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Crime & Disorder Committee 
Wednesday 21 October 2015 

in Council Chamber, Corby Cube, George Street, Corby 

 
Present: Councillors Caine (Chair), Beeby, Carratt, Dady, Ferguson, Keane, Watt, 

Watts 

Also in attendance:  Owen Davison, Parish Representative 
Inspector Vaughan Clarke, Northants Police 

  Cllr Butcher, Police & Crime Panel Representative 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Rahman, Petch, Riley, Goult and also 
from Adam Simmonds, Police Crime Commissioner and Helen Boardman, Commissioner for 
Faith Based Community Initiatives.     

The Chair explained that the apologies from the Police Crime Commissioner’s office had been 
received after the agenda was issued.  She had written to the Commissioner’s office on behalf 
of the Committee expressing the disappointment of Members at this development.  

2. Declarations of Interest  

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  There were no 
such declarations 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Panel was requested to approve the minutes of the Crime & Disorder Committee meeting 
held on 17 September 2014, copies of which had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The minutes of the meeting of the Crime & Disorder Committee held on 17 September 2014, 
copies of which had been circulated to Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

4. Community Safety Partnership Update 

A briefing report updating Members on the activities of the Community Safety Partnership, had 
been circulated with the agenda papers.  The following supplementary information was 
circulated at the meeting:  

 Community Safety Partnership Plan 2015-17 

 Operation Staysafe press releases for 2014 and 2015 

 Safer Corby guide 

 Kingswood Take Action event leaflet. 

The partnership priorities for 2015/16 were: 

 To Tackle Violence, Anti-Social Behaviour and Hate Crime  

 To Tackle Interpersonal Violence ( to include Domestic Abuse, Sexual Violence & Child 
Sexual Exploitation) 

 To Tackle Acquisitive Crime and Re-Offending. 

The Senior Neighbourhood Manager outlined the key measures set out in the report and 
performance data presented in Appendix A.   

Operation Staysafe was a multi-agency initiative which took place during school holidays to 
reduce crime and anti-social behaviour and prevent underage drinking.  Summer 2015 had 
been much quieter than the previous year, evidenced by the significantly reduced amount of 
alcohol seized in 2015 as detailed in the press releases.  The data on alcohol consumption 
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among young people was also encouraging and indicated that the message from local and 
national awareness raising campaigns was getting through. 

Licensee training under the Community Alcohol Partnership (CAP) was queried. It was 
explained that CAP was part of a national network supported by the Government and alcohol 
retailers.  ASDA was offering training sessions to other alcohol retailers every six months on 
the supermarket’s premises.  Tesco had now also come forward to offer mobile sessions.  
Tesco Express on Oakley Vale had been the only failure in a recent test purchasing exercise 
but had addressed the matter swiftly. 

The reduction in funding for 2015/16 was noted.  Early warning of this had enabled the team to 
stretch the funding from 2014/15 to cover the first half of 2015/16.    The reduction in funding 
had impacted significantly on the range of activities undertaken by the partnership which was 
illustrated in the tables of services/initiatives set out in the briefing report showing the split 
between the current and previous financial years.  

Cllr Butcher emphasised the impact of the withdrawal of funding which had been redirected to 
the Office of Faith Based Community Initiatives (OFBCI) which should be putting replacement 
activities in place.  Funding for target hardening for domestic violence would run out shortly 
and there was no obvious alternative.  Funding for the refuge would also cease in 2016 but 
arrangements for drop in sessions in the Cube had been agreed and Anne Bosworth had also 
indicated to Cllr Butcher that volunteers would be sought to assist victims of domestic violence 
to access services and support. 

In relation to communications and media, it was asked how much went out to the rural areas.  
The Senior Neighbourhood Manager explained that Take Action events took place over three 
days, one of which would be held in a rural area.  All rural areas were covered on a cyclical 
basis. 

It was asked if the funding situation jeopardised the Community Safety team itself. Officers 
explained it would not jeopardise the existence of the team but would significantly impact on 
what could be achieved.  The OFBCI was looking for groups to come forward to deliver 
interventions but it was understood this was meeting with limited success. It had been 
intimated that some of the withdrawn funding may be returned to local authorities but this had 
not happened so far.  The concern was that Corby’s previous approach had worked well and 
was now being undermined.  Officers would continue to seek additional funding sources. 

