
Full Council 
Thursday 26th October 2006 
At 7.00 pm in The Council Chamber, Grosvenor House, George Street, Corby 

 
Present: Councillor J O’Neill (Mayor) 

Councillors Addison, Beeby, Bromhall, Fawcett, Forshaw, Gordon, 
Heggs, Hogston, Howard, Jackson, Kane, Latta, Massie, Noble, 
Pengelly, Scott, Stanbra, Torrie, Wade and Woolmer 

 
33. Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Beattie, Rodden, Rutt, Harley, 
McEwan and Boyd. 

34. Declarations of Interest 

 Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the 
business to be discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-
prejudicial, the nature of the interest and whether they intended participating in the 
relevant agenda item.   

Councillor Latta declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any 
discussions regarding Hackney Carriage Licensing. 

Councillor Fawcett declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any 
discussions that may occur regarding the Care and Repair Service and the NEL 
Board. 

Councillor Kane declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any 
discussions relating to Rockingham Triangle Sports Complex. 

Councillor Scott declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any 
discussions that may occur regarding the Hazelwood Community Centre. 

Councillor Massie declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any 
discussions that may occur relating to the Kingswood Community Centre. 

Councillor Stanbra declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any 
discussions that may occur regarding the Beanfield Community Centre and the 
Danesholme Communicare Centre. 

Councillor Pengelly stated that any declarations made were as those recorded in the 
minutes within the Full Council Agenda. 

35. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Council was asked to confirm the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 
24th August 2006 copies of which had been distributed to Members.   

RESOLVED that: - 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 24th August 2006 be agreed as a 
correct record. 

36. Mayor’s Announcements 

There were no announcements to be made. 
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37. Petitions 

The Mayor informed the meeting that a request had been submitted to present a 
petition to Full Council.  Mr O’Brien the lead petitioner was invited to address Full 
Council before presenting the petition. 

Mr O’Brien was raising concerns on behalf of residents in Oakley Vale.  Mr O’Brien 
reminded councillors that Oakley Vale was being promoted by the Council as a 
showcase site.  He stated that at present certain sections of the site were derelict 
and strewn with litter.  Some of these sites had been neglected for years.  This 
dereliction was having an adverse impact on the amenity of the area and detracted 
from the local street scene. 

Mr O’Brien drew Council’s attention to a number of sites that required attention, these 
included land off Butland Road, land next to Dumble Close, land next to the Lakeside 
Hospice and beside the local nursery.  Mr O’Brien was requested that the Council 
either directly or through pressure on the developers address these environmental 
issues as a matter of urgency. 

The Mayor accepted the petition on behalf of the Council and assured Mr O’Brien 
that these matters would be directed to the appropriate senior officers. 

 

38. Public Question Time 

No questions had been received. 

39. Minutes of Committee and Panel Meetings 

39.1 Development Control Committee  

Councillor Latta presented the minutes of the Development Control Committee 
meetings held on 22nd August 2006 and 19th September 2006. 

RESOLVED that: - 

The minutes of the meetings held on 22nd August 2006 and 19th September 2006 be 
received. 

39.2 Licensing and Regulation Committee 

Councillor Massie presented the summary minutes of the Licensing and Regulation 
Committee meeting held on 17th August 2006. 

RESOLVED that: - 

The summary minutes of the meeting be received. 

39.3 Standards Committee 

 Professor Knibbs presented the minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held 
on 12th October 2006. 

RESOLVED that: - 

The minutes of the meeting held on 12th October 2006 be received. 

39.4 Local Plan Committee 

 Councillor Kane presented the minutes of the Local Plan Committee meeting held on 
 6th September 2006. 

 RESOLVED that:- 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 2006 be received. 
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39.5 One Corby Policy Committee 

Councillor Fawcett presented the minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meetings held on 
15th August 2006, 12th September 2006 and 10th October 2006. 

RESOLVED that: - 

The minutes of the meetings held on 15th August 2006, 12th September 2006 and 10th 
October 2006 be received. 

39.6 Audit and Governance Committee 

 Councillor Forshaw presented the minutes of the Audit and Governance Committee 
meeting held on 23rd August 2006. 

 RESOLVED that:- 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd August 2005 be received. 

39.7 Parklands Gateway Committee 

 Councillor Pengelly presented the minutes of the Parklands Gateway Committee 
meeting held on 26th September 2006. 

 RESOLVED that:- 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 26th September 2006 be received. 

