable for some other reason – 
Corby Borough Council would not be able to refund it’s expenditure on this work. 
 
Councillor Watt welcomed the report and fully supported the proposal. There were increased 
levels of traffic in the area identified and investment in improvements should be supported. 
 
Councillor Addison queried why there had been a delay in bringing this forward. Councillor 
Addison was keen to see the design phase progressed to increase the possibility of capital 
monies being secured. 
 
Officers confirmed that there were delays in Government agencies and departments 
progressing schemes. 
 
Councillor Pengelly supported the recommendation and was assured that Government money 
had been allocated to support projects. The sooner a successful design could be produced 
increased the chances of securing some of that money. 

RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) Corby Borough Council instruct Northamptonshire Highways to undertake the 
design work, so that the project can proceed to the next phase. 

 
49. Towns Fund 
 
The report before Members noted Corby’s inclusion within the Towns Fund initiative and 
considered arrangements for taking the project forward. 

In September 2019 the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) 
announced a £3.6 billion Towns Fund to support over 100 places across England, of which 
Corby was included in the list of towns.  
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The prospectus outlining the framework for how the Towns Fund will be administered was 
released in November 2019. The report summarised the project objectives and process for 
the Council taking the project forward.  

The Towns Fund invited the Council to agree a Town Deal with government, as a means of 
accessing external funding of up to £25m per place to facilitate economic regeneration and 
deliver long term economic and productivity growth. The prospectus identified three key 
objectives: 

Urban regeneration, planning and land use: ensuring towns are thriving places for people 
to live and work, including by: increasing density in town centres; strengthening local economic 
assets including local cultural assets; site acquisition, remediation, preparation, regeneration; 
and making full use of planning tools to bring strategic direction and change.  

Skills and enterprise infrastructure: driving private sector investment and ensuring towns 
have the space to support skills and small business development.  

Connectivity: developing local transport schemes that complement regional and national 
networks, as well as supporting the delivery of improved digital connectivity  

As Lead Council, Corby Borough Council would be responsible for setting up and convening 
a Town Deal Board by the end of January, and producing a Town Investment Plan by no later 
than Summer 2020. This would include developing business cases for specific proposals to 
enable a Town Deal to be agreed with Government. The Council would also have to agree the 
boundary of the town capable of benefiting from the Town Fund. By default, this reverted to 
the Office for National Statistics boundary shown in Appendix 1, but given the growth of Corby 
in recent and over future years, Officers were discussing a revised boundary with MHCLG to 
include key strategic sites.  

The Council would form the Town Deal Board to serve as an advisory function in creating the 
Town Investment Plan. This included establishing governance and decision making 
arrangements, with board membership to include: 

Corby Borough Council Member and Officer representation. 

Other tiers of Local Government, including Northamptonshire County Council, Parish Councils 
and the Shadow Authority when established. 

Member of Parliament. 

Local Businesses and investors. 

Local Enterprise Partnership. 

Community representation. 

Also, there was an opportunity to include other organisations within the board or through 
engagement activity. For example, Further Education colleges, government agencies and 
Jobcentre Plus. There was also a requirement that where appropriate the board was chaired 
by a private sector representative. In order to meet the January date for convening the first 
board meeting work was underway to identify suitable organisations to represent the above 
stakeholders.  

The Town Investment Plan should set out investment priorities that generate economic growth, 
were supported by clear evidence of need and align with the objectives of the fund. Whilst the 
Town Investment Plan did not require MHCLG agreement, to be able to benefit from Towns 
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Fund investment of up to £25m per place, the proposals and business case deriving from the 
plan must align with the objectives of the fund. In particular how the proposals would leverage 
other local and private investment in the town. It was envisaged existing strategies such as 
the Part 2 Local Plan, currently out for consultation, the North Northamptonshire Investment 
Framework, and South East Midlands Industrial Strategies would provide a base upon which 
to develop Corby’s Investment Plan.  

Further guidance was not yet available on how Town Deals would be agreed, including the 
amount of capital and revenue funding available, and the interventions that could be supported 
through the fund. However, the eventual Town Investment Plan and the financial implications 
of any proposals would be subject to future Policy Committee approval, before submission to 
MHCLG. 

To support community engagement with the project, the MyTown campaign had been 
established to allow local people to submit ideas for how to improve skills and transport, create 
new jobs and regenerate their local community. However, it was anticipated separate 
community engagement events would be required to fully engage with community 
stakeholders.  

To enable this work, capacity funding of £162,019 had been allocated to the Council via a 
grant. This funding was to support convening the Town Deal Board, running business and 
wider community engagement events, Developing Town Investment Plans and providing 
technical expertise for business case development. To enable the Council to deliver this 
project within the above timescales, it was proposed that this funding is utilised to procure 
external project support, with day to day project delivery overseen by the Council’s Economic 
Development Officer and Head of Property Services. Given the time constraints of using a 
traditional tender route it was anticipated a procurement framework would be utilised.   

