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Full Council 
Thursday 25th August 2016 
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby. 
 
Present: - Councillor Riley (Mayor), Keane, Addison, T Beattie, Beeby, Brown, Butcher, 

Caine, Cassidy, Colquhoun, Dady, Eyles, Ferguson, Goult, Latta, McGhee, 
McKellar, Pengelly, Reay, Sims & Watts. 

 
23.  Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies were received from Councillor McEwan, Petch, Watt, Rutt, Rahman, P Beattie & 
Elliston. 
 

24.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. 
 
Councillor Mark Pengelly declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the report 
on Grants Committee. Councillor Pengelly is involved with community organisations that 
have previously been in receipt of grant awards. 
 
Councillor John McGhee declared a personal and non prejudicial interest in relation to the 
report on Priors Hall. Councillor McGhee is also a County Councillor and he may potentially 
discuss the matter at County Hall in that capacity. 
 

25.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 30th June 2016 had been circulated. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 30th June 2016 be approved. 
 

26.  Mayor’s Announcements 
 
The Mayor wished congratulations recorded to all of the members of Team GB who 
participated in the recent Olympic Games in Rio. These Games had proven very successful 
and on behalf of Corby congratulations were recorded. 
 
The Mayor also on behalf of Council wished to register its best wishes to Councillor Paul 
Beattie who was travelling to Australia to participate on behalf of the United Kingdom in an 
amateur cycling event. It was a great honour and the Mayor on behalf of the Council wished 
him good luck. 
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The Mayor also requested volunteers to assist with fund raising for the Mayor’s Charities at 
the Bonfire Night in November. If anyone was interested in assisting please let the Mayor 
know. 
 

27.  Petitions 
 
No petitions had been received. 
 

28.  Public Question Time 
 
No public questions had been received. 
 

29.  Minutes of Committee & Panel Meetings 
 
29.1 One Corby Policy Committee 
 
Councillor T Beattie presented the minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meetings of 
14th July 2016 & 2nd August 2016. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings be received. 
 
29.2 Development Control Committee 
 
Councillor Latta presented the minutes of the Development Control Committee meetings 
held on 28th June 2016 & 12th July 2016. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings be received. 
 
29.3 Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
 
Councillor Watts presented the minutes of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel meeting held on 
20th July 2016. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting be received. 
 
29.4 Crime & Disorder Committee 
 
Councillor Watts presented the minutes of the Crime & Disorder Committee meeting held on 
7th July 2016. 
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RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting be received. 
 
29.5 Standards Committee 
 
Councillor Eyles presented the minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held on 12th 
August 2016. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting be received. 
 
29.6 Local Plan Committee 
 
Councillor Dady presented the minutes of the Local Plan Committee meeting held on 29th 
June 2016. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting be received. 
 

30.  Motions 
 
No motions had been received. 
 
Councillor Pengelly left the meeting at this point. 
 

31.  Report – Grants Committee 
 
Full Council received a report requesting that they consider establishing a new standing 
committee for the administration of grants to local voluntary, community and charitable 
groups. Currently this was the responsibility of Grants Sub-committee who were established 
on an annual basis by the One Corby Policy Committee to undertake this responsibility. 
 
Under this item Councillor McKellar raised the issue of considering whether it was possible 
to consider introducing an appeal mechanism for unsuccessful applicants; this had been 
mentioned at a previous One Corby Policy Committee meeting. Officers confirmed that this 
would be brought forward for Members to consider at a later date. 
 
Councillor McGhee felt that the current process was fair, open and transparent but 
welcomed the opportunity to consider introducing an appeal process and consider whether 
this would strengthen arrangements. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The Grants Committee be established as a standing committee of Corby Borough 
Council with immediate effect; 
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ii) The Committee’s terms of reference as detailed in Appendix A be approved; 
iii) The membership of the Committee be 7 elected members, with normal substitute 

arrangements; 
iv) The Chair of Grants Committee does not receive a Special Responsibility 

Allowance, however this to be reviewed as part of any future review of 
allowances; and 

v) The Monitoring Officer make any consequential amendments required within the 
Council Constitution. 

 
Councillor Pengelly returned to the meeting at this point. 
 

32.  Questions to the Leader 
 
There were no questions to the Leader. 
 

33.  Exclusion of the Press & Public 
 
RESOLVED that:- 

The press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
reports on the grounds that they contain exempt information as defined in the Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended). 

