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Full Council 
Thursday 25th February 2016  
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby  
 
Present: - Councillor McEwan (Mayor), Addison, P Beattie, T Beattie, Beeby, Brown, 

Butcher, Carratt, Cassidy, Colquhoun, Dady, Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, 
Keane, Latta, McGhee, McKellar, Petch, Rahman, Reay, Riley, Watt & Watts. 

 
64. Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Sims, Goult, Pengelly, Rutt & Caine.  
 

65. Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  
 
No declarations were made. 
 

66. Budget 2016/17 – General Fund Revenue Budget and Council Tax Setting 
 
The report before Members set out the proposed General Fund budget for 2016/17, as 
recommended by the One Corby Policy Committee at its meeting on the 2nd February 2016. 
A Council Tax increase of 1.9% was being recommended. The proposed budget showed a 
balanced and sustainable position in line with the Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS). 
 
The proposed budget for 2016/17 for the General Fund was detailed in Appendix A 
accompanying the report. The total budget being proposed was £10.779m; this was in line 
with the parameters of the MTFS. 
 
The increase of £86,000 in net expenditure compared with 2015/16 was made up of a 
significant number of variances. These were set out and summarised as – 
 

 £’000 

Inflation and Other Cost Increases 500 

Unavoidable Growth & Spending Pressures (as per MTFS) 111 

Other Growth & Spending Pressures as per Consultation 129 

Efficiency and Other Savings (295) 

Changes in Income Volumes (160) 

Technical Adjustments (199) 

  

Total Variances 86 
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It was noted that the growth proposals included in the proposals had been subject to public 
consultation. 
 
The report indicated that there would be direct Council Tax income of £3.212m in 2016/17. 
This is based on an assumption of an increase of 1.9% in the Council Tax (Corby Borough 
Council element). A 1.9% increase would maintain Corby Borough Council’s share of the 
Council Tax as – 
 

 
Band 

 
2016/17 

 
2016/17 

Tax  Weekly 

 Amount 

£ £ 

A 119.67 2.30 

B 139.61 2.68 

C 159.56 3.07 

D 179.50 3.45 

E 219.39 4.22 

F 259.28 4.99 

G 299.17 5.75 

H 359.00 6.90 

 

Full Council noted that the overall impact was determined by the increases made by the 
County, the Police and Parish Councils, since the Corby Borough Council element 
accounted for only 12% of the total bill. Just over half of Corby residents lived in Band A 
properties and nearly three quarters lived in either Band A or Band B properties, so the 
average Council Tax for Corby was likely to continue to be the second lowest district council 
in the County for 2016/17.  

Members were requested to note that at the time of compiling the report the figures provided 
by precepting authorities were assumed correct. Northamptonshire County Council had 
indicated that they would not be setting their element of the Council Tax until Monday 29th 
February 2016. This would require district councils to provide urgency provision to amend 
the Council Tax Resolution only if the County Council amended its proposed budget at that 
meeting. Full Council was being requested to approve Terms of Reference (Appendix D) to 
cover this eventuality. This would not impact on Corby Borough Council’s element of the 
Council Tax to be determined in the report or any other precepting authorities. 

The other main sources of funding for the General Fund service provision was summarised 
in Appendix A accompanying the report. A key point noted was that a proportion of the 
formula grant had been replaced by a proportion of locally collected business rates. This 
trend would continue over the following 3 years as the formula grant was phased out. A 
baseline had been set for Business Rates and any increase over and above this amount 
would be retained locally. Conversely, any reduction would have to be met locally. Corby 
had entered into a pooling arrangement with other authorities within Northamptonshire to 
spread the risk and share any collective potential growth from Business Rates. 
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In view of the potential growth that had occurred within Corby, it was likely that the Council 
would benefit from additional business rates income each year. However, this would not be 
confirmed until after each year end and so the Council had to accrue for this potential 
additional income when the Council’s accounts were closed down. At this point, any 
additional income over and above what had been budgeted for would be transferred to a 
specific reserve to support the following year’s budget setting processes. This was in line 
with the MTFS that assumed that any additional income in this respect would be used to 
fund future budgets once the amount was known. The time lag between receiving the 
income and then budgeting for it would also include a potential future exit strategy if and 
when the scheme was revised or if business rates income levels reduced. 

