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Full Council  
Thursday 20th April 2016 
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby. 
 
Present: - Councillor McEwan (Mayor), Riley, Addison, T Beattie, Beeby, Brown, 

Butcher, Caine, Carratt, Colquhoun, Dady, Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, Goult, 
Keane, Latta, McGhee, McKellar, Rahman, Reay, Sims & Watt. 

 
83.  Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies were received from Councillors P Beattie, Cassidy, Pengelly, Petch, Rutt & Watts. 
 

84.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. No declarations 
were made. 

85.  Minutes of the Previous Council Meeting 
 
A copy of the minutes for the Full Council meeting held on 10th March 2016 had been 
circulated. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting be approved. 
 

86.  Mayor’s Announcements 
 
The Mayor thanked those councillors who supported the Civic Dinner last week. The event 
had raised £300 for the Mayor’s nominated charities. 
 
Councillors were reminded of two events being held at Coronation Park the following 
evening. There was to be at 6:00 pm the launch of the “Our Woods” creative arts project. 
This was to be followed at 7:30 pm by the lighting of a beacon to celebrate the 90th birthday 
of Her Majesty The Queen. Councillors were invited to attend both events. 
 

87.  Petitions 
 
No petitions had been received. 
 

88.  Public Question Time 
 
No questions from the public had been received. 
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89.  Minutes of Committee & Panel Meetings 
 
89.1 Development Control Committee 
 
Councillor Latta presented the minutes of the Development Control Committee held on 8th 
March 2016. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting be received. 
 
89.2 Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
 
Councillor Caine presented the minutes of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel held on 16th March 
2016. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting be received. 
 
89.3 Audit & Governance Committee 
 
Councillor Eyles presented the minutes of the Audit & Governance Committee held on 6th 
April 2016. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting be received. 
 

90.  Motions 
 
A motion had been submitted. This read as follows – 
 
"Steel and tube making is an enormous part of Corby's history and the steel industry 
continues to employ large numbers of people in the borough today. 

Following the recent announcement that Tata Steel is to sell its UK business and the 
resultant threat to jobs in Corby, this council resolves to support Corby's steelworkers and to 
actively promote the preservation of jobs. 

This Council further resolves to work in partnership with Tom Pursglove MP to ensure that 
the best deal for Corby's steelworkers is achieved from the Tata sale and to offer support 
and guidance to those affected." 

Councillor McKellar MOVED the motion. In doing so, Councillor McKellar stressed the 
importance that the steel industry still played in the lives of Corby people. It was a worrying 
time for the workers and their families. Councillor McKellar noted that the local MP and the 
Leader of the Council had been working hard over the previous few weeks to try to secure a 
successful outcome and lobby for the retention of the Corby plant. It was important that this 
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cross-party solidarity continued and everyone worked hard for the retention of the steel 
industry in the United Kingdom and particularly Corby. 
 
Councillor Sims SECONDED the motion. Councillor Sims remembered the devastation 
caused by the steel closure in the 1980’s. It took a long time for the people and town of 
Corby to recover. Retention of the existing plant was a priority. 
 
Councillor Keane proposed an amendment to the motion, seconded by Councillor Addison, 
that after the text “…Tom Pursglove MP…” it be added “…and all recognised trade unions…” 
This was agreed by the mover of the main motion and accepted by Council by unanimous 
consent. 
 
Councillor Tom Beattie informed councillors of some of the meetings and actions undertaken 
by Tom Pursglove MP, himself and others to try to safeguard the steel industry in Corby. It 
was important all options were considered to ensure the long-term retention of the industry. 
Councillor Beattie felt that it would be incredulous for the United Kingdom not to have any 
steel making capability and to become totally reliant on imports. This raised both 
employment and national security concerns. 
 
Councillor Beattie informed Council that the partners in North Northamptonshire were fully 
supportive of ensuring the plant in Corby survived. Recent Government guidance relating to 
procurement allowed public sector organisations more flexibility in sourcing steel products. 
North Northamptonshire was a major area of growth in the country and developers and 
builders needed to be encouraged to support the United Kingdom industry. 
 
Whilst recognising that the larger plant in Corby closed some years ago, Councillor Beattie 
stressed that TATA was still a significant employer and other ancillary industries and 
services relied on the Corby plant.  The steel plant was also a major contributor of business 
rates; any closure resulting in loss of business rates would have a significant impact on the 
Council and the continuation of some services. 
 
Councillor McKellar in conclusion thanked Councillor T Beattie for his remarks and support. 
Councillor McKellar felt sure that the continued cross-party efforts would continue, and that 
all partners would use their best endeavours to secure the long-term future of the industry in 
Corby and the wider United Kingdom. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
Steel and tube making is an enormous part of Corby's history and the steel industry 
continues to employ large numbers of people in the borough today. 

Following the recent announcement that Tata Steel is to sell its UK business and the 
resultant threat to jobs in Corby, this council resolves to support Corby's steelworkers and to 
actively promote the preservation of jobs. 

This Council further resolves to work in partnership with Tom Pursglove MP and the 
recognised trade unions to ensure that the best deal for Corby's steelworkers is achieved 
from the Tata sale and to offer support and guidance to those affected. 
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91.  Questions to the Leader of the Council 
 
No questions had been received. 
 

92.  Close of Meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 7:24 pm. 
 
 


