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Full Council 
Thursday 18th October 2018  
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby. 
 
Present:- Councillor L Ferguson (Deputy Mayor), J Addison, P Beattie, T Beattie, R 

Beeby, C Cassidy, W Colquhoun, A Dady, E Elliston, B Eyles, L Goult, M 
Keane, P McEwan, J McGhee, I McNab, M Pengelly, J Riley, K Watt & B 
Watts. 

 
28.  Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies were received from Councillors Rahman, Caine, Latta, Sims, Butcher, Brown, Rutt 
& Reay. 
 

29.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of any 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  

 
Councillor Goult declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the One Corby 
Policy Committee minutes of 31st July 2018, paragraph 24 – Woodsend Playing Field. 
 

30.  Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
 
Copies of the minutes from the Full Council meetings held on 28th June 2018 and 30th 
August 2018 had been circulated. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 28th June 2018 and 30th August 2018 be approved. 
 

31.  Mayor’s Announcements 
 
No announcements were made. 
 

32.  Petitions 
 
No petitions were received. 
 

33.  Public Question Time 
 
No public questions had been received. 
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34.  Minutes of Committee & Panel Meetings 

 
34.1 One Corby Policy Committee 
 
Councillor T Beattie presented the minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meetings of  
9th July 2018, 31st July 2018 and 28th August 2018. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
The minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meetings of 9th July 2018, 31st July 2018 
and 28th August 2018 be received. 
 
34.2 Development Control Committee 
 
Councillor Riley presented the minutes of the Development Control Committee meetings of 
10th July 2018, 7th August 2018, 4th September 2018 and 2nd October 2018. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the Development Control Committee meetings of 10th July 2018, 7th August 
2018, 4th September 2018 and 2nd October 2018 be received. 
 
34.3 Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
 
Councillor Watts presented the minutes of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel meetings of 19th 
June 2018, 17th July 2018, 14th August 2018 and 11th September 2018. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel meetings of 19th June 2018, 17th July 2018, 
14th August 2018 and 11th September 2018 be received. 
 
34.4 Crime & Disorder Committee 
 
Councillor Watts presented the minutes of the Crime & Disorder Committee meeting of 3rd 
October 2018. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the Crime & Disorder Committee meeting of 3rd October 2018 be received. 
 
34.5 Audit & Governance Committee 
 
Councillor McEwan presented the minutes of the Audit & Governance Committee meeting of 
25th July 2018. 
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RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the Audit & Governance Committee meeting of 25th July 2018 be received. 
 
34.6 Local Plan 
 
Councillor Dady presented the minutes of the Local Plan Committee meetings of 20th June 
2018 and 15th August 2018. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
The minutes of the Local Plan Committee meetings of 20th June 2018 and 15th August 2018 
be received. 
 
34.7 Grants Committee 
 
Councillor McGhee presented the minutes of the Grants Committee meetings of 27th June 
2018 and 12th September 2018. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the Grants Committee meetings of 27th June 2018 and 12th September 2018 
be received. 
 
34.8 Standards Committee 
 
Councillor Eyles presented the minutes of the Standards Committee meeting of 2nd October 
2018. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the Standards Committee meeting of 2nd October 2018 be received. 
 

35.  Motion 
 
The following motion had been submitted to Full Council:- 
 
Rural Bus Services 
 
Corby Borough Council recognises the importance of a rural bus service for the Borough’s 
villages. 
Corby Borough Council is currently in a good financial position and could assist with a 1 year 
contribution to a pilot scheme with Kettering Borough Council to provide a 2 day per week 
bus service between Market Harborough and Corby at a total cost of £6,000; Corby's 
contribution would be a maximum of £2,660. 
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Recommendation 
 
Corby Borough Council will reimburse £2,660 to the parishes councils involved for 1 year 
only. 
 
The motion was MOVED by Councillor Watt and SECONDED by Councillor Watts.  
 
Councillor Watt explained that Wilbarston Parish Council were acting as the accountable 
body for a number of parishes seeking to contribute a subsidy in 2018/19 to ensure a bus 
route between Market Harborough and Corby was operational 2-days/week. Kettering BC 
had agreed to compensate parish councils up to £3k. This was a pilot scheme, following the 
withdrawal of NCC subsidy. If it was deemed economically viable parish councils would be 
considering increasing their precept in 2019/20 to cover the cost. 
 