Paragraph 3 

Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 

34.  Priors Hall Community Centre 
 
Full Council debated an urgent report in relation to the proposed lease arrangements of the 
new Priors Hall Community Centre. The reason for the urgency was that discussions 
between the Council, the County Council and the developer were ongoing. The deliberations 
between the various parties were developing at such pace that officers felt that Council 
needed to provide them [officers] with the delegation to proceed in the Council’s best 
interest; the existing delegation was felt insufficient to meet the Council’s objectives. 
 
Copies of the report had been circulated, however officers provided a summary of the 
current situation in discussions which had progressed further since the report had been 
issued. 
 
Full Council noted that the current position was that the developers were still offering a lease 
to the County Council for the school and a lease to Corby Borough Council for the 
community centre. The section 106 obligation on the developer was to provide the freehold 
for the whole facility to either the County Council or the Borough Council. The developers 
had at this late date placed an alternative proposal to both local authorities which was not 
compliant with the approved section 106 Agreement. 
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Both authorities had expressed their displeasure both at the revised proposal and the 
lateness that this was tabled. The school was due to open with a first year only intake in the 
first week of September 2016. The delay in formalising lease arrangements was causing 
considerable concern, particularly to the County Council. 
 
Officers indicated that the County Council had updated them that they [the County Council] 
were now minded to accept a 1 year lease arrangement offered by the developers for the 
school. The County Council had floated the question as to whether Corby Council would be 
interested in participating in this short term solution. Officers were not delegated to do so, 
neither were officers minded to recommend to Full Council that this was acceptable. 
 
Officers confirmed that their view was that the obligations in the section 106 should be 
adhered to. 
 
For background information, officers confirmed that the developers had submitted a revised 
master plan for the Priors Hall site which would shortly be coming before the Planning 
Authority. Within this was an amended section 106 which was intended to tidy-up the current 
array of section 106 Agreements covering the site.  This would shortly be tabled for 
consideration by the Development Control Committee. 
 
Officers stressed that due to the lateness of the developer’s raising this matter there was still 
an amount of detail regarding their proposal which was unknown.  Officers advised against a 
1 year lease solution as this may undermine Corby Council’s legal position and potential 
future case. 
 
The freehold obligation was the solution that officers were working towards but should an 
acceptable lease solution be presented, which protected the Council’s position and met the 
community’s aspirations, then this may be acceptable but currently officers had no delegated 
authority to pursue this. The recommendation in the report would if agreed provide that 
authority. 
 
 Full Council adjourned at 7:35 pm. Full Council recommenced at 7:55 pm. 
Councillor Colquhoun left the meeting at this point. 
 
Councillor Addison questioned what impact the current situation may have on the Trust 
which would operate the school.  Officers believed that the Trust needed a freehold solution; 
however the Trust had not been party to the most recent discussions. These involved the 
developers, the County Council and Corby Borough Council only. 
 
Councillor McGhee expressed his extreme disappointment and anger at the stance and 
activities of the developer, who at this late stage were ignoring their obligations and putting 
forward an unacceptable alternative.  Councillor McGhee wondered if the Council entered 
into a lease arrangement with the developer whether there would be any cost. Officers could 
not confirm whether there would be any cost involved; there was currently little detail of what 
the lease would involve. There may be a request for rent or additional charges regarding the 
upkeep of the building, it was an unknown factor. 
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Councillor Caine welcomed the concise report and the explanation of the current situation 
which was appreciated. Councillor Caine also expressed her anger at the actions of the 
developer in trying to renege on their section 106 obligations. Councillor Caine asked 
whether the developers were retaining the freehold on the playing fields. Officers confirmed 
that currently the developers did. It was officers understanding that the area designated for 
playing fields, which was yet to be “made up”, was to be for the exclusive use of the school. 
That would not prohibit the school from extending the fields for some form of community use 
in the future. Officers confirmed that one of the possible concerns of the developers was that 
the area designated for playing fields may be developed at a later stage. Whilst this was 
extremely unlikely this concern could be resolved by the application of a restrictive covenant, 
however the developers would currently need to agree to that as they held the freehold. 
 