It was noted that the other key source of funding within the General Fund was the New 
Homes Bonus income. This was a reward grant for new homes growth and although this 
source of funding continues to effectively underpin the budget there was a risk that this 
funding stream could be removed after 2016/14. A government consultation exercise was 
currently being undertaken in respect of this. 

The Local Government Act 2003 required the Chief Financial Officer to confirm the 
adequacy of reserves. The robustness of the budgets, as detailed in the report, the 
maintenance of a strategic risk register and the continued improvement in budget monitoring 
enabled the minimum level of balances to be maintained at £800,000. This figure was a 
statutory minimum level to cover any unforeseen risks or emergencies and set the target 
below which the MTFS should not project balances to go. 

Full Council were informed that the projected level of General Fund balances in hand at the 
end of 2015/16, excluding any additional contributions from 2015/16 underspends, was 
around £7.3m. This included a general reserve of £1.6m that was above the prudent 
minimum of £800,000. A breakdown of all general fund reserves was included within the 
report:-: 

 
 
Reserve 
 

 
2015/16 

Year End Amount 

£k 

General Medium Term Funding Reserve 1,600 

Future Interest Rate Increase Reserve 1,000 

Cube CBC & Tenants Sinking Fund Reserve 461 

Pool Sinking Fund Reserve 300 

Pool replacement Gym Equipment 200 

Other CB Property Buildings Reserve 200 

Other Non CB Property Buildings Reserve 100 

Tree Maintenance Reserve 100 

New Homes Bonus Reserve 2,500 

Business Rate Growth Reserve 816 

  

Total 7,277 
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Although the reserves total of £7.3m represented a significant achievement and 
demonstrated that the Council was acting in a financially prudent manner, the reserves 
strategy approved by One Corby Policy Committee (OCPC) in September 2013 and a 
breakdown of the Earmarked Reserves requirement calculation of £8.3m reported to OCPC 
in February recognised that this trend needed to continue in order to cover the future risks 
that the Council faced. The most significant of these included the New Homes Bonus, future 
investment required in Council buildings and facilities, and further Government funding cuts. 

In support of this Appendix A accompanying the report also showed that a contribution of 
£1.2m to reserves was currently being provided for in 2016/17. This contribution would 
reduce if any further pressures were included. In view of the general risks the Council faced 
it was proposed as part of the report that the £1.2m, (or the eventual amount) be transferred 
to the Medium Term Funding Reserve to help mitigate these potential uncertainties. 

Councillor T Beattie MOVED the recommendations. In doing so he cautioned that there 
would be continued demands made on local government finances and it was likely that 
further reductions would be forthcoming in the future. Despite this Corby Borough Council 
were able to continue to support the growth agenda in the Borough, continue to invest in 
frontline services and contribute to reserves.  
 
Councillor Addison SECONDED the recommendations. 
 
Councillor McKellar MOVED an amendment to the recommendations. A copy of the 
suggested amendment was circulated to Members. In doing so he was particularly keen to 
retain the contribution from the Council to Northants Police for the services of a PCSO. 
Councillor McKellar suggested that this was an important contribution to community safety 
within the Borough and would be supported by the public. Councillor Watt SECONDED the 
amendment. The amendment was debated and a vote taken. The amendment FELL. 
 
Councillor McKellar indicated that whilst they were supportive of much in the budget 
proposals and supported Corby’s growth agenda, due to the proposed reduction in PCSO 
funding the Conservative Group would be voting against the substantive recommendations. 
 
Councillor Dady spoke supporting the proposal to reinvest the former PCSO funding into the 
creation of a new Neighbourhood Warden role. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The budget for 2016/2017 as set out in Appendix A be approved; 
ii) A 2016/2017 Council Tax for Corby Borough Council of £179.50, an increase of 

1.9% over 2015/2016, be approved; 
iii) The Council Tax resolution set out in Appendix C be approved; and 
iv) The terms of reference of the Council Tax Committee as detailed in Appendix D 

be approved and the terms under which said Committee may meet be noted.  
 