39.8 Overview and Scrutiny Panel 

 Councillor Beeby presented the minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Panel 
meetings held on 30th August 2006 and 4th October 2006. 

 RESOLVED that:- 

 The minutes of the meetings held on 30th August 2006 and 4th October 2006 be 
received. 

40. Motions 

A Motion had been received which read –  

“that this Council guarantees that it will not fit microchips to residents waste bins 
without consulting residents, going through Council Committee procedure and 
gaining Full Council approval”. 

The Motion was duly PROPOSED by Councillor R Jackson and SECONDED by 
Councillor A Howard. 

Full Council agreed to exercise Rule 12.4 of the Council’s Rules of Procedure as 
contained within the Constitution and the Motion was referred to the next meeting of 
the One Corby Policy Committee for discussion. 

(8.08 pm – the meeting was adjourned at this point to be re-convened at a later date 
and time). 

(The meeting was re-convened on Thursday 2nd November 2006 at 7.00pm in the 
Council Chamber, Grosvenor House, George Street, Corby.  Councillors in 
attendance Councillor O’Neill, Rodden, Woolmer, Kane, Pengelly, Noble, Heggs, 
Boyd, Hogston, Stanbra, Howard, McEwan, Fawcett, Latta, Gordon, Beeby, Wade, 
Forshaw and Massie). 

A Motion had been received which read – 

“that this Council deplores the recent decision to cut the Northamptonshire Police 
Force by 42 Officers as a result of Government cutbacks which have been made to 
fund Labour’s Northern strongholds”. 
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Councillor Howard MOVED the Motion, stating that there was concern at the 
proposal to reduce the number of Officers within Northamptonshire which was likely 
to have a detrimental affect on Policing within the Borough.  Councillor Howard drew 
Full Council’s attention to a recent report which showed that Northamptonshire Police 
Authority was one of the worst performing in the country.  Councillor Howard stated 
any reduction in the number of Officers available to the Authority was likely to have a 
detrimental affect. 

Councillor Howard felt that the Police Force required stability in order to make the 
significant improvements needed to fulfil its targets and aspirations as contained 
within the Policing and Performance Plan.  Councillor Howard noted that there was 
an increased use of Police Community Support Officers.  Whilst recognising the 
important role these Officers played, they were not a substitute for properly trained 
Police Officers. 

Councillor Heggs SECONDED the Motion, pointing out the significant increases in 
the amount being collected by the Police Authority through the Council Tax.  
Councillor Heggs noted that the Council had previously expressed concern at the 
decision taken to remove Officers from the Northern Area.  Any further reduction in 
the overall capability of Northamptonshire Police Force was likely to impact on Corby 
Borough. 

Councillor Heggs felt that the expansion of the role of Police Community Support 
Officers was unlikely to address the significant concerns of the public in terms of 
fighting crime and dealing with anti social behaviour.   

Councillor Heggs felt that the money being set aside for an increase in Community 
Support Officers would be better used in ensuring that fully trained Police Officers 
were kept within the area.   

Councillor Pengelly pointed out that the Community Support Officers had an 
important role to fulfil in the local area and were developing good relationships which 
were assisting in addressing many of the concerns of local residents and businesses. 

Councillor Fawcett pointed out that no firm decision had yet been taken in relation to 
Policing number for 2007/2008.  Whilst recognising that there may be some 
proposals to reduce the total number of Police Officers within the County, that this 
decision had yet to be taken.  Therefore, it was inappropriate to condemn cuts that 
had yet to be sanctioned by the Police Authority. 

Councillor Gordon noted that the Community Support Officers were deployed within 
Corby Borough and had an important role in developing links with the local 
community, particularly in relation to dealing with minor anti social behaviour issues. 

Councillor Kane reminded Full Council that the Police Authority were an independent 
body and had a duty to produce a balanced budget the same as Local Authorities.  
Councillor Kane also pointed out that no firm decision had yet been taken by the 
Police Authority in relation to policing numbers for the new financial year. 

Councillor Stanbra commented that there was a need for both an increase in the 
number of Police Officers and the number of Community Support Officers.  Both had 
an important role to play within the local community in different ways.  Councillor 
Stanbra stressed the need to ensure that the Police had a period of stability on which 
to progress improvements in the service they provided. 