The Chief Executive commented that Corby had done well to get to the current position and 
emphasised it would be harder in the coming years with less resources available.  The team 
would continue to do the best it could with the resources available but budget setting for Local 
Authorities and the Police was more challenging each year.  It was also important to note that 
the impact of the reductions was not just on crime but on the wider health and wellbeing of 
individuals and communities.  The positive outcomes of Staysafe were very pleasing as they 
helped to tackle issues which affected Corby particularly. 

It was noted that the OFBCI Commissioner had attended the last Community Safety 
Partnership meeting and had agreed to provide further information on work taking place in 
Corby.  This was still awaited. 

The Community Safety Manager updated Members on various aspects of community safety 
activity, including funding, managing anti-social behaviour, new legislative powers, multi- 
agency case management, arson reduction initiatives, dealing with interpersonal abuse, 
restorative practices and CCTV.  Further detail was set out in the report. 

The impact of new street lights on CCTV images was queried and it was confirmed that this 
had affected the depth of vision at night due to the distance between street lamps.  

It was asked if all cameras were in working order, particularly the one at West Glebe Park.  
Officers confirmed that a maintenance contract was in place and faulty cameras were normally 
repaired within a reasonable timescale.  The power supply to the camera at West Glebe Park 
seemed to have been disconnected during some works undertaken by NCC and Officers were 
trying to understand what had happened as the Council had no budget for reinstating the 
supply.  In the meantime, the camera was being utilised elsewhere as needed. It was also 
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confirmed that sustainable energy sources such as wind and solar power were being sought to 
reduce the cost of installations as well as the ongoing running costs of cameras. 

The issue of alcohol litter at West Glebe Park was raised and it was confirmed that further 
details of the amount of litter would enable officers to target the area for more intervention.  
This would be followed up with the Friends of group and Pavilion staff. 

Members congratulated the team on their ongoing success in dealing with crime and anti-
social behaviour.  

5. Police & Crime Commissioner Update 

No update available. 

6. Police & Crime Update 

Inspector Clarke explained that he had been the Sector Commander for Corby for 15 months 
and had previously held the same role at Wellingborough and East Northants.  He had over 30 
years experience in the police and had been involved with a number of special projects over 
that time, including the development of automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) devices. 
Corby had the strongest Community Safety Partnership in the County. 

In relation to performance, although the data showed that interpersonal violence was up by 
40%, this was largely due to new crime recording practices which required historic crimes to 
be recorded in the year in which they were reported.  A&E departments were seeing a 
reduction in people involved in violence incidents which indicated that there was limited 
movement in the statistics in reality. 

Serious acquisitive crime was also flat-lining, although there had been a short, sharp increase 
in burglaries and vehicle crime in recent weeks which was down to a gang that had travelled in 
from another area.  This had been dealt with and figures were settling back to previous levels. 

Inspector Clarke was also keen to increase long term problem solving/behaviour changing 
initiatives.  A lot of work was being done in schools, including further sessions with Human 
Utopia (HU).  These sessions were very powerful at reducing bullying and violence and many 
schools were now self-funding these sessions.  This work underpinned the vision to take a 
generation out of crime which was also the new theme of the Corby Locality Forum which the 
Inspector now chaired. 

The impact of ANPR cameras in reducing crime in commercial areas was evidenced by 
success in Brackmills where offences had reduced to 11 compared with 165 in Earlstrees in 
Corby where there were no cameras.  Businesses were being encouraged to contribute to a 
scheme to provide these cameras but it was an uphill struggle. Landlords/site owners were 
now being approached. 

It was asked if HU was being delivered in specialist schools such as Maplefields.  Inspector 
Clarke said both HU and the head of Maplefields were keen to make this happen but it would 
need a different approach and this was being developed. 

The issue of persistent street drinking in Coronation Park was raised.  It was recognised that 
this had proved difficult to address but new powers were available under Public Space 
Protection Orders (PSPOs) and the process of putting this in place was underway.  Once 
these powers were available, Inspector Clarke was confident that progress would be made.  
The PSPO should be in place in December. 

It was also noted that strengthening the approach of licensed premises was a key strategy of 
the Community Alcohol Partnership, including adoption of Challenge 25, conflict management 
training and other initiatives.  

7. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 8.25 pm. 


