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Full Council 
Thursday 26th October 2017  
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby. 
 
Present: - Councillor Keane (Mayor),  
 

40.  Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were received from Councillors T Beattie, Elliston, McKellar, Reay, Sims & Goult. 
 

41.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of any 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  

Councillor Keane declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the report on 
Priors Hall Community Governance Review. 
Councillor Watts declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the report on 
Priors Hall Community Governance Review. 
Councillor McGhee declared a personal and non-prejudicial interest in relation to the 
urgency motion on the Northamptonshire County Council. 
Councillor Rutt declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to any discussion on 
the future of the Street Scene Services Contract. 
Councillor Pengelly declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the One Corby 
Policy Committee minutes para.37 – Management of the Old Village Community Centre. 
Councillor Latta declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the Grants 
Committee para.18 Rockingham Triangle Sporting Club CIC. 
Councillor P. Beattie declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the Grants 
Committee para.18 Rockingham Triangle Sporting Club CIC. 
Councillor Pengelly declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the Grants 
Committee para.18 Rockingham Triangle Sporting Club CIC. 
 

42.  Minutes of the Previous Council Meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 31st August 2017 had been circulated to Members. 
 
It was noted that Councillor Elliston was not listed as attending. Councillor Elliston was in 
attendance. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes (as amended) of the meeting held on 31st August 2017 be approved. 
 

43.  Mayor’s Announcements 
 
The Mayor announced that a Curry Night was to be held on 19th November 2017 in aid of the 
Mayor’s nominated charities. Further details would be circulated. 
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The Mayor reminded Members that the launch of the 2017 Poppy Appeal would be held at 
2:00 pm in the town centre on Saturday 28th October 2017. All Members were invited to 
attend.  
 

44.  Petitions 
 
No petitions had been received. 
 

45.  Public Question Time 
 
No public questions had been received. 
 

46.  Minutes of Committee & Panel Meetings 
 
46.1 One Corby Policy Committee 
 
Councillor Addison presented the minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meeting held 
on 5th September 2017. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th September 2017 be received. 
 
46.2 Development Control Committee 
 
Councillor Latta presented the minutes of the Development Control Committee meetings 
held on 12th September 2017 and 10th October 2017. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 12th September 2017 and 10th October 2017 be 
received. 
 
46.3 Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
 
Councillor Watts presented the minutes of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel meetings held on 
the 22nd August 2017 and 19th September 2017. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 22nd August 2017 and 19th September 2017 be 
received. 
 
46.4 Crime & Disorder Committee 
 
Councillor Watts presented the minutes of the Crime & Disorder Committee meeting held on 
11th October 2017. 
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RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th October 2017 be received. 
 
46.5 Audit & Governance Committee 
 
Councillor McEwan presented the minutes of the Audit & Governance Committee meeting 
held on 6th September 2017. Under this item Councillor Pengelly wished it noted that he did 
not attend the meeting on 6th September 2017 although listed in the minutes. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 2017 be received. 
 
46.6 Standards Committee 
 
Councillor Eyles presented the minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held on 15th 
September 2017. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 2017 be received. 
 
46.7 Local Plan Committee 
 
Councillor Dady presented the minutes of the Local Plan Committee meeting held on 23rd 
August 2017. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd August 2017 be received. 
 
46.8 Grants Committee 
 
Councillor McGhee presented the minutes of the Grants Committee meeting held on 21st 
September 2017. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st September 2017 be received. 
 

47.  Priors Hall Community Governance Review 
 
Corby Borough Council has received a valid petition from registered electors in the area 
known as “Priors Hall” requesting the creation of a new parish. In summary, the request 
would require the existing Weldon Parish to be sub-divided using the A43 Stamford Road as 
the boundary.  
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The process and procedure for the creation, amendment or deletion of a parish was known 
as conducting a Community Governance Review. The Review process was prescribed by 
legislation. Corby Borough Council had recently completed a Community Governance 
Review in relation to Little Stanion. 