Councillor Rodden pointed out that Northamptonshire was an area with a fast 
growing population.  There is a need to ensure that the County had sufficient number 
of Police Officers and Community Support Officers with which to undertake their 
respective roles.  Any cutbacks should be viewed as dangerous and stressed there 
was a need to ensure that all interested bodies, including Corby Borough Council, 
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lobbied early to ensure that sufficient resources were provided to Northamptonshire 
Police Authority.  Councillor Rodden felt that Corby Borough Council should use all 
available means to lobby both the Police Authority and Central Government, to 
ensure sufficient funding was made available, not for reduction in Officers but for an 
increase. 

Councillor Howard, in concluding the debate, stressed again that it was important 
that Northamptonshire Police Authority had sufficient resources to undertake their 
role and that any reduction in Officers would be a tremendous blow to the local 
community.  Councillor Howard felt that there was a need for the Council to show its 
full support to the Police Authority in any discussions it may have with Central 
Government. 

Following a request it was agreed that a recorded vote be taken. 

Those voting FOR the Motion:- 

 Councillors Rodden, Woolmer, Heggs, Boyd, Hogston, Stanbra and Howard. 

Those voting AGAINST the Motion:- 

 Councillors Kane, Pengelly, Noble, McEwan, Fawcett, Latta, Gordon, Beeby, 
 Wade, Forshaw, Massie and O’Neill. 

The Motion FELL. 

41. Questions to the Leader of the Council 

Full Council noted that two questions had been submitted for answer by the Leader of the 
Council.  Both questions had been submitted by Councillor Stanbra. 

The first question stated – “what action will the Council take to implement the Nottingham 
Declaration on Climate Change”. 

The second question stated – “since 1999 how many properties designated as affordable, 
social housing for rent have been built in Corby”. 

Councillor Fawcett, the Leader of the Council, thanked Councillor Stanbra for his two 
questions and informed him that he would receive a written answer to both questions in due 
course and this answer would be copied to all Members of Full Council. 

42. Financial Rules 

The Corporate Director (Resources) introduced this item.  Full Council noted that the current 
Financial Rules had been approved in April 2005.  In order to ensure that they reflected the 
current political and Officer structures and the implementation of the new financial 
management system, it was appropriate for them to be updated. 

A summary of the main amendments proposed had been circulated to Members of Full 
Council.  Full Council noted that the Audit and Governance Committee, at its meeting on 
23rd August 2006, had considered the revised Rules.  The Committee were recommending 
approval of the revised Rules to Full Council. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The updated Financial Rules appended to the report be approved. 

43. Review of Contract Standing Orders 

Full Council noted that a review of procurement had been set up by the former 
Deputy Chief Executive as a Monitoring Officer Review.  The current Monitoring 
Officer had progressed this review and Full Council were being asked to consider a 
revised set of Contract Standing Orders. 
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There had been a number of key objectives during the review of Contract Standing 
Orders.  These were detailed in the report and were itemised as follows:- 

 To enable the Council to focus its resources in terms of contract monitoring 
on major contracts. This has been achieved through reviewing the thresholds 
and imposing additional requirements on major contracts to ensure efficiency, 
legality and probity. The Council has limited resources to carry out this sort of 
work and therefore needs to focus on the areas of major risk to the Council – 
the major contracts. 

 In line with the above there have been increased delegations to officers, 
particularly Heads of Services and Contracting Officers to enable them to get 
on with procuring smaller contracts more quickly to save time and cost but 
within clear rules. This includes reduction of the number of tenders or 
quotations sought in line with normal local authority practice. 

 To increase the profile and role of the Purchasing Gateway Group and make 
it integral to the procurement process both as an advisory body and as an 
enforcer of good practice and compliance. 

 The introduction of evaluation criteria mechanisms for tenders and quotations 
which are not price dependent but provide clarity and transparency for 
tenderers. 

 The introduction of key clause requirements in contracts for example 
requirements for break clauses. 

 A restriction on the range of circumstances when waivers can be sought to 
ensure greater compliance with both the spirit and the letter of contract 
standing orders. 

 The inclusion for the first time of powers to extend contracts in certain 
circumstances. 

 A clearer distinction between EU contracts and non EU contracts 

 Application of the concept of whole life costs to look at the environmental and 
social costs of procurement as well as the financial. 

 The Contract Standing orders have been circulated around Heads of Services 
and senior officers and comments received have been incorporated into this 
present revision. 

 Once approve training will be given to Officers and Members as necessary on 
the use of the new Contract Standing Orders. 

The revised Contract Standing Orders had been considered by the Audit and 
Governance Committee at its meeting on 23rd August 2006.  The Committee were 
recommending approval of the Standing Orders to Full Council. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The revised Contract Standing Orders be approved. 

 
44. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 8.17 pm. 
 


