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Joint Street Scene Committee  
Tuesday 25 June 2019 at 10.40am  
in the  Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillors J Addison, M Pengelly, L Thurland and I Jelley.  

Officers: I Smith & B Coleman (KBC) and N Stronach 

1. Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence. 

2. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest and 
whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No declarations were made. 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The previous meeting had been inquorate and so the notes taken were presented to 
Committee. 

Members asked that a request be made to Full Council that substitutes could be agreed for 
the Committee in light of the previous meeting being inquorate. 

4. Project & Strategy Update 
Governments Waste Strategy ‘Our Waste, Our Resources, A Strategy for England – 
Consultation Documents’ 

Responses to this had been submitted as part of the North Northamptonshire Waste 
Partnership, where views differed between authorities this was included in the response to 
particular questions. The outcome of the consultation would be known later in the year. 

Recycling Tender 

A Committee report was being prepared to go to Kettering’s Executive Committee in 
September 2019 to award the Recycling Tender based on a variant bid. The officer explained 
how the bid involved two groups. Northamptonshire did not have a depot that could deal with 
food and garden waste, officers were considering options with regard to this and a report would 
be brought to the next meeting. 

The contract would be for 2 years with an option for a third year, Members asked if there was 
any Best Practice that could be looked at, officers advised there was not but it would be helpful 
to have a MRF in North Northamptonshire to save on costs. 

Green Waste 

Officers confirmed that the Environment Agency were not happy with garden waste being 
stored at Kettering Depot before being taken to a composting facility. This issue showed there 
was a need for the County to have its own facilities, information would be brought to the next 
meeting to show the need for depot and preferably in the middle of North Northamptonshire. 

5. Service Area Updates 
Street Cleansing 

Officers reported improvements in street cleansing, improved standards in response to 
Flytipping, bin sponsorship in Corby, Tata Steel had agreed to sponsor 8 bins to be installed 
on Longcroft Road, discussions were ongoing with McDonalds to sponsor 20 bins on Oakley 
Vale and Gainsborough Road, once delivered a meeting with the Communications team to 
arrange a photo opportunity would be arranged. 

Members asked about the Annual pavement clean that was taking place in Kettering, could 
this be done in strategic areas of Corby particularly the Corby Walk. 



Joint Street Scene Committee   25 June 2019 

6 

 

Officers said there had been issues with staffing with regard to environmental enforcement, 
however, a full time member of staff would be in post from July and it was hoped to fill a second 
post soon. 

Community Engagement 

Improving working relationships with Community Groups and Friends of Groups, focusing on 
problem areas and improvement projects, local groups were being issued with litter picking 
equipment to support clean up campaigns. 

Members in Kettering took on Ward Walkabouts so that they could see where the littering and 
fly tipping was happening, there were some private land issues and small areas where litter 
was always a problem. 

Recycling and Refuse 

In Corby blocks of flats were being audited to assess refuse and recycling capacity and identify 
improvements/changes needed in order to move collections from weekly to fortnightly, 
proposals were to be discussed with landlords/managing agents, early indications were that 
first changes could be in June. 

There was a major project currently ongoing with regard to refuse collection and further 
information would be brought back to the Committee in due course. Members asked that if 
there was to be a change to collection days that residents were given adequate notice, possibly 
a leaflet drop as well as labels attached to bins, Councillor Thurland commented that 
Councillors had delivered the leaflets when this happened in Kettering so that they could talk 
to residents and explain what was happening. 

Grounds Maintenance 

Hanging baskets had been made up for both Kettering and Corby and would be installed 
throughout June, barrier planters were being prepared in Kettering and had been ordered for 
Corby, planting had been carried out at the Cube. 

Previously some grassed areas at the front of properties had been cut by Corby Borough 
Council, this had now ceased as the properties were either owned or tenanted and so the 
Council did not have permission to enter private properties nor did the Council have insurance 
to cover this. 

Head of Environmental Care (Kettering), Head of Planning & Environmental Services (Corby) 
and Councillor Pengelly had visited examples of these areas and it appeared that some grass 
had remained uncut, on closer inspection of the properties they appeared to be empty. 

Grass cutting standards of verges required improvement and so additional resources in the 
way of overtime had been required to clear the back log. A new crew would be introduced in 
to the Grounds team, this would include three staff and additional equipment. 

Trees 

Members asked about tree planting as it had been Corby’s policy to replace any trees removed 
and it was hoped that schools could get involved, officers explained that the trees in Corby 
would be maintained but currently there were some minor issues regarding budgets. 

Training and Development 

Work supervisors had undertaken health and safety monitoring across Grounds Maintenance, 
Street Cleansing and Refuse & Recycling, where services were deemed to be below the 
expected standard relevant changes to rounds and frequencies would be made, this ensured 
all staff were working in a safe environment and delivering the required standards. 

Training had been tailored to expand capabilities, there were issues with sickness, this was 
being formally monitored, and staff would be rewarded for good performance, as an in house 
service officers wanted it to be good. 

6. Feedback 
Feedback was still being received and in the majority of cases was very positive. 
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7. Performance Information. 
Performance Information was still being collated and LAMS was presented differently to KPI’s 
used previously.  

A report would be prepared for Audit & Governance Committee in Corby to show how the Joint 
Service was performing. 

7. Depot Visits 
A date had been confirmed for Members to visit the Depots at Corby and Kettering.. 

8. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 12.20 pm.  
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