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Full Council 
Wednesday 26th February 2020 

At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby. 

 

Present: - Councillor Beeby (Mayor), Dady, Addison, P Beattie, Caine, Cassidy, Dalziel, 

  Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, Goult, Keane, Latta, McGhee, McNab, Pengelly, 

  Riley, Watt, Watts & Wellings. 

 

Prior to the meeting commencing, Full Council observed a minutes silence in memory of Mr 

Jim McCabe, an officer of the Council who had died the previous week. 

 

66.  Apologies 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Rutt, Tom Beattie, Sims, McEwan & 

Colquhoun. 

 

67.  Declarations of Interest 

 

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 

discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 

interest and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. No declarations 

were made. 

 

68.  Minutes of the Previous Council Meeting 

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 6th February 2020 had been circulated. 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 6th February 2020 be approved. 

 

69.  Mayor’s Announcements 

 

There were no Mayor’s Announcements on this occasion. 

 

70.  Petitions 

 

No petitions had been received. 

 

71.  Public Question Time 

 

No public questions had been received. 

 

72.  General Fund Proposed Budget and Council Tax Setting 2020/21 

 

The report set out the proposed General Fund budget for 2020/21. This had been considered 

by the One Corby Policy Committee meeting on 18th February 2020. A Council Tax freeze for 

2020/21 was being proposed. It was noted that the proposed budget showed a balanced and 

sustainable position in line with the Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS). 
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The proposed budget for 2020/21 for the General Fund was detailed in the report and 

appendices. A total budget of £10.305m was in line with the parameters of the MTFS. There 

would be a direct Council Tax income of £3.806m in 2020/21. 

 

Allowance had been made in the proposed budget for a further contribution to Local 

Government Reorganisation; this would be £1.9m. In addition, delegation to the Chief 

Executive was being sought for him to represent the Council on the Board of the Business 

Rates Pilot and to agree any allocation of business rates in line with the specified projects 

approved by Government.  

 

One Corby Policy Committee at its meeting on 18th February 2020 received a report on the 
General Fund Budget & Council Tax Setting 2020/21. This is the report circulated with the Full 
Council agenda. 

At the OCPC meeting an amendment was moved by Councillor Addison and seconded by 
Councillor Watt as follows:- 

“Corby Borough Council will issue a one-off grant of up to £2,660 to enable the continuation 

of the Welland Wanderer bus service, conditional upon a similar contribution from Kettering 

Borough Council and the service commencing, with no obligation for further support”. 

 

This amendment was agreed by the Committee and was being recommended to Full Council.  

 

It was noted that the level of reserves had decreased significantly since 2018/19 however they 

were still at a high level and would allow the Council to meet potential financial pressures 

during 2020/21. 

 

One Corby Policy Committee were recommending approval of the report’s recommendations 

with the addition of the one-off bus subsidy contribution. 

 

Councillor Addison noted that it was another positive budget for the Council. Corby had a 

sustainable position and had invested wisely therefore locally the council was in a good 

position. The move towards unitary authorities in the county was noted by Councillor Addison, 

however the budget for 2020/21 looked to protect front line services and continue to invest in 

Corby’s growth and redevelopment. 

 

Councillor Addison MOVED the recommendations. Councillor Eyles SECONDED the 

recommendations. 

 

Councillor Pengelly expressed his sadness that this would be the final budget set by Corby 

Borough Council. Councillor Pengelly noted that the local government reorganisation within 

the county was due to the failure of the County Council. Hopefully the positive work undertaken 

by Corby Borough Council would continue. 

 

Councillor McGhee felt that Corby Borough Council could be proud of its achievements, 

particularly relating to investment in services and facilities. Councillor McGhee expressed his 

thanks to all of the Council’s staff. The Chief Executive noted the appreciation given and would 

communicate this to colleagues.  

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

i) The 2020/21 Budget as set out in Appendix A be approved; 
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ii) A Council Tax freeze for 2020/21 be approved, representing a Band D Council Tax 

for Corby Borough Council of £189.50; 

iii) The Council Tax Resolution set out in Appendix C be approved; 

iv) The use of and contribution to reserves as detailed in the balances and reserves 

section of the report (as amended) be agreed. 

