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Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
Tuesday 24 September 2019 

in Council Chamber, Corby Cube, George Street, Corby 

 
Present: Councillors Watts (Chair), Beeby, Caine, Brown, Dady, McNab, Reay and 

Watt 

 Kate Booth, Tenants Voice 
Dan Pickard, Business Group Representative  

19. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Lyn Buckingham, Neighbourhood Associations 
representative, Owen Davison, Parish representative, and Gloria Ellenton, Business Group 
Representative.  Dan Pickard was present as the substitute representative for the Business 
Group. 

20. Declarations of Interest  

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  There were no 
such declarations. 

21. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Members were asked to approve the minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Panel meeting held 
on 27 August 2019, copies of which had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 27 August 2019, 
copies of which had been circulated to Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

22. Service Area Update – CB Property 

The Head of CB Property was present to update Members on his areas of responsibility and a 
briefing paper had been circulated in advance covering Investment Properties, Economic 
Development, Facilities Management, Asset Management and the Commercial Property 
portfolio. 

The Head of Service explained that vacant units at Corby Enterprise Centre were expected to 
rise to 8 by the end of the month, some due to relocations and some to businesses closing 
down. 

Commercial Property continued to perform well with occupancy rates remaining high and most 
vacancy periods short.  The number of vacant units had reduced from five to three since the 
report was written as the units in Farmstead Road and Welland Vale Road were under offer.  A 
further seven units were also under offer pending completion of legal processes. 

The new letting in High Street was at Nos 53-57 (not 73-75 as stated in the report).  This was 
expected to be occupied in October, again with only a short void period. 

The police were now in residence on Cube 4th Floor and the remaining office was under offer 
and was expected to be occupied from January 2020. 

It was also pleasing to note that progress was being made on the next phase of Parklands 
Gateway after a long delay and it was hoped a Planning Application would be submitted 
before the end of the year. 

Purchase of an investment property in Brakey Road had been completed in July, in 
partnership with Kettering Borough Council.  This was a large warehouse with an existing 
tenant and was providing a good return. 

Comment was made that the improvements to the walkways and exteriors of Rockingham 
Road flats were much appreciated by residents. 
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The timetable for Town Deals was queried and also whether the Council had any 
schemes/ideas ready to put forward.  The Head of Service explained that no information was 
currently available on timescales or the scope/nature of schemes likely to be supported.  There 
were a number of ideas which could be pursued depending on the brief. 

It was asked what would happen to the commercial portfolio under Unitary and if 
improvement/maintenance work would continue.  It was explained that the four existing 
councils had very different portfolios, but in respect of repairs, etc, landlord obligations 
contained in contracts and leases would still have to be fulfilled.  It was also hoped that the 
Unitary Authority would recognise the value of the assets in generating an income for the 
General Fund.  In relation to amalgamation with the other authority areas, it was not clear how 
this would work at present but the Head of Service felt it would be helpful to have a joint 
approach across North Northants to be able to offer a wider choice of accommodation to 
businesses and, hopefully, keep more of them within the area.  

The Business Group representative commented that, as in many areas, the town centre was 
fighting to maintain occupancy rates, etc, and was considering different approaches to address 
this.  Edinburgh House in New Post Office Square, for example, was being looked at for 
conversion to domestic housing.  He also stated that the Business Group would be happy to 
promote the Innovation Hub if details were forwarded.  The Head of Service would follow this 
up. 

Members thanked the Head of Service for his attendance and input. 

23. Scrutiny Work Plan 

The work plan had been circulated for Members’ comments and input. 

Following the climate change pledge, it was suggested that O&S Panel should seek to play a 
role in taking this forward and turning words into actions.  The myths and lack of understanding 
surrounding this were highlighted and it was suggested that Members should try to gain some 
greater knowledge/expertise in this area. 

The need for ongoing promotion of Council recycling facilities was raised to keep this at the 
forefront of householders’ minds.  A number of other ideas were mooted, include ceasing use 
of disposable plastic cups in Council buildings; improving wifi within the Cube to cut down on 
printing; providing pool cars/shared cars for residents to reduce car ownership. 

Issues around public transport in growth areas like Priors Hall and Weldon were raised and it 
was agreed to ask the Head of Planning & Environmental Services to include this in his next 
service area update, ie any commitments in S106 Agreements or other plans. 

The Head of CB Property stated that the plastic cups in use were recycled and it may be 
difficult to find a workable alternative, particularly for the Chamber which as a multi-use venue.  
He also emphasised that the areas where the Council could make the most impact on carbon 
footprint were on the big ticket items such as energy efficiency and waste management.   

The importance of empowering people to make changes in their daily lives was also 
highlighted. 

It was agreed to seek an update on the use/standard of temporary accommodation outside 
Corby Borough. 

24. Items from Forward Plan  

The Forward Plan was updated and circulated with the agenda papers for each meeting to 
enable Members to select items they wished to see brought to the Panel, in addition to key 
policy items which were brought forward to the Panel automatically.   

The Chair indicated she would raise the climate emergency at Full Council and propose an 
education programme for residents and businesses.  

25. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 7.52 pm. 


