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Standards Committee 
Tuesday 2nd October 2018  
At 9:30 am in the Gretton Room, The Cube, George Street, Corby 
 
Present: - Councillors Eyles, Riley & Colquhoun. 
 

1. Election of Chair 
 
The nomination of Councillor Eyles as Chair of the Standards Committee for 2018/19 was 
MOVED by Councillor Riley and SECONDED by Councillor Colquhoun. 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
Councillor Eyles be elected Chair of the Standards Committee for 2019/20. 
 

2. Appointment of Vice-Chair 
 
The nomination of Councillor Watts as Vice-Chair of the Standards Committee for 2018/19 
was MOVED by Councillor Colquhoun and SECONDED by Councillor Riley. 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
Councillor Watts be appointed Vice-Chair of the Standards Committee for 2018/19. 
 

3. Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were received from Councillor Beeby and Councillor Watts. 
 

4. Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of any 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. No 
declarations were made. 
 

5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the previous committee meeting held on 15th September 2017 had been 
circulated. 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 2017 be agreed. 
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6. Monitoring Officer Update 

 
6.1 Code of Conduct Complaints 
 
The Monitoring Officer confirmed that there had been no formal complaints submitted since 
the previous meeting. The Monitoring Officer had provided advice to Members on Code of 
Conduct issues as requested. 
It was noted that the Monitoring Officer was currently dealing with some queries submitted 
by local parish councils, one of which was a formal complaint under the parish Code of 
Conduct. 
 
6.2 Register of Members’ Interests 
 
The Monitoring Officer reported that officers were concluding the annual review of the 
Register of Members’ Interest. Twenty-four Members had responded with either minor 
amendments or indicating no changes. Five Members had yet to respond. The Committee 
suggested that the appropriate Party Whips be informed to assist. 
 
6.3 Gifts & Hospitality 
 
The Monitoring Officer advised that he had recently drafted a summary of the Council’s Gifts 
& Hospitality policy to be circulated to officers. The Monitoring Officer was suggesting that a 
version of this be adapted and circulated to Members. This was agreed. 
 
6.4 Social Media 
 
The Monitoring Officer had circulated a document produced by the Welsh LGA entitled 
“Councillors Guide to Handling Online Abuse”. Given the rise in use of social media by 
Members it was felt that it would be helpful to circulate this. The Welsh LGA had also 
produced a larger document “Social Media – A Guide for Councillors”. The Monitoring Officer 
would also make this available. 
 
6.5 Independent Persons 
 
The Monitoring Officer reported that the recruitment exercise conducted earlier in the year 
for Independent Persons had been unsuccessful. The Committee agreed that the exercise 
be re-run. In addition, the Monitoring Officer would consult with colleagues regarding the 
potential of working with neighbouring authority’s Independent Persons if required as a 
contingency measure. 
 
6.6 Local Government Reform 
 
The Committee noted that assuming the Local Government Reform (LGR) in 
Northamptonshire progressed; a Shadow Council for “North Northamptonshire” would be 
established in Spring 2019. This would be in existence until the end of the Shadow Period in 
May 2020. The Shadow Council would be required to adopt its own Code of Conduct and 
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approve means of determining any complaints received against its Members during the 
Shadow Period. 
 
The local Standards Committees of the 8 principal councils in the county would continue to 
operate normally during the Shadow Period. 
 

7. Close of Meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 10:29 am. 


