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Full Council Meeting 
Thursday 21st August 2014  
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby. 
 
Present:- Councillor Dady (Mayor), P Beattie, T Beattie, Beeby, Bromhall, Butcher, 

Chaudhury, Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, Heggs, Kettle, Latta, McKellar, Noble, 
Pengelly, Petch, Rahman, Riley, Sims & Stanbra. 

 
21.  Apologies 

 
Apologies were received from Councillor Goult, Addison, Brown, Caine, McEwan, McDade & 
Lilley. 
 

22.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. 
 
Councillor Pengelly declared a personal & prejudicial interest in relation to the One Corby 
Policy Committee minutes of 1st July 2014 para.9 Rockingham Triangle. In addition, 
Councillor Pengelly declared a personal & prejudicial interest in relation to the Question to 
the Leader submitted by Councillor McKellar regarding the Brookfield site. 
 

23.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2014 had been circulated. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2014 be agreed. 
 

24.  Mayor’s Announcements 
 
The Mayor informed Members that he was seeking to help develop Member awareness of 
the procedures followed at Full Council. To this end, it was his attention to produce at each 
subsequent Full Council meeting an information sheet which would feature extracts from the 
Council’s Standing Orders. These would hopefully assist Members in further understanding 
Council procedures. 
 
The Mayor drew Council’s attention to a recent fund raising day run on behalf of the Corby & 
Kettering Guide Dog Association. This raised £900. The Mayor thanked those who had 
participated and reminded Members that contributions could still be made. 
 

25.  Petitions 
 
No petitions had been received. 
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26.  Public Question Time 
 
No questions had been submitted by the Public. 
 

27.  Minutes of Committee and Panel Meetings 
 
27.1 One Corby Policy Committee 
 
Councillor T Beattie presented the minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meetings 
held on 1st July 2014 & 29th July 2014. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 1st July 2014 & 29th July 2014 be received. 
 
27.2 Audit & Governance Committee 
 
Councillor Noble presented the minutes of the Audit & Governance Committee meeting held 
on 6th August 2014. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th August 2014 be received. 
 
27.3 Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
 
Councillor Heggs presented the minutes of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel meeting held on 
16th July 2014. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th July 2014 be received. 
 

28.  Contract Standing Orders 
 
Full Council were requested to ratify an updated version of Contract Standing Orders for 
inclusion in the Council’s Constitution. This matter was considered by the Audit & 
Governance Committee at its meeting on 6th August 2014; the Committee were 
recommending approval. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) That the updated Contract Standing Orders approved by the Audit & Governance 
Committee (6th August 2014) be ratified; 

ii) That these updated Contract Standing Orders be implemented by November 2014 
following appropriate training of the Council’s Contract Officers; and 
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iii) The proposal to allow the Director of Corporate Services or their nominated deputy to 
make changes to the variable information included in Appendix 2 of the updated 
Contract Standing Orders be agreed. 

29.  Nomination to NCC – Children’s Champion 
 
Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) had written requesting that Corby Borough Council 
provide a representative to act as “Children’s Champion”, and join with representatives from 
other local authorities to assist in providing support to NCC in the scrutiny of their support to 
young people. 
 
The nomination of Councillor Jean Addison was duly moved & seconded. There were no 
other nominations. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
Councillor Jean Addison be appointed as “Children’s Champion” for Corby Borough Council 
for the remainder of the Municipal Year 2014/2015. 
 

30.  Election of Lead Member (Environment) 
 
Nominations were sought for the vacant role of Lead Member (Environment) following the 
recent resignation from that role by Councillor Paul Beattie.  Councillor Beattie thanked both 
Members and officers for their support during his tenure in that role. Unfortunately work 
commitments meant that he was unable now to give the role the priority it warranted. 
Councillor Beattie drew attention to the professionalism and dedication shown by staff within 
Environmental Services.  Councillors Stanbra & McKellar thanked Councillor Beattie for his 
work in the role. 
 
The nomination of Councillor Mark Pengelly was duly moved & seconded. There were no 
other nominations. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
Councillor Mark Pengelly be elected as Lead Member (Environment) for the remainder of the 
Municipal Year 2014/2015. 
 

31.  Motions 
 
The following motions had been received:- 
 
31.1 Motion 1 

With Corby continuing to expand at a rapid pace, residents in Weldon, which now directly 
abuts Corby, are growing increasingly concerned that their village will become entirely 
swallowed up by its much larger neighbour within a few short years. 

It is vitally important that the village identity of Weldon is recognised and that it is given every 
possible protection from becoming engulfed by urban expansion. 
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The Council resolves that:- 

We recognise the status of Weldon as a village separate from Corby and with its own distinct 
identity; 

We acknowledge Weldon to be a rural village and that we are committed to retaining it as a 
rural area within the Borough; 

We pledge to offer Weldon all possible support in maintaining it as a rural village; and 

We instruct the Planning & Environmental Department to report to Council upon means by 
which Weldon can be given protected status in planning terms. 