Those voting for the recommendations – Councillors Addison, P Beattie, T Beattie, Beeby, 
Brown, Butcher, Carratt, Cassidy, Colquhoun, Dady, Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, Keane, Latta, 
McEwan, McGhee, Petch, Rahman, Reay & Riley. 
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Those voting against the recommendations – Councillors McKellar, Watt & Watts. 
 
Abstentions – None. 

 

COUNCIL TAX RESOLUTION: 2016/17 

The Council has received notification of the amounts required by the County Council and the Police 
Authority that results in the following overall position:  

 

  Band A Band D   

  2015/16 2016/17 Increase 2015/16 2016/17 Increase Increase 

  £ £ £ £ £ £ % 

Corby Borough 
Council 117.43 119.67 2.24 176.15 179.50 3.35 1.90 

Northamptonshire 
County Council 712.68 740.83 28.15 1,069.02 1,111.25 42.23 3.95 

Northamptonshire 
Police & Crime 
Commissioner 133.97 136.64 2.67 200.96 204.96 4.00 1.99 

                

Total 964.08 997.14 33.06 1,446.13 1,495.71 49.58 3.43 

 

The resolution for 2016/17 is as follows: 

 

1. That it be noted that the Director of Corporate Services has calculated the following Council Tax 
Base amounts for the year 2016-17 as follows: 

 

(a) For the whole Council area as 17,892 (Item T in the formula in Section 31B of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992, as amended (the Act), and  
 

(b) Cottingham   369 
 

East Carlton   117 

Gretton   555 

Middleton   188 

Rockingham   53 

Stanion   949 
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Weldon   1,202 

for dwellings in those parts of its area to which a Parish precept relate (Tax base for parish). 

2. That the Council Tax requirement for the Council’s own purposes for 2016/17 (excluding Parish 
precepts) is £3,211,614. 
 

3. That the following amounts be now calculated for the year 2016-17 in accordance with Sections 
31 to 36 of the Act. 
 

 £  

(a) 45,568,813 Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates 

for the items set out in Section 31A (2) of the Act. 

(Gross expenditure, parish expenses, any contingencies, any 

provision for reserves) 

(b) 38,515,107 Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates 

for the items set out in Section 31A (3) of the Act. 

(Gross income, any use of reserves) 

(c) 7,053,706 Being the amount by which the aggregate at 3(a) above exceeds 

the aggregate at 3(b) above, calculated by the Council, in 

accordance with Section 31A of the Act, as its Council Tax 

requirement for the year. (Item R in the formula in Section 31B of 

the Act). 

(d) 3,743,441 Being the aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates 

will be payable for the year into its General Fund in respect of 

redistributed non-domestic rates, revenue support grant, 

additional grant or relevant special grant and increased by the 

amount of any sum which the Council estimates will be 

transferred from its Collection Fund to its General Fund pursuant 

to the directions under section 98 (4) of the Local Government 

Finance Act 1988. (Business Rates, Government grant, relevant 

special grant, any surplus or deficit from the council tax 
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collected) 

(e) 185.01 

 

Being the amount at 3(c) above less the amount at 3(d) above, 

all divided by the amount at 1(a) above, calculated by the 

Council, in accordance with Section 31B of the Act, as the basic 

amount of its Council Tax for the year. (Net expenditure 

including parish precepts, less Business Rates, grants etc, 

divided by tax base = an average council tax which includes 

parishes.)  

(f) 98,651 

 

Being the aggregate amount of the special items referred to in 

Section 34(1) of the Act. (Total amount of parish precepts) 

(g) 179.50 Being the amount at 3(e) above less the result given by dividing 

the amount at 3(f) above by item T (1(a) above), calculated by 

the Council, in accordance with Section 34(2) of the Act, as the 

basic amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in 

those parts of its area to which no Parish precept relates. (This 

Council’s own Council Tax at Band D.). 

