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Licensing and Regulation Committee  

Monday 22 April 2013 at 7 pm 

in The Council Chamber, Cube, George Street, Corby 

 

Present: -  Councillors Bromhall, Dady, Goult, Lilley, Noble 

1. Election of Chair 

Resolved that: 

Cllr Noble be elected Chair for the meeting. 

2. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Butcher and Forshaw.   

3. Declarations of Interest 

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they might have in the business to 
be discussed and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of 
the interest and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  

No such declarations were made. 

4. Report to provide information on crime & disorder statistics from licensed premises 

within the Borough  

The Health Protection Manager presented a report on the crime and disorder statistics 
relating to licensed premises.   

In addition to promoting the four licensing objectives, local authorities also had obligations 
under S17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 which put crime and disorder reduction at the 
heart of local decision making.  

The appendices to the report detailed offences which could be linked with specific licensed 
premises over the past three years.   

The statistics indicated that premises with significant incidents recorded against them 
tended to be late night operations.  The Village Inn and Rockafellas remained significantly 
ahead of other premises in the number of incidents recorded, following closure of Madison 
Morgan.  It was stressed that the Village Inn was an extremely busy venue with queues 
most weekends although it had quietened down recently with some customers transferring 
to Rubix in the town centre.  Rockafellas tended to attract a slightly older age group and had 
a very heavy door presence. 

Comment was made that there seemed to be an increase in crime and disorder related to 
licensed premises in rural areas.  Queries were raised in relation to proposals to introduce 
Early Morning Restriction Orders (EMROs) in Kettering and Northampton.   

The Health Protection Manager confirmed that two new measures had been introduced to 
help Authorities deal with problem areas, ie EMROs and Late Night Levies (LNLs). 
Northamptonshire Police were looking to introduce an EMRO in Northampton town and it 
was understood Kettering was also being considered but on a voluntary basis and it was not 
clear how this would work.  It would be interesting to see how the early cases progressed. 

Evidence was already being collated locally by the police, particularly in the Old Village area, 
and discussions had taken place with Residents’ Associations about how residents could 
feed into this process.  EMROs were heavily reliant on evidential support as they were 
highly challengeable.   

Comment was made that a culture was developing of pre-loading with alcohol and going out 
to venues very late. This had serious implications, including for police and health resources. 
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It was noted that Late Night Levies were aimed at raising money for enforcement, etc, from 
businesses but this measure was not proving popular so far.  It was understood, however, 
that it was being pursued in Milton Keynes. 

Issues with underage drinking/sales were queried and the Officer confirmed this was 
currently mainly related to off licences and shops.  Training was one of the major issues.  
Spot checks were undertaken at all licensed premises and information from the 
community/intelligence gathering was also fed into decision making and enforcement 
activities.  Rubix was currently having some issues with fake IDs. 

It was asked if underage drinking was included within the statistics and the Health Protection 
Manager explained that this did not usually result in arrests so it would not show up.  This 
raised the question of why young people were not prosecuted more frequently and it was 
explained that it could be difficult to prove they had purchased and consumed alcohol on the 
premises and immunity from prosecution may be offered to encourage them to be more 
honest about their activities.  If there was evidence of an extensive problem, the police 
would put an operation together, as in the case of Madison Morgan prior to its closure. 

Issues around bottles and glasses were raised and it was recognised that most were not 
coming out of premises but were brought from elsewhere and dumped outside premises.  
Samuel Lloyds and Rockafellas was a prime example of this.  Both were quite proactive 
about not allowing glass outside but there was still a significant issue with litter, etc. 

Members asked if it was possible to have statistics when applications were considered.  The 
Health Protection Manager explained that it would not be permitted to consider the stats 
generally.  Members could bear in mind the bigger picture but had to make decisions on the 
basis of the specific application before them and the relevant evidence presented.   

It was asked if anecdotal evidence painted a worse impression than the statistics and the 
Officer agreed that this could be the case, for example, in relation to drugs where it could be 
argued that neither management nor the police were particularly proactive, relying heavily 
on occasional operations with dogs, etc. 

It was agreed that the statistics would be forwarded to members of the Rural Area Forum for 
their information. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The crime and disorder statistics for the Borough be noted. 

5. Licensing Act 2003 – Licensing Reforms 

The Health Protection Manager gave a presentation on recent changes to the Licensing Act 
2003, covering: 

 Background; 

 Measures introduced by the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011; 

 Commencement dates; 

 Late Night Levies & EMROs; 

 Questions. 

The Coalition Government was seeking to rebalance Licensing legislation with various 
measures wrapped up in the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act.  Responsible 
Authorities had been extended to include Health bodies and Licensing Authorities. 

The vicinity test had been removed from the legislation and anyone could now make 
representations on applications and greater effort was being made to consult the wider 
community, eg Neighbourhood Associations, Ward Councillors, etc.  It was asked if Parish 
Councils were consulted and the Officer believed so but would check and ensure this was 
done. 

Changes had also been made to Temporary Event Notices with Environmental Health being 
given objection rights and Licensing Authorities being able to apply existing licensing 
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conditions to temporary events which was not allowed previously.  This was worth bearing in 
mind and officers would try to ensure conditions were carried across. 

Measures to protect children from harm had been strengthened, eg maximum fine for 
underage sales had been doubled to £20k.   

Efforts had also been made to reduce the burden of licensing regulations with the 
introduction of suspensions for non payment of fees, reduced frequency for review of 
Licensing Policy Statements and updating of relevant offences.  Local determination of 
licensing fees had also been delayed. 

Both EMROs and LNLs were onerous to introduce and highly challengeable and Authorities 
would, therefore, need to be certain they had a strong case.  75% of the funds raised by 
LNLs would go to the police.  

The Health Protection Manager reminded Members of the regular East Midlands licensing 
liaison meetings which were helpful for increasing awareness of the issues and sharing 
experiences, etc.  Officers would also be organising in-house refresher training in due 
course. 

6. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm. 