Councillor McKellar in PROPOSING the motion clarified that this was not intended to be anti-
house building; he recognised the need to build more homes, but that his constituents were 
concerned that Weldon would be “swallowed up” and lose its village identity.  Councillor 
Heggs in SECONDING the motion echoed these sentiments. 

Councillor T Beattie PROPOSED an amendment to the motion. This read as follows:- 

 With Corby continuing to expand at a rapid pace, residents in Weldon, which now directly 
abuts Corby, are growing increasingly concerned that their village will become entirely 
swallowed up by its much larger neighbour within a few short years. 

It is vitally important that the village identity of Weldon is recognised and that it is given every 
possible protection from becoming engulfed by urban expansion. 

The Council resolves that: 

We recognise the status of Weldon and other villages as separate from Corby with their own 
distinct identities; 

We acknowledge Weldon and the other villages of the Borough to be rural in character and 
that we are committed to retaining them as rural areas within the Borough; 

We pledge to offer Weldon and the other villages all possible support in maintaining them as 
rural areas; and 

We instruct the Planning and Environmental Department to report to Council upon means by 
which Weldon and other villages can be given protected status in planning terms. 

In proposing the amendment, Councillor T Beattie stressed that there was widespread 
support for the sentiments in the motion. The intention of the amendment was to widen this 
to cover the other villages in the Borough. 

Councillor McKellar recognised the intention of the amendment which he welcomed. 
Councillor McKellar SECONDED the amendment. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The amendments be agreed an incorporated into the substantive motion. 
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Councillor Sims welcomed the cross-party support being shown on this item. It was 
important that the residents in the village felt that the Council were listening to their concerns 
and were trying to address them. 

Councillor Kettle supported the motion. His preference was to build on brownfield sites. 
Where there was encroachment he felt confident the rural identity of villages could be 
protected. 

Councillor Stanbra pointed out that villages already had additional planning protection 
through the use of Conservation Area status. He was happy to support the motion to see if 
any additional steps could be taken. 

Councillor McKellar thanked Members for the support shown. 

RESOLVED that:- 

i) We recognise the status of Weldon and other villages as separate from Corby 
with their own distinct identities; 

ii) We acknowledge Weldon and the other villages of the Borough to be rural in 
character and that we are committed to retaining them as rural areas within the 
Borough; 

iii) We pledge to offer Weldon and the other villages all possible support in 
maintaining them as rural areas; and 

iv) We instruct the Planning and Environmental Department to report to Council 
upon means by which Weldon and other villages can be given protected status in 
planning terms. 

31.2 Motion 2 

“This Council believes that work should pay and therefore opposes the introduction of 
schemes which force job seekers into unpaid work or face losing their benefits – schemes 
known popularly as workfare. 

This Council is concerned that there is no evidence workfare assists job seekers in finding 
work and in fact working a 30-hour week makes that more difficult; that workfare is replacing 
paid work, and that workfare stigmatises benefits claimants and locks them further into 
poverty. 

The Council resolves:- 

Not to use workfare placements and will also encourage contractors not to use the scheme.” 

Councillor Kettle PROPOSED the motion. In doing so, he brought to Member’s attention that 
he was seeking for the Council to boycott Workfare. Councillor Kettle argued that Workfare 
lead to the exploitation of the unemployed and did not guarantee proper training & 
development.  Councillor Kettle felt it was important to keep “volunteering voluntary” and that 
the scheme in its current format exploited the unemployed forcing them to work for no pay 
and little prospects of a full-time job. 

Councillor Petch SECONDED the motion. In doing so, he fully supported the Council making 
a stand by not participating with Workfare. 
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Councillor Bromhall was concerned that passing the motion may impact on those wishing to 
volunteer to work alongside the Council.  Councillor Kettle stressed that it was not meant to 
dissuade people from volunteering; it was intended to be against “compulsory volunteering”. 

Councillor Sims reminded Council that unemployment was falling. This was partly due to 
Government schemes and initiatives. It was important that unemployed people were able to 
gain work experience; Workfare contributed to this and in most cases training was provided. 
Councillor Sims agreed that the unemployed should not be exploited but Workfare had the 
potential to be a positive force. 

Councillor Kettle restated that Workfare was about compelling people to work in such a way 
that exploitation had occurred and could continue. People were being exploited. 

Councillor McKellar expressed the view that there was much in the motion he could 
sympathise with.  He agreed that the unemployed should not be exploited and there should 
be proper training etc.  Councillor McKellar felt that people should be encouraged to work or 
risk reductions in their benefits.  He felt that the scheme could provide valuable work 
experience.  Councillor McKellar felt that Corby Borough Council could provide valuable 
work experience opportunities through the scheme. 

Councillor T Beattie supported the motion. It was not opposed to volunteering; it was about 
opposing forced employment. The Council supported volunteering and engaged with 
volunteers across a number of areas. The Council’s current volunteering arrangements were 
properly documented and agreed with the recognised trade unions. 

Councillor Riley commented that many organisations can abuse volunteers and try to use 
volunteering as a replacement for paid staff. Controls against exploitation needed to be in 
place. 