(h) - Being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 3(g) above 

the amounts of the special item or items relating to dwellings in 

those parts of the Council’s area mentioned above divided in 

each case by the at 1(b) above, calculated by the Council in 

accordance with Section 34(3) of the Act, as the basic amounts 

of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its 

area to which one or more special item relates. (Council Tax at 

Band D for those parishes that have issued a precept added to 

this Council’s council tax) 

 224.03 Cottingham Parish Council 

 222.24  East Carlton Parish Council 
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 199.32  Gretton Parish Council 

 201.64  Middleton Parish Council 

 209.01  Rockingham Parish Meeting 

 206.35  Stanion Parish Council 

 208.62  Weldon Parish Council 

   

(i) Part of the Council’s area: 
 

Parish Valuation Bands 

A B C D E F G H 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Corby Borough 119.67 139.61 159.56 179.50 219.39 259.28 299.17 359.00

Cottingham 
Parish Council 149.35 174.25 199.14 224.03 273.81 323.60 373.38 448.06

East Carlton 
Parish Council 148.16 172.85 197.55 222.24 271.63 321.01 370.40 444.48

Gretton Parish 
Council 132.88 155.03 177.17 199.32 243.61 287.91 332.20 398.64

Middleton 
Parish Council 134.43 156.83 179.24 201.64 246.45 291.26 336.07 403.28

Rockingham 
Parish Meeting 139.34 162.56 185.79 209.01 255.46 301.90 348.35 418.02

Stanion Parish 
Council 137.57 160.49 183.42 206.35 252.21 298.06 343.92 412.70

Weldon Parish 
Council 139.08 162.26 185.44 208.62 254.98 301.34 347.70 417.24

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 3(g) and 3(h) above by the number which, 
in the proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular 
valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in 
valuation band D, calculated by the council, in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as the 
amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in 



Full Council 
25th February 2016 

 

34 
 

different valuation bands. (This Council and each Parish Council Council’s combined council tax 
for each Council Tax Band and which will appear on the council tax bill). 

4. That it be noted that for the year 2016-17 Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) and 
Northamptonshire Police and Crime Commissioner (NPCC) have stated the following amounts in 
precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below: 

 

 

Valuation Bands 

A B C D E F G H 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

NCC 740.83 864.31 987.78 1111.25 1358.19 1605.14 1852.08 2222.50

NPCC 136.64 159.41 182.19 204.96 250.51 296.05 341.60 409.92

 
 
5. That, having calculated the aggregate in each of the amounts at 3(i) and 4 above, the Council, in 

accordance with Sections 30 and 36 of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992, hereby sets 
the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2016-17 for each of the 
categories of dwellings shown below: (Total council tax in each band for each parish) 

 
Total - Valuation Bands 

A B C D E F G H 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Corby Borough 997.14 1163.33 1329.52 1495.71 1828.09 2160.47 2492.85 2991.42

Cottingham 
Parish Council 1026.83 1197.96 1369.10 1540.24 1882.52 2224.79 2567.07 3080.48

East Carlton 
Parish Council 1025.63 1196.57 1367.51 1538.45 1880.33 2222.21 2564.08 3076.90

Gretton Parish 
Council 1010.35 1178.75 1347.14 1515.53 1852.31 2189.10 2525.88 3031.06

Middleton 
Parish Council 1011.90 1180.55 1349.20 1517.85 1855.15 2192.45 2529.75 3035.70

Rockingham 
Parish Meeting 1016.81 1186.28 1355.75 1525.22 1864.16 2203.10 2542.03 3050.44

Stanion Parish 
Council 1015.04 1184.21 1353.39 1522.56 1860.91 2199.25 2537.60 3045.12

Weldon Parish 
Council 1016.55 1185.98 1355.40 1524.83 1863.68 2202.53 2541.38 3049.66
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67. Budget 2016/17 – Housing Revenue Account and Rent Setting 
 
The report set out the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) budget for 2016/17 as 
recommended by the One Corby Policy Committee on 2nd February 2016. An average rent 
reduction of 1% in line with Government policy was being recommended. The proposed 
budget showed a balanced and sustainable position in line with the Medium Term Financial 
Strategy (MTFS) albeit with a significantly reduced contribution to the Capital Programme. 
 