Councillor Pengelly stressed that the freehold should pass to a local authority, that was 
required in the section 106 Agreement. There should be no cost to either local authority. 
Councillor Pengelly wondered what arrangement there was with Corby Business Academy. 
Officers believed that was a lease arrangement, with the developers retaining the freehold. 
Officers stressed that a robust lease arrangement may be acceptable under certain 
circumstances, as long as it met the objectives and aspirations of the Council and the local 
community. The current problem was the lack of detail and the uncertainty; this was down to 
the developers putting this option forward at the last minute. 
 
Councillor McKellar asked what length of lease was being offered by the developer. Officers 
stated that no definite term had yet been tabled, though the suggestion was that it was to be 
a “long lease”. The current offer to the County Council was for a 1 year lease, which stated 
that acceptance of would not negate the current section 106 obligation, but would allow time 
for a negotiated solution. 
 
Councillor McKellar wondered what legal remedies were available to the Council. Officers 
confirmed that litigation was an option and it was a potential breach of their planning 
conditions. Officers reminded Council that although litigation was an option it was not without 
risk, although the Council had a strong case, was time consuming and expensive. Officers 
reminded Council that the Development Control Committee would shortly be considering 
section 106 issues on the site. It would be legitimate for the Committee to be updated on any 
unresolved section 106 conditions prior to it determining any new 106 Agreement. Officers 
stated that the failure to meet outstanding section 106 obligations could be regarded as a 
planning material consideration. 
 
Councillor McKellar wondered whether there was a potential for the Council to obtain interim 
relief or possibly be able to utilise and access the building under a licence. Officers felt that 
the potential for interim relief was unlikely. A licence may be an option to allow for the 
community centre to begin operations. 
 
Councillor Watts wondered what impact this case may have on the other schools scheduled 
to be opened on Priors Hall; was this establishing a precedent. Officers confirmed that there 
were three schools scheduled for the site although it may be a while before the next was 
constructed and operational. Two of the schools fell within Corby Borough, the other within 
East Northants District. Officers confirmed that the outcome of the current situation may set 
a precedent for the future.  
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Councillor Eyles queried whether the developer currently owed the Council monies under 
section 106. Officers confirmed that some money was owed (£955k) in relation to off-setting 
some affordable housing contribution. This had been owed for some time, however the 
Council and the developer had renegotiated the obligation and currently the developer paid 
£45k per year to the Council to cover lost interest.  Officers confirmed that currently the 
developer was not in arrears. 
 
Councillor Tom Beattie supported the comments made by his fellow councillors and agreed 
that this was a disappointing position to be in. Councillor Beattie supported the 
recommendation and felt it was important that all options were available to the Council 
moving forward. 
 
Officers confirmed that they would continue to progress the freehold option and delivery of 
the section 106 Agreement, however it was important that they had delegated authority to 
agree a way forward if it met the Council’s objectives by another route.  Agreeing the report’s 
recommendation would provide officers with this flexibility. 
 
Councillor McGhee supported the report’s recommendation. He was confident that the 
Leader and officers would protect the Council’s interest and more importantly the 
community’s interest. 
 
Councillor Sims also supported previous comments. The developer had let the Council and 
the local community down. Councillor Sims hoped that officers would continue to keep the 
ward councillors “in the loop” as they were keen to protect their constituent’s interest. 
 
Councillor Sims also sought clarification from officers as to whether failure on the part of the 
developer to meet its current section 106 obligations was a strong or weak planning material 
consideration. Officers confirmed that the weighting that was attached to that was for 
Members on the Development Control Committee to decide.  The issue of the developer’s 
previous and/or current non-performance was a legitimate item for consideration. 
 
Councillor McKellar moved an amendment to the recommendation as written, requesting 
that it be amended to include after “…the Leader of the Council…” the additional text “…and 
one of the local Ward Members…” This amendment was seconded. Full Council voted on 
the amendment and it was agreed. 
 
Councillor Addison moved the recommendation (as amended). Councillor Pengelly 
seconded the recommendation (as amended). 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
i) That the Chief Executive, or the Director of Corporate Services in his absence, in 

Consultation with the Leader of the Council and one local Ward Member, be 
authorised to accept a long lease from Bela Partnership Ltd, on acceptable terms, of 
Community Centre One at Priors Hall Park and to execute any necessary 
consequential variations to the Section 106 Agreement dated 4th April 2013 to 
enable that lease to be put in place. 
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35.  Close of Meeting 

 
Meeting closed at 8:30 pm. 