Included in the report before Members were draft Terms of Reference for the proposed 
Review and an indicative timetable for completion. The Review needed to be completed 
within a 12-month period (by October 2018). 

Councillor Colquhoun queried the process to be followed during the Review. Officers 
confirmed that it would be similar to that conducted during the recent Little Stanion exercise. 
Some lessons had been learnt from that recent exercise and these learning points would be 
incorporated. Whilst consultation on the petitioner’s proposals would commence before 
Christmas, the public consultation would commence after New Year. 

Councillor Rutt queried whether any of the petitioner’s proposals impacted on East 
Northamptonshire District. Officers confirmed they did not; the petitioner’s proposals were 
fully contained within the boundaries of Corby Borough. East Northamptonshire District 
Council and Deene & Deenethorpe Parish Council would be consulted as part of the Review 
process. 

RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) the timetable and terms of reference for the Community Governance Review 
included within the report be approved; 

ii) delegation be granted to the Democratic Services Manager to undertake the 
Review subject to statutory requirements; 

iii) delegation be granted to the One Corby Policy Committee authority to act on 
behalf of Full Council where an elected member decision was required, 
excluding determination of the final report and draft Reorganisation Order if 
required; and 

iv) the Democratic Services Manager keep all elected members updated on the 
progress of the Review. 
 

48.  Motions 
 
48.1 “Dying to Work” Campaign 
 
The following motion had been submitted:- 
 
Corby Borough Council notes that the Equality Act provides protections against 
discriminatory treatment based on the concept of “Protected Characteristics.” 

Currently workers with a terminal illness are not classified as having a Protected 
Characteristic and therefore have very limited legal protection against employers dismissing 
them due to illness. 

Council notes that employers are therefore free to dismiss terminally ill workers once they 
have made “reasonable adjustments” to the employee’s job to assist with the illness. Council 
agrees that the last thing a terminally ill worker would need is the distress, at the same time 
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as facing up to a terminal illness, of having to fight for the right to continue working and not 
to face the indignity of being sacked. 

In addition, Council notes that the loss of death in service benefits to terminally ill workers 
sacked before death is a cause of further distress at a time when security for a family for the 
future should be protected. 

Council, therefore, agrees to support the TUC’s “Dying to Work Campaign” currently being 
developed in the Midlands by signing up to the voluntary charter and to support the lobbying 
of MPs to establish new legislation being drawn up by the Society of Labour Lawyers which; 

 Seeks to get terminally ill workers covered by protective rights at work in line with 
those covered by pregnancy/maternity rights 

 Seeks to protect death in service benefits 

 Seeks to allow workers with a terminal illness to die with dignity 

By signing the voluntary charter the Council will; 

 Recognise that terminal illness requires support and understanding and not 
additional stress and worry 

 Terminally ill workers will be secure in the knowledge that we will support them 
following their diagnosis and we recognise that safe and reasonable work can help 
maintain dignity, offer a valuable distraction and can be therapeutic in itself 

 We will provide employees with the security of work, peace of mind and the right to 
choose the best course of action for themselves and their families which helps them 
through this challenging period with dignity and without undue financial loss 

 We support the TUCs “Dying to Work Campaign” so that all employees battling 
terminal illness have adequate employment protection and have their death in 
service benefits protected for the loved ones they leave behind. 

The motion was MOVED by Councillor Addison. In doing so, Councillor Addison felt that by 
adopting the motion the Council would be sending-out a positive message to other 
employers. Councillor Eyles SECONDED the motion. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The motion be adopted. 
 
48.2 Northamptonshire County Council – Budget Savings Consultation 
 
The following motion had been submitted as an “urgency item”. Northamptonshire County 
Council had launched a consultation exercise relating to potential budget savings. The 
consultation period terminated on 1st December 2017, before the next scheduled meeting of 
Full Council. 
 
