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One Corby Policy Committee 
Tuesday 21 January 2020  
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby   
 
Present: - Councillors Addison, Elliston, Eyles, Keane, McGhee, McEwan, Pengelly, Sims 

and Watt. 
 

54. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T Beattie and Latta. 

55. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of any 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. No declarations 
were made. 

56. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meeting held on 3 December 2019 had been 
circulated. 

RESOLVED that:- 
i) The minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee held on 3 December 2019 be 

approved. 

57. Homelessness and Rough Sleeper Strategy 
The report before the Committee sought approval of the Homelessness and Rough Sleeper 
Strategy 2019 – 24, appended to the report. This replaced the previous Strategy which was in 
place from 2014 to 2019. 

The Homelessness Act 2002 required local authorities to pursue three key objectives: 

a. The prevention of homelessness; 

b. The provision of accommodation for people who do become homeless; 

c. The provision of support to those who have been homeless to ensure that they do not 
become homeless again. 

All four local authorities in North Northamptonshire had seen an increase in homelessness 
over the previous three years and had jointly developed this new Strategy.   

The report provided a summary of the strategic challenges, reasons for homelessness and 
performance data.   Corby Borough Council had increased the number of properties from its 
own stock available for use as temporary accommodation over the past three years (currently 
32) and had moved away from using accommodation outside the Borough, except where this 
was necessary for the client’s safety. 

The starkest manifestation of the increase in homelessness was the number of people who 
were sleeping rough.  The causes of rough sleeping were complex and Council Officers had 
worked hard to engage with rough sleepers and support them into settled accommodation.  
Services have been further enhanced by a funding grant to engage a Rough Sleeper Outreach 
Worker and Move-On Coordinator and also by the Council’s decision to fund the conversion 
of Dorking House for use as a night shelter with the inclusion of two units of supported 
accommodation.   
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The focus of the strategy was in three key activities under the headings of Prevent, Intervene 
and Recover, together with a commitment to provide high quality and value for money public 
services.  Under these areas of focus, a series of aims and objectives had been developed as 
summarised in the tables set out within the report. 

The revised Strategy had been subject to extensive consultation and Members were asked to 
note the information on homelessness provided in the report and to approve the Strategy for 
2019 – 2024. 

Members thanked officers for the excellent work undertaken on homelessness and particularly 
for the help provided to rough sleepers.  The move away from using temporary 
accommodation outside the Borough was welcomed.  It was recognised that Local Council’s 
could not resolve the issues around homelessness alone and it was suggested that a Board 
be set up with members drawn from relevant organisations and agencies to oversee the 
implementation of the strategy and to press for further local and national resources.  This was 
generally supported and it was requested that an update be provided to Members in 
approximately six months. 

It was noted that 34 units of Council housing stock had been set aside for temporary 
accommodation use which meant fewer properties were available on Keyways.  Dorking Walk 
was due to open on the following day and officers were aware of eight rough sleepers/sofa 
surfers currently but work would be taking place to identify others in the same situation. 

RESOLVED that:- 
i) The information provided on current homelessness issues within the Borough and 

across North Northamptonshire be noted; 

ii) The Homelessness and Rough Sleeper Strategy 2019 – 24 be approved.  

58. Exclusion of the Press and Public 
RESOLVED that:- 
The press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
reports on the grounds that they contain exempt information as defined in the Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended). 

Paragraph 3 
Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
authority holding that information 

59. HRA Aids and Adaptation Budget Expenditure. 
In August 2016, the Committee had approved an Aids and Adaptations Policy for the Housing 
Service.  The Policy stated that the Council would normally only fund major adaptations up to 
a maximum limit of £30,000 and that Member approval was needed for expenditure over 
£10,000.   

This report sought approval for expenditure, following a thorough Options Appraisal to adapt 
a property to meet the needs of the current tenant who had a specified medical condition and 
was wheelchair bound.   

The only alternative for this household was to wait for suitably adapted accommodation to 
become available but this could take significant time.  The cost of the work was £13,000 and 
work would be carried out by the in-house Repairs & Maintenance team. 
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RESOLVED that:- 
i) Expenditure of £13,000 from the Aids & Adaptations budget be approved to meet 

the needs of the householder. 

60. Close of Meeting 
Meeting closed at 7:28 pm. 