The budget for the HRA for 2016/17 was detailed in Appendix A accompanying the report 
and showed a net surplus of £54,000. This was in roughly in line with the amount allowed for 
in the MTFS. Members noted however that this was only the case as £700,000 had been 
removed from the annual contribution to the capital programme. Further similar reductions 
would be made in each of the next 4 years and ultimately would affect the long term viability 
of the stock. The net increase in expenditure of £36,000 from 2015/16 comprised a number 
of significant vacancies. These were detailed within Appendix B accompanying the report. 
 

 £’000

Inflation and Other Cost Increases 266

Unavoidable Growth & Spending Pressures 61

Other Growth & Spending Pressures as per Consultation (117)

Efficiency & Other Savings (780)

Changes in Income Volumes 317

Technical Adjustments 289

 

Total Variances 36

 
Following their re-election in May, the Government introduced a Summer Budget in July 
2015. This budget included a range of implications for Local Government including the 
requirement to reduce rents by 1% for each of the next 4 years. Whilst this decision was 
subject to a potential legal challenge and there was also uncertainty around its 
enforceability, it had to be assumed policy would be implemented. 

The Council’s rental income was around £20m per annum and the Council had been 
allowing for a 2.5% increase or £500,000 per annum in its medium term forecasting, this 
meant that the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) now had a shortfall of £700,000 in 2016/17, 
£1.4m in 2017/18 £2.1m in 2018/19 and £2.8m in 2019/20 and each year thereafter as 
compared to the current 5 year estimates. This decision had therefore removed £10m of the 
Council’s funding over the next 5 years and £80m over the next 30 years.  

Whilst in theory this shortfall could be met from making revenue savings or cuts and thereby 
reducing the provision of service within the housing function, the more likely action was to 
reduce the stock investment and the £5.3m per annum capital programme that was fully 
funded from the HRA. The £5.3m had originally been earmarked to make up the 
approximate £160m of investment required in the stock over the next 30 years. However, in 
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the absence of any other obvious areas to make cuts of this nature, the housing capital 
programme had been reduced in line with the reduction in housing rents funding. This was in 
line with a report on prioritising capital expenditure which was presented to One Corby Policy 
Committee in October 2015.  

The current average rent for Corby tenants was around £80 per week. This was the lowest in 
the County and approximately £6 a week less than the average. It was noted that over half 
of tenants received full housing benefit. 

The projected level of HRA balances in hand at the end of 2015/16 was around £7.7m. This 
included a general reserve of £2.3m that was above the prudent minimum of £800,000. It 
was proposed that this level of reserves was maintained in order to address any medium-
term risks to the ongoing viability of the HRA. The most significant of these were the 
introduction of Welfare Reform, the need to repay borrowing and the ongoing capital 
investment required in the stock over the next 30 years. 

The £7.7m also included a Borrowing Repayment Reserve of £2.3m. This would increase 
each year through a budgeted revenue contribution, so that the £71m of borrowing 
undertaken to buy the stock from the government in 2012 could be repaid over the next 
30years.  

The other main reserves that make up the £7.7m were a Right to Buy Reserve of £1.6m and 
a Housing Stock Reserve of £1.5m. These would be utilised for specific long term capital 
works that would increase housing stock numbers. 

Councillor Eyles MOVED the recommendations. In doing so whilst recognising that the 1% 
reduction in rents in 2016/17 would be good news for tenants it would put a strain on 
investment in the Council’s stock in the future. The Council would continue to consider all 
opportunities for increasing the Council’s housing stock and would continue to work with 
Government to do so. 
 
Councillor Addison SECONDED the recommendations. 
 
Councillor McKellar supported the recommendations and welcomed the 1% reduction in 
rents. This would be appreciated by tenants. The Government had instigated a number of 
initiatives to encourage housing growth and would continue to do so. 
 