Councillor Stanbra commented that the unemployed should be encouraged to spend their 
time looking for paid work, not expected to work for 30hrs for no pay or prospects. 

Councillor Butcher felt that Workfare was particularly hard on disabled people, who were 
threatened with a cut in their benefits even though they were incapable of work. 

Councillor McKellar suggested a possible amendment to the motion to include reference to 
the Council working-up a comprehensive volunteer policy to enable people to gain work 
experience in the Council. This was seconded by Councillor Sims. 

In discussion on the proposed amendment, it was pointed out that the Council already had a 
volunteer policy agreed with the recognised trade unions particularly relating to Culture & 
Leisure. In addition, Council noted that it was developing opportunities through properly paid 
apprenticeships especially within Neighbourhood Pride. 

Councillor Pengelly spoke against the amendment but suggested that it was something that 
could be explored outside of the meeting. 

Council rejected the proposed amendment. 
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In conclusion, Councillor Kettle thanked Members for their support. The motion was intended 
to ensure that the Council did not exploit the unemployed through the scheme. Volunteering 
should be left to volunteers; the Council would continue to give support where it could. 

RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) Corby Borough Council will not use Workfare placements and will also encourage 
contractors not to use the scheme. 

 
32.  Questions to the Leader 

 
Question 1 

Councillor McKellar asked the following question. In doing so, he recognised that events at 

the Development Control Committee earlier in the week meant that he respected the fact the 

Leader was limited in the response he [the Leader] could provide:- 

 

“As the Leader of the Council is aware, my constituents in the Weldon and Gretton Ward are 

extremely concerned about the continual threat to the Brookfield Plantation from developers 

who wish to deforest the site to make way for industrial uses. Will the Leader meet with me 

and other interested members to discuss the future of the site and the risks that it faces?” 

 
The Leader (Councillor T Beattie) responded:- 

“Thank you for your question which I appreciate was submitted in good faith a few days ago. 

Given events of this week and the reference back by the Development Control Committee of 

a report relating to Brookfield Plantation, it would be inappropriate for me to meet to discuss 

this issue at this time. 

I trust that Councillor McKellar recognises the situation we find ourselves in and accepts my 

apology for not being able to respond in a more constructive manner.” 

Councillor McKellar thanked the Leader for his response, respecting the fact that the Leader 
could not acquiesce to a meeting at this time. As a supplementary question, Councillor 
McKellar asked for the Leader to recognise the anxiety being caused to the residents of 
Gretton and elsewhere and sought the Leader’s support in ensuring that the Council dealt 
with the Brookfield application in an expeditious manner. Councillor McKellar recognised that 
the current delay and the events of this week were not the responsibility of the Council. 
 
The Leader agreed that it was in the interests of all parties to ensure this matter was dealt 
with in an expeditious manner. Officers in the Planning Department were seeking to ensure 
that the new Statement submitted was as widely accessible for consultation as possible. It 
was important that the Council operated within Planning Law and all necessary steps taken 
to ensure that the matter was concluded. 
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Question 2 
 
Councillor Bob Riley submitted the following question:- 

 

“This summer Corby Borough Council signed up to and supported a series of various green 

initiatives, for example The Green Deal Home Improvement Fund, World Environment Day, 

Electric Corby Community Energy, Corby CycleFest 2014 and various Woodland projects. 

 

Will the leader of the council agree with me that Corby is fast becoming the greenest, 

healthiest and safest place to live in Northampton despite the coalition government’s policies 

and not because of them, and the future of these initiatives is assured.” 

 

In response, the Leader stated that:- 

 
“This Summer has been a busy period for green initiatives taking place in the Borough, 
which have contributed to helping make Corby a greener and healthier place to live. 
 

The Council continues to be committed to becoming a greener borough through pursuing 
various initiatives that encourage low carbon living and transportation. Just recently the 
Council endorsed a new Environmental Policy and signed up to the LGA Climate Local. This 
demonstrates the Council’s commitment to addressing climate change and will challenge us 
to build on our existing achievements.  The Climate Local requires each new signatory to 
produce a local ‘action plan’ outlining environmental sustainable initiatives to support the 
Council’s commitment. This five year plan will be published in the Autumn.” 
 
That concluded Questions to the Leader. 
 

33.  Exclusion of the Press & Public 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
The press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
reports on the grounds that they contain exempt information as defined in the Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended). 

Reason Report is Marked “Not for Publication” 

The Report is marked “Not for Publication” because it contains exempt information as 
defined in the following paragraph of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 
1972 (as amended) 

Paragraph 3 

Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 
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34.  One Corby Policy Committee Minutes 1st July 2014 
 
Councillor McKellar raised a question under para.8 Affordable Housing Programme.  
Councillor McKellar enquired whether there was to be a report on the Canada Square 
Project coming to Audit & Governance Committee. The Assistant Chief Executive in 
response was unclear of the reason a report would be required given that One Corby Policy 
Committee had received a full update of the situation.  It was agreed to discuss the matter 
with the Chief Executive to clarify requirements.  
 

35.  Close of Meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 8:11 pm. 
 
 
 