 

(Those voting for the recommendations Councillors Addison, P Beattie, Beeby, Caine, 

Cassidy, Dady, Dalziel, Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, Goult, Keane, Latta, McGhee, McNab, 

Pengelly, Riley, Watt, Watts, Wellings. There were no votes against. There were no 

abstentions). 

 

73.  Housing Revenue Account (HRA) and Council Rent Setting 2020/21 

 

The report set out the proposed Housing Revenue Account for 2020/21. This report had been 

considered by the One Corby Policy Committee of 18th February 2020. 

 

An average rent increase of 2.7% was being proposed. This represented CPI + 1%. This would 

be the first rent rise in 5-years. The proposed budget showed a balanced and sustainable 

position in line with the Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS). 

 

The proposed budget for 2020/21 for the HRA was detailed in the report and appendices and 

showed a net surplus of £54,000. 

 

One Corby Policy Committee were recommending approval of the report’s recommendations. 

 

Councillor Eyles noted that this would be the first time for many years that rents would have 

risen; this additional money would enable further investment in the housing service and stock. 

 

Councillor Eyles MOVED the recommendations. Councillor Elliston SECONDED the 

recommendations. 

 

Councillor Watt suggested that the Council could achieve greater value for money by 

purchasing cheaper houses and increase the choice for prospective tenants. 

 

Councillor McGhee welcomed the report and noted that the Council were attempting to be 

innovative in its new build programme and make full use of infill sites. Councillor McGhee felt 

that tenants and prospective tenants deserved the best the Council could provide. 

 

Councillor Riley agreed that it was important that Corby was innovative and provided good 

quality accommodation. Councillor Riley thanked all staff and members involved. 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

i) The Budget for 2020/21 as set out in Appendix A be approved; and 

ii) An Average Rent increase for 2020/21 of 2.7% be approved. 

 

(Those voting for the recommendations Councillors Addison, P Beattie, Beeby, Caine, 

Cassidy, Dady, Dalziel, Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, Goult, Keane, Latta, McGhee, McNab, 

Pengelly, Riley, Watt, Watts, Wellings. There were no votes against. There were no 

abstentions). 
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74.  Proposed Capital Programme and Funding Strategy 2020/21 

 

The report set out the proposed capital programme for both the General Fund and the Housing 

Revenue Account (HRA) for 2020/21 and the next 4-years, The report was considered by the 

One Corby Policy Committee meeting held on 18th February 2020.  

 

Following a significant programme in 2019/20 the current General Fund programme was 

slightly reduced and covered essential or grant-funded expenditure. 

 

In terms of the HRA there continued to be a significantly reduced annual programme, following 

the 1% reduction in rents over the previous 4-years. 

 

One Corby Policy Committee were recommending approval of the report’s recommendations. 

 

Councillor Elliston introduced this item and in doing so thanked all of the Council’s staff for 

their sound financial management over previous years. This had benefited the local citizens 

through investment in the Council’s facilities and services. 

 

Councillor Elliston MOVED the recommendations. Councillor Ferguson SECONDED the 

recommendations. 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

i) The Capital Programme for 2020/21 to 2024/25 as set out in this report and as 

detailed in Appendices A and B be approved; and 

ii) The funding strategy for the Capital Programme for 2020/21 to 2024/25 as set out 

in the report be approved. 

 

(Those voting for the recommendations Councillors Addison, P Beattie, Beeby, Caine, 

Cassidy, Dady, Dalziel, Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, Goult, Keane, Latta, McGhee, McNab, 

Pengelly, Riley, Watt, Watts, Wellings. There were no votes against. There were no 

abstentions). 

 

75.  Pay Policy Statement 2020/21 

 

The Statement was submitted to Full Council to ensure compliance with s.38 (1) of the 

Localism Act 2011.  

 

The aim of Pay Policy Statement was to provide transparency around chief and senior officer 

remuneration in local government. The Statement was not a policy in itself but a statement 

summarising the Council’s various remuneration policies, as agreed.  

RESOLVED that:- 

 

The Pay Policy Statement 2020/2021 be approved. 

 

76.  Motions 

 

No motions had been received. 
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77.  Questions to the Leader 

 

No questions to the Leader of the Council had been received. 

 

78.  Close of Meeting 

 

Meeting closed at 7:31 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 