Councillor T Beattie noted that where appropriate the Board was to be chaired by someone 
from the private sector. Councillor Beattie wondered what “where appropriate” meant and 
under what circumstances it could not be chaired by someone from the private sector. Officers 
suggested that there may be a lack of volunteers, or conflicts of interest which may prohibit a 
private sector representative being appointed. Officers confirmed that work had already been 
undertaken to gauge interest locally, and administrative work on the formation of the Board 
had been undertaken. The Board was required to hold its inaugural meeting in January 2020. 

Councillor Addison commented that the report indicated a tight timescale. Officers confirmed 
that work had commenced on some issues in preparation. Councillor Addison wondered 
whether the Council would need to pay any of the capacity funding back, should the Council’s 
funding bid be unsuccessful. Officers confirmed that no capacity funding would need to be 
paid back. 

Councillor Pengelly welcomed the report and noted the tight timescale. Councillor T Beattie 
commented that the Government had set challenging deadlines but officers were already 
making preparations. 

Councillor Colquhoun noted the attached map extract showing the geographic area covered 
by the Fund. Councillor Colquhoun wondered whether this could be amended. Officers 
confirmed the boundary was based on ONS data and was proposed by Government, however 
arguments for reasonable adjustments could be made. Councillor Colquhoun suggested that 
Little Stanion could be included. 



One Corby Policy Committee 
3rd December 2019 

 

39 
 

Councillor Eyles noted that Rockingham Motor Speedway was included within the boundary 
although most of this was within East Northamptonshire. Officers confirmed that the 
Government had included this area in the prospectus. 

Councillor Watt felt that the Fund represented a good opportunity for further investment in 
transport, infrastructure and employment opportunities. 

Councillor T Beattie reminded Members that if agreed the town could bid for up to £25m. The 
Board when established would need to create imaginative schemes that would attract 
Government support, the £25m was not automatically given. In addition, Councillor T Beattie 
reminded Committee that the Fund was for the whole town not just the town centre. 

Councillor Pengelly proposed that the Leader and the Deputy Leader be the Council 
representatives on any established Board; this was agreed. 

RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) A Town Deal Board be established, in-line with the Towns Fund Guidance; 
ii) That the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council be appointed to represent the 

Council on any Town Deal Board; and 
iii) The capacity funding grant of £162,019 to the Council be accepted, and utilise the 

funding to support the creation of a Town Investment Plan. 
 
50. Budget Monitoring Q2 – General Fund, Housing Revenue Account and Capital 
Programme 
 
The report set out the income and expenditure forecasts for the year in relation to the General 
Fund, Housing Revenue Account (HRA) and the Capital Programme based on April – 
September expenditure. 
 
The General Fund showed an underspend of £460k, as compared to £178k at the end of June 
2019, against a gross budget of £48m. 
 
The HRA showed a projected an underspend of £107k, as compared to £139k at the end of 
June 2019, against a gross budget of £23m. 
 
A breakdown of the latest capital programme for 2018/19 and expenditure to the end of 
September 2019 was included within appendices accompanying the report. 
 
Officers drew Committee’s attention to the update on capital projects (Appendix C). It was 
noted that there was good progress against the vast majority of projects. It was noted that 
three projects were yet to maintain progress and may potentially need monies carried forward 
into 2020/21. Given that the unitary programme had been delayed by a year then the Council 
may have the capacity in the 2020/21 budget to allow carry forwards. 
 
Councillor Pengelly welcomed the capital programme and the progress to date. Councillor 
Pengelly particularly welcomed the investment in the shopping parades. Officers provided a 
brief verbal summary of works being undertaken at parades. 
 
Councillor McEwan queried the reference to the Corby Culvert project. This was indicated in 
“red” and had not progressed. This was a long standing project, but it was noted that more 
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recently there had been indications from Anglian Water that the works may not be necessary. 
Officers would discuss with both Anglian Water and the Environment Agency. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The financial position of the General Fund, the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) 
and the Capital Programme contained in the report be noted; 

ii) The relevant Heads of Service/Directors and the Director of Corporate Services be 
instructed to review all areas of expenditure within the General Fund and the 
Housing Revenue Account with a view to minimising any overspend; 

iii) The additional £40k to the Human Resources training budget within the General 
Fund be noted; and 

iv) Changes to the housing capital schemes as detailed under the Capital Programme 
section within the report be approved. 

 
51. Exclusion of the Press and Public 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
The press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
reports on the grounds that they contain exempt information as defined in the Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended). 

Paragraph 3 
Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
authority holding that information 

52. Woodsend Bowls Club (SUMMARY Minute) 
 
The Committee considered a report to grant a lease to the Woodsend Bowls Club at 
Woodsend Pavilion.  
 
RESOLVED to:- 
 

i) Approve Option 1. 
 
53. Close of Meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 7:34 pm. 


