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Full Council 
Thursday 20th March 2014  
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby.  
 
Present: Councillor Caine (Mayor), Dady, Addison, P Beattie, T Beattie, Beeby, 

Bromhall, Brown, Butcher, Chaudhury, Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, Goult, 
Heggs, Kettle, Latta, Lilley, McEwan, McGhee, McKellar, Noble, Petch, 
Rahman, Riley & Stanbra. 

 
81.  Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Pengelly, McDade & Sims. 
 

82.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. 
 
Councillor Chaudhury declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to Agenda Item 
6. Public Question Time. 
 

83.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 23rd January 2014 and 27th February 2014 had been 
circulated.   
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 23rd January 2014 and 27th February 2014 be approved 
as a correct record. 
 

84.  Mayors Announcements 
 
The Mayor thanked those councillors who were supporting her charity event to be held on 
21st March 2014.  Tickets for the event had sold well; this was appreciated together with 
raffle prizes donated for the event. 
 

85.  Petitions 
 
No petitions had been received. 
 
(Councillor Chaudhury left the meeting at this point) 
 

86.  Public Question Time 
 
A question had been received from Mr McGurn on behalf of the Corby Hackney Owners 
Association.  The question read:- 
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On the 3rd December 2012 I emailed Damian Wilkins regarding our dissatisfaction with the 
quality of Taxi testing being performed by the council contractors, Kier ltd. 

My first concern is a lack of proper equipment to carry out 

these tests i.e. no BRAKE OR HEADLIGHT testing equipment. This leaves my 
members liable to prosecution in the event of a serious accident involving brake or headlight 
defects. 

My second concern was the COST of these tests and total lack of any kind of certificate to 
say the vehicle is roadworthy. It is totally unfair for council officers to be organising V.O.S.A. 
spot checks on taxis when the council’s own test is not being carried out with the proper 
equipment.  

Having been in contact with local M.O.T. stations I have discovered that 2 tests, including an 
M.O.T. certificate, would cost £100, a saving of about £100 per year with only 24 hours 
notice required to get in for a test. 

Which brings me to my third point.  Access for these tests is very limited as they are only 
performed one day a week, Wednesdays. This has resulted in some owners being off the 
road for up to 10 days waiting to get a test.  

I am sure the Public safety is of paramount concern to the council.  Will the council therefore 
please consider making other arrangements for these tests until such times as Kier can offer 
a similar service? 

In response Councillor T Beattie (Leader of the Council) stated:- 
 
In relation to the first concern about brake & headlight testing, this Licensing Authority 
prescribe the content of the test that is undertaken on public hire vehicles. Our vehicle 
inspection focuses on ensuring that lights are in a working condition. Accordingly all lights 
are checked to ensure that they are working. 

In relation to the second point about cost, the current charge for a Corby Borough Council 
vehicle test is £74. £57 being the actual charge by Kier for carrying out the inspection and 
we charge a CBC administration fee of £17.  We continue to feel this is a reasonable charge 
for the work undertaken.  We can confirm that a specific certificate is not issued for passing 
this Licensing Authorities vehicle inspection test. However, if the inspection is passed the 
owner is issued with a Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licence which is only issued if the vehicle 
is in a safe and roadworthy condition. 

In the second point reference is made about the fairness of being involved in VOSA led 
operations in the borough. The focus of any licensed vehicle inspection is that at the point of 
the test the vehicle is safe to licence as a public hire vehicle.  The test ensures that at the 
point of inspection the vehicle was safe for public hire. Similarly any MOT test only states 
that the vehicle is in a road worthy condition at the time of testing.  Owners and drivers 
should be completing pre and post checks every day to ensure that the vehicles remain in 
roadworthy legal condition 
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Moving onto the third point, immediate access for any inspection remains a challenge, 
however, Kier have always worked with this Licensing Authority and hackney carriage 
vehicle owners to accommodate tests when requested outside of the 2 days currently set 
aside for testing.  

Officers are only aware of very rare cases where the current arrangements are not 
satisfactory and all owners are aware of the limitations of the service and organise the 
testing of their vehicles accordingly. 

Since December attempts to upgrade the Kier facilities to also perform MOT’s have reached 
an impasse. Unfortunately there is insufficient headroom in the bays to fulfil the requirement 
of a Class 7 MOT bay.  We are now investigating alternative arrangements for the provision 
of vehicle inspections.   

As a supplementary point, Mr McGurn still expressed his concern at the inadequacies of the 
tests undertaken by Kier.  Councillor T Beattie suggested that Mr McGurn and other 
members of the Association meet with relevant Council officers to discuss each concern in 
more depth and see if an accommodation be reached satisfactory to all parties. 
 
(Councillor Chaudhury returned to the meeting at this point) 
 

87.  Minutes of Committee and Panel Meetings 
 
87.1 Development Control Committee 
 
Councillor Latta presented the minutes of the Development Control Committee meetings 
held on 14th January 2014 and 11th February 2014. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 14th January 2014 and 11th February 2014 be received. 
 