Councillor T Beattie suggested that the 1% reduction in rents may have more to do with 
supporting the Government’s desire to reduce Welfare payments. He welcomed the 
Government’s support for house building and wanted to see the Government working more 
closely with local authorities to support this. Corby Council would be a willing partner. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The 2016/2017 Budget as set out in Appendix A be approved; and 
ii) An Average Rent Reduction of 1% for 2016/2017 be approved. 
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Those voting for the recommendations – Councillors Addison, P Beattie, T Beattie, Beeby, 
Brown, Butcher, Carratt, Cassidy, Colquhoun, Dady, Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, Keane, Latta, 
McEwan, McGhee, McKellar, Petch, Rahman, Reay, Riley, Watt & Watts. 
 
Those voting against the recommendations – None.  
 
Abstentions – None. 
 

68. Budget 2016/17 – Capital Programme and Funding Strategy 
 
The report set out the capital programme for both the General Fund and the Housing 
Revenue Account (HRA) for 2016/2017 and the next 4 years, as recommended by the One 
Corby Policy Committee at its meeting on 2nd February 2016.  
 
Members noted that there was now no spare capacity as the current General Fund capital 
programme was substantially reduced from previous years and now only covered essential 
or grant-funded expenditure. With regard to the HRA there was a significantly reduced 
annual programme following the 1% reduction in rents and the Council needed to prioritise 
works going forward. 
 
In terms of the Housing capital programme, the position had now been stable for a number 
of years. However the recent government announcement to enforce a rents reduction of 1% 
for each of the next 4 years had significantly changed this. The HRA was now only 
sustainable if the investment in the stock (the capital programme), that was funded from the 
HRA, was reduced by £700,000 pa for the next 4 years. This would reduce the capital 
programme from £5.3m pa to £2.5m pa and would have an inevitable effect on the long term 
condition of the stock and the requirement to invest £160m over 30 years. There would be a 
need to review the long term HRA capital programme towards the end of the 4 year period.  

This also meant that there would now not be any more new housing schemes over and 
above those already funded and approved unless they could be met from savings within the 
HRA, Right to Buy receipts or as yet unknown government grants.  

In view of these factors, a report on prioritising capital expenditure was presented to the One 
Corby Policy Committee in October 2015 and the programme followed on from this.  

A full breakdown of the Housing improvements element of the Capital Programme was 
shown in Appendix A accompanying the report. 
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2016/17 
£’000

2017/18 
£’000

2018/19 
£’000

2019/20 
£’000 

2020/21

£’000

Housing Improvements 2,300 5,100 3,600 4,500 4,000

Social Housing New Build 3,625 3,625 0 0 0

Garage Sites 1,000 2,000 1,400 1,200 1,000

Neville House 500 1,000 0 0 0

Sykes Court 380 0 0 0 0

  

Total Programme 7,805 11,725 5,000 5,700 5,000

  

Funded By:  

Revenue Funding 4,600 3,900 3,200 2,500 2,500

HCA Grant Funding 750 750 0 0 0

Right to Buy Sales 1,600 800 700 600 500

Borrowing 4,475 3,675 700 600 500

(Contribution to)/Use of Reserves (3,620) 2,600 400 2,000 1,500

  

Total Funding 7,805 11,725 5,000 5,700 5,000

 

In view of the financial pressures facing the council, there would inevitably be some 
previously planned capital schemes that could not be undertaken. Appendix 1 reflected what 
was considered to be essential and priority based housing improvement works. Whilst 
Members were able to influence or request other schemes within the housing programme to 
be approved by Full Council, it was noted that the overall funding level was fixed and 
therefore any additional schemes approved would need to be at the expense of those 
already put forward. 

In addition, any underspends from the current year’s programme would be carried forward, 
subject to One Corby Policy Committee approval in June 2016. This was currently expected 
to include approximately £130,000 for kitchens and bathrooms works and £750,000 for 
external walls work, which was being used as a match funding bid for further grant funding. If 
any further sources of funding for additional schemes become available they could also be 
added to the capital programme during the year.  
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A breakdown of the General Fund element of the Capital Programme along with a 
breakdown of the funding was shown in the report.   