Councillor Watts felt it was important that elderly and vulnerable people had the opportunity 
to access public transport. Councillor Watts was concerned that some people would become 
isolated in their rural communities. 
 
Councillor Addison felt that it was important that NCC understood the damage their cuts 
were having on local communities. Corby BC would be happy to support the proposal within 
certain financial limitations. Councillor Addison MOVED an amendment to the motion that 
read:- 
 
Corby Borough Council will reimburse £1,108 to the parish councils for the 5-month period 
up to 31st March 2019 as part of their “pilot scheme”. Councillor Eyles SECONDED this 
amendment. 
 
Councillor Watt as MOVER of the original motion accepted the amendment in full; the 
amended motion became the substantive motion. 
 
Councillor Pengelly whilst understanding the sentiments behind the motion felt it was 
important to stress that NCC were the statutory body in this matter. It was NCC who had 
withdrawn the subsidies. 
 
Councillor McGhee felt in general that Corby BC should not pick-up the cost of NCC 
cutbacks, but recognised the danger of isolation in rural areas and residents becoming 
housebound be default. 
 
Councillor T Beattie supported the amended motion. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
Corby Borough Council will reimburse £1,108 to the parish councils for the 5-month period 
up to 31st March 2019 as part of their “pilot scheme”. 
 

36.  Questions to the Leader 
 
Two questions had been submitted to Councillor T Beattie (Leader of the Council). 
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36.1 Question– submitted by Councillor Cassidy 

As the leader will know, the main road into the Old Village has been closed since January, 
whilst Network Rail make alterations to the bridge. They have failed to complete the project 
on time, causing residents and businesses in Corby Old Village to be cut off from the rest of 
the town.  

Will the leader agree to write to Network Rail, expressing this Council's disappointment with 
the delay and ask that local businesses be compensated for their financial losses?  

Councillor T Beattie stated that the closure of the bridge had considerably overrun, resulting 
in substantial and unacceptable difficulties for local residents and businesses.  Councillor 
Beattie would write as requested to Network Rail asking that local businesses be 
compensated for their financial losses. 

The Council had already assisted local property owners to help secure a rate reduction from 
the Valuation Office and the Council would be happy to do this with any other businesses. 

Councillor Beattie would also ask in my letter that a financial contribution be made to the Old 
Village Community Centre from which local residents may benefit. 

For Member’s information Councillor Beattie understood that the bridge at Cottingham Road 
would be fully open from Friday, 19 October. There would not be any restrictions as such but 
there would be some temporary lights during off-peak hours (9:30 – 3:30) over the coming 
weeks as and when BT lay their fibre optic cables. The bridge would still be open during 
these times but would be down to one lane managed by traffic lights. 

Councillor Cassidy thanked the Leader for his response; there was no supplementary 
question. 

36.2 Question  – submitted by Councillor Colquhoun 

Corby Borough Council is presently going through the most important and, perhaps, tragic 
period in its history with the imposition of new unitary authorities within the County. Would 
the Leader agree that everything possible is being done to ensure us the most favourable 
deal possible within the narrow parameters permitted by the Secretary of State?  

Would the Leader further agree that throughout the process, there has been a noticeable 
absence of presence and input from our Member of Parliament? 

Councillor Beattie informed Council that this was a very difficult, unprecedented and unjust 
time for the Council. The proposed imposition of the new unitary authorities was not what 
Corby wants or has sought. 

In the Council’s current and future discussions and negotiations with the Secretary of State, 
his civil servants, and the other county local authorities the Council would be seeking to 
ensure the best deal possible for Corby. 

Councillor Beattie stated that all of the county’s MPs had supported the call for unitary 
authorities to be introduced, they had also failed to accept that the Government’s reduction 
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in funding to local government had contributed to NCC’s current financial difficulties. 
Councillor Beattie assumed that their [MPs] position was unchanged. 

Councillor Colquhoun thanked the Leader for his response; there was no supplementary 
question. 

37.  Close of Meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 7:35 pm. 