87.2 One Corby Policy Committee 
 
Councillor T Beattie presented the minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meetings 
held on 4th February 2014 and 4th March 2014. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 4th February 2014 and 4th March 2014 be received. 
 
87.3 Audit & Governance Committee 
 
Councillor Noble presented the minutes of the Audit & Governance Committee meetings 
held on 29th January 2014. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 29th January 2014. 
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87.4 Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
 
Councillor Riley presented the minutes of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel meetings held on 
22nd January 2014 and 26th February 2014. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 22nd January 2014 and 26th February 2014 be received. 
 

88.  Boundary Commission – New Electoral Arrangements for Corby Borough 
 
Full Council received a report providing an update on the current Boundary Review being 
undertaken by the Local Government Boundary Commission.  The Commission had issued 
its latest proposals for ward boundaries within Corby Borough.  If agreed, these boundaries 
would be in place from May 2015. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) the draft recommendations issued by the Boundary Commission (January 
2014) be supported with the exception of:- 
 
The proposal to transfer White Post Court, Hooke Close & Watson Close into 
Rural West Ward and recommend this be located within Rowlett Ward.  
 

ii) The Council strongly objects to any proposal to sub-divide Beanfield Ward and 
transfer electorate into Rural West Ward (the Commission’s Option 2). 

 
89.  Confirmation of Co-opted Members (Overview & Scrutiny Panel) 

 
Full Council were requested to confirm the appointment of a co-opted representative chosen 
by the Tenants & Residents organisations to sit on Overview & Scrutiny Panel.  A substitute 
representative was also being nominated. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The appointment of Mr B Nichol (Full Co-opted) and Mr B Tustin (Substitute Co-opted) as 
members of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel for the remainder of the Municipal Year 
2013/2014 be agreed. 
 

90.  Motions 
 
No motions had been received. 
 

91.  Questions to the Leader of the Council 
 
A question had been submitted to Councillor T Beattie (Leader of the Council) from 
Councillor Paul Beattie. It read:- 
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Rising energy prices are crippling Corby residents with the average dual fuel bill being over 
£150 per month and our most vulnerable residents paying even higher bills on pre-pay card 
meters. What is this council doing to help its tenants with extortionate energy prices? 

Councillor T Beattie in response stated:- 

I am pleased to answer this question as the Borough Council has a number of projects and 
initiatives to help Corby residents with their utility bills.  

We are committed through our Affordable Warmth Strategy 2013-16 to reduce the number of 
fuel poor households in the Borough. 

We are doing this by -  

• Electric Corby Community Energy and Big Energy Savers Network, The Council, 
Electric Corby and Corby Voluntary Community Service have been part of the 
national fuel poverty charity 'National Action on Energy' to present face to face 
events over the winter to help frontline workers who come into contact with 
vulnerable households and residents understand their energy bills. 

 
• Insulation Schemes 

Council Officers have identified private and public addresses, streets and areas in 
Corby which are able to draw down on ECO funding which is part of the 
Governments ‘Energy Company Obligation’ to improve the insulation of millions of 
homes across the UK.  Government has mapped as ‘Carbon Saving Community 
Obligation’ (CSCO) areas with an offer of free cavity wall insulation and loft 
insulation. 

 
• Building new Zero Energy Bills Homes e.g. 4 ZEB bungalows at Leighton Road. 

 
• Piloting solar panels on 32 sheltered Council homes. 

 
• Working with various partners e.g. Age UK, Corby VCS, on the countywide referral 

programme for the most at risk groups in respect of winter related injuries and 
deaths. 
 

• Encouraging winter saving measures via Anglian Waters “bits and bobs” kits. 
 

• Raising awareness via our Financial Inclusion services and Housing Officers on the 
high cost of pre-payment meters and the benefits of dual fuel and paying 
monthly/weekly. 
 

• Encouraging saving via the Credit Union to meet bills rather than using pre-payment 
meters. 
 

• Installing 250 band A rated high efficiency boilers in 2013-14.  Over 1000 fitted since 
2006.  110 to be provided in 2014-15. 
 

• 224 Council non traditional homes to have insulation packages in 2014. 
 

• 46 blocks of Council flats having cavity wall insulation installed in 2014-03-18 100 
Council homes having loft insulation.  
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• 100 Council homes having loft insulation installed in 2014. 
 
The Council will continue to seek out and implement any new initiatives which help Corby 
residents reduce and meet their utility costs.  
 
As a supplementary question, Councillor P Beattie asked the Leader if he supported the 
proposal to freeze energy prices.  The Leader stated that energy costs had risen at an 
unacceptable rate and that he did support the idea of freezing energy prices and sought 
Government backing for this. 
 

92.  Close of Meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 7:46 pm. 