 

 2016/17 
£’000

2017/18 
£’000

2018/19 
£’000

2019/20 
£’000 

2020/21

£’000

Woodland Improvements 63 63 63 63 63

Replacement Wheelie Bins 40 40 40 40 40

Disabled Facilities Grants 223 223 223 223 223

ICT Hardware Replacement 150 150 150 150 150

  

Total Programme 476 476 476 476 476

  

Funded By:  

Grants & Contributions 286 286 286 286 286

Further Funding Required 190 190 190 190 190

  

Total Funding 476 476 476 476 476

 

In view of the financial pressures facing the council, only committed, unavoidable or 
externally funded schemes were to be allowed for in 2016/17 and beyond. Over the medium 
term the Council would continue to fund General Fund capital expenditure from capital 
receipts, external grant funding and section 106 contributions only wherever possible, and 
therefore not look to undertake any further long-term borrowing over and above what had 
been previously agreed, unless it was unavoidable or unless compensating revenue savings 
could be found. If any further schemes were identified, they would require separate One 
Corby Policy Committee approval.  

Aside from this, and as with the HRA capital programme, the overall programme for 2016/17 
would only change when unfinished schemes for 2015/16 were approved for carry forward 
by Committee in June 2016. If any further sources of funding for additional schemes become 
available they could also be added to the capital programme during the year. 

Councillor Addison MOVED the recommendations. In doing so Members noted the restricted 
nature of the Capital Programme in comparison with other years, but despite this there 
would be investment in a range of projects including Woodland Improvements, Rockingham 
Triangle, Play Areas and Superfast Broadband. 

Councillor Eyles SECONDED the recommendations. 
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Councillor McKellar indicated that the Conservative Group would be supporting the 
recommendations. Under this item, Councillor McKellar queried whether it would be 
beneficial for the Council to consider disposing of some of its leasehold properties, 
particularly those where a peppercorn rent was being charged. Officers explained that in 
most cases these were being leased to charities and other community bodies. Officers would 
provide Councillor McKellar with more information regarding these assets outside of the 
meeting. 

Officers reminded Members that any proposal for the Council to charge an undervalue rent 
was brought before Committee and Member approval sought; these matters were not 
delegated to officers. 

RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The Capital Programme as set out in Appendix A be approved; and 
ii) The funding strategy for the Capital Programme for 2016/17 to 2020/21 as set out 

in the report be approved. 
 
Those voting for the recommendations – Councillors Addison, P Beattie, T Beattie, Beeby, 
Brown, Butcher, Carratt, Cassidy, Colquhoun, Dady, Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, Keane, Latta, 
McEwan, McGhee, McKellar, Petch, Rahman, Reay, Riley, Watt & Watts. 
 
Those voting against the recommendations – None. 
 
Abstentions – None. 
 

69. Pay Policy Statement 
 
The Pay Policy Statement was being submitted to Full Council in accordance with statutory 
requirements under the Localism Act, which required local authorities to produce an annual 
Pay Policy Statement. 
 
Councillor T Beattie sought clarification as to whether the Counting Officer fee applicable for 
the forthcoming EU Referendum would be paid for by the Council. Officers confirmed that 
any fees or costs associated with the Referendum would be met by Government; there 
would be no direct costs charged to the Council. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The Pay Policy Statement 2016/2017 be approved. 
 

70. Statement of Licensing Policy – Gambling Act 2005 
 
The Gambling Act 2005 required the Council to determine and publish a Statement of 
Gambling Policy every three years. The report before Full Council had been considered by 
the One Corby Policy Committee at its meeting on 5th January 2016. The Committee were 
requesting that Full Council ratify the agreed Policy. 
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RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) Full Council ratify the decision of the One Corby Policy Committee (05.01.16) 
that approval is given to the Statement of Licensing Policy and that Option 1 
(not to approve a “No Casino” resolution) is taken with respect to casinos in 
order to keep this Authority’s options open in the future. 

71. Close of Meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 7:44 pm. 
 


