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Grants Committee  
Wednesday 29 November 2017 

6.00pm in Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 

Present: Councillors McGhee, Goult, Addison, Latta and Reay 

20. Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies. 

21. Minutes of the Grants Sub Committee 

Members were asked to note the minutes of the Grants Sub Committee meeting held on 
21 September 2017. 

Members asked for an update on Safe Haven, officers explained that there had still been 
no contact, Chair asked officers to contact the Housing Department for information on the 
property. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The minutes of the Grants Sub Committee held on 21 September 2017 be noted. 

22. Declarations of Interests 

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to 
be discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of 
the interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. 
Councillor Addison declared a personal non prejudicial interest in the Roof Top Gallery as 
she was a Trustee and Councillor McGhee declared a personal non prejudicial interest in 
Safe Haven. 

23. The Core at Corby Cube Performance Report 

A report was presented updating Committee on the performance of Corby Cube Theatre 
Trust, ‘The Core’ for the last twelve months. 

In August 2016 OCPC agreed as a short measure to continue grant funding the Core until 
31 March 2018, it was highlighted in the report that the Medium Term Financial Strategy 
required savings to be made over the following two to three years of £1m and £1.5m. 

Performance programme delivery had previously been reported annually to OSP, the 
governance and quality of work undertaken by the Core was recognised regionally and 
nationally and was highly regarded by Arts Council England. 

Since opening the Core Theatre had been recognised by Arts Council England as one of 
its National Portfolio Organisations and since 2010 had received revenue grants funding of 
£1.27m and capital funding of £400k. 

The Core Theatre also received some grant funding from charities and trusts, this was 
usually restricted funding for specific project work. 

Mr Martin Sutherland attended Committee with Mr Gary Tate to give a summary of what 
the Core had achieved since it opened 7 years ago. 

Last year more people signed up as members than previously and the number of the adult 
audience had grown. Outreach Education both in the theatre and in schools had taken 
place and all made possible by funding and ticket sales. 

The plan for the next four years was to continue with projects and continue to build the 
audiences, it was hoped that a new director would be in place by the summer. 

Mr Sutherland introduced Mr Tate who had just been appointed Chair of the Board for the 
Core, Mr Tate said it was an honour and privilege to be involved and he was keen to carry 
on the work with the pride and commitment that had been shown by everyone involved.  

Mr Sutherland explained about LaunchPad, this allowed people to learn about the 
technical, creative and occasional funding. This project could lead to people producing 
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their own show and identify if further support was required, this also involved the Royal & 
Derngate. Three years ago two artists were at University and came back to Corby to set 
up their own theatre groups. 

HoS Culture & Leisure concluded that the Core Theatre Trust delivered an extensive 
programme of performance, participation and development and had continued to grow 
audiences and opportunities for people throughout the Borough. 

Arts Council England had recently expressed their appreciation of the support provided by 
Corby Borough Council and was keen to move forward ensuring opportunities for quality 
arts provision was available for the Corby Community.  

The Core was very focused on nurturing creative opportunities for Corby people ensuring 
they had the best experiences and were able to be involved in quality work. 

Members of the Committee agreed that the Core had provided the opportunity for all ages 
to be involved and hoped this would continue. 

RESOLVED that:- 

Committee noted the continued good performance of The Corby Cube Theatre Trust ‘The 
Core’ and agree Option 1 in the officer’s report: 

1. Continuation of grant funding to The Core for 4 years from 1 April 2018 to 31 
March 2022 at £297,500 per annum in line with the Arts Council England’s funding 
award. 

24. Discretionary Rate Relief 

A report was presented to Committee with regard to 1 Applications and 2 Appeals for 
Discretionary Rate Relief. The Committee considered each item in turn. 

 The Roof Top Gallery – a registered charity to promote and educate in the arts for 
public benefit and to further develop appreciation in the arts. The cost to the Council 
for DRR would be £1,617. 

 RESOLVED that:- 

DRR be awarded. 

 Adrenaline Alley – the original recommendation was not to award relief as their 
reserves were in excess of 50% of turnover. Adrenaline Alley had now shown that 
the reserves were held in the form of property rather than cash balances. 

RESOLVED that:- 

 DRR be awarded of £10,000 

 Corby Smash Table Tennis – Mr Wilson attended Committee and gave a brief 
presentation on the Table Tennis Centre, his commitment to Corby by taking a ten 
year lease with the view to extending this, funding had been made available from 
other sources to allow the Centre to be set up to Olympic standard. 

Assistance had been given to young people and this had resulted in one player now 
being the best player in the country for his age, Corby Mind use the facilities and 
Teamwork Trust, the facilities can also be used for corporate events. 

Mr Wilson hoped that the centre would break even by April 2018, he had placed bids 
for £14k to assist the continued success of the centre and had invited primary 
schools to encourage children to join a ten week session from January. 

Members considered the application for a further 30% award of DRR giving the 
centre 80% in total as the centre already qualified for 50%. Chair explained that this 
was a one off award for this year. 

 RESOLVED that:- 

 DRR be awarded of £366 
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At this point Chair advised Committee that there was an underspend on the DRR account 
and asked members to agree to carry over £10k to be used for Arts grants, this would be 
split over 5 years at £2k per year, this was subject to receiving any further applications. 

RESOLVED that:- 

DRR underspend be carried forward and used for Arts grants over 5 years subject to any 
further DRR applications. 

25. One Corby Grants 

The Principal Leisure Officer presented the One Corby Grants report updating on Core 
and Devolved Organisations and asking for approval on small grants and Health & 
Wellbeing grants. 

Citizens Advice Services Corby and Kettering 

The new opening hours were now in effect with Citizens Advice staff recording customer 
visitor numbers and which services were being accessed. The information would be 
monitored and further information on any impact of the new hours would be reported back 
to Grants Committee at a later date 

Monitoring information from some groups was awaited before the second half of their 
funding could be released. 

Devolved Community Centres 

Priors Hall Community Centre – Woodnewton Trust had received their first grant payment 
towards managing the Priors Hall Park Community Centre, the Principal Leisure Officer 
would contact the Trust to arrange a visit for Committee members. 

Old Village Community Centre – handed over to Linwood Co-operative on 1 November 
2017, the Community Foundation approved the release of the £10k that had been ring 
fenced; this had been paid directly to Linwood Co-operative. 

Officers were still awaiting the second half of monitoring information from some Devolved 
Centres. 

Small Grants 

There were four new small grant applications Youth Brass 2000, Big about Singing, Heart 
Wise and Home Alone for Christmas. 

RESOLVED that:- 

 Youth Brass 2000 be awarded £500 
 Big about Singing be awarded £448 
 Heart Wise be awarded £225 (Hall hire only) 
 Home Alone at Christmas £500 (the Committee had made an exception for this 

application due to the nature of the request). 
Health & Wellbeing Grants 

There were two applications for Health & Wellbeing Grants Action for Aspergers and 
Beanfield Neighbourhood Association. 

Action for Aspergers be awarded £1000 

Beanfield Neighbourhood Centre be awarded £1000 unless alternative funding could be 
sourced. 

Councillor Addison asked on behalf of Councillor Butcher if monitoring information was 
being received from the Sunflower Centre as Councillor Butcher was concerned about the 
availability of this resource to people in Corby. Officers confirmed that monitoring 
information was still be received and suggested that an item could be added to the next 
agenda to bring someone in from Sunflower Centre to update on how they were currently 
operating in Corby. 

26. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 6.55 pm.  