The motion read:- 



Full Council 
26th October 2017 

 

27 
 

 
Corby Borough Council notes that Northamptonshire County Council has over many years 
provided valuable and vital services to the residents of our borough. 

Council also notes the budget proposals from NCC announced on Monday 16th October 
2017 which, if implemented, would result in savings of £9.6m effective as of next year. 

It is the view of this Council that further reductions in funding for key services such as 
libraries, children’s services and subsidised transport would have a severe negative impact 
on individuals and families living in Corby Borough, especially those who live in areas with 
high levels of social deprivation whose wellbeing often depends on them. Council believes 
that such proposals reflect the chronic underfunding of local government services by central 
government, exacerbated in this case by decisions taken previously by NCC itself. 

Therefore, this council expresses a deep concern over the recent budget proposals by the 
County Council and calls on it to rethink its intention to cut some of the borough’s most 
valued services which have already had funding cut in previous years. The council also 
encourages members of the public to take part in the open consultation and have their say 
on the future of service provision in Corby and the surrounding area. 

Councillor Riley MOVED the motion. In moving the motion, Councillor Riley suggested that 
the proposed cuts were another attack on vulnerable people in the community. The 
mismanagement of NCC was evident. Councillor Riley expressed concern of the impact of 
the closure of the libraries on smaller communities and was particularly concerned regarding 
the impact of the proposed cuts in highways on the safety of both drivers and pedestrians. 
 
Councillor Brown SECONDED the motion. Councillor Brown was concerned regarding the 
stress likely to be caused to many families by the proposed cuts. Government must be 
lobbied to ensure that the county gets a fair deal. Vital links for many people were under 
threat whether it be children services, bus routes, highways maintenance or libraries. 
 
Councillor Butcher stressed the importance of ensuring public response to the current 
consultation exercise was maximised.  It was important that Corby Borough Council made a 
stand against the budget proposals.  Councillor Butcher also remarked that the situation was 
likely to get worse. 
 
Councillor Addison spoke in favour of the motion. The recent LGA Peer Review of NCC had 
demonstrated the mismanagement evident. The proposed cuts were short-term measures 
which would have long-term detrimental results. 
 
Councillor Rutt spoke in favour of the motion. He was particularly concerned regarding any 
reduction on spend on highway maintenance and winter gritting of roads. 
 
Councillor Colquhoun suggested this was part of a national problem with cuts on services 
and benefits to the most vulnerable. Things were likely to get worse unless the 
Government’s austerity programme was reversed. 
 
Councillor McGhee highlighted the recent LGA Peer Review and the total mismanagement 
of NCC. Councillor McGhee expressed concern regarding all of the proposed cuts, including 
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the reduction in the Trading Standards team. He felt that the current NCC Administration 
were incapable and the Government should intervene. The local MPs should be lobbying 
Government for fairer funding for the county. Councillor McGhee pointed out that there were 
likely to be further significant proposals to cut services later in the year, possibly in excess of 
£20m. Every member of the public should be encouraged to respond. No cuts were 
acceptable and would damage the quality of life of many local residents. 
 
Councillor Caine expressed concern regarding the proposed cuts, particularly the impact on 
young people and on preventing mental health issues arising. Councillor Caine expressed 
the urgent need for every resident to register their opposition to the proposals. It was 
important that there was full public engagement. 
 
Councillor Pengelly felt that the sooner the Government intervened at NCC the better. There 
was mismanagement of services and finances. The public needed to register a clear “NO” to 
any cuts. 
 
Councillor Paul Beattie felt that it was up to Corby Members to campaign against the cuts 
and encourage the public to engage. 
 
In conclusion, Councillor Riley agreed that the public needed to respond to the consultation 
and oppose the cuts. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The motion be adopted. 
 

49.  Questions to the Leader 
 
No questions had been submitted. 
 

50.  Close of Meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 20:04 pm. 
 


