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Local Plan Committee 
Wednesday 17th December 2008 at 7.00pm  
in Committee Room 1, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Harley (Chair) 
    Councillors Massie, Heggs, Pengelly and.     
    Councillor Stanbra substituted. 

 

22. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Bromhall. 

23. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd October 2008, copies of which had been circulated 
to Members, be received and taken as a correct record. 

24. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No declarations were 
made. 

25. Annual Monitoring Report - Local Development Framework 
The Local Plans Principal Planner presented a report updating Members of the Committee on 
the Annual Monitoring Report for the LDF. A copy of the AMR was attached to the report as 
Appendix 1, the headline findings were summarised within the report including: 

• Progress on the preparation of the LDF documents was variable during the monitoring 
period. The Core Spatial Strategy was adopted in accordance with the LDF timetable. 
However progress on both the joint Supplementary Planning Documents was subject 
to slippage; 

• The timetable for Corby’s LDF documents was revised during the monitoring period 
that has resulted in a streamlined portfolio of documents and growing emphasis on 
the Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document; 

• The LDF timetable will need to be revised early in 2009 to take account of delays to 
the joint Supplementary Planning Documents and the revised configuration of Corby’s 
LDF documents; 

• Analysis of ‘saved’ Local Plan policies indicates that many of the policies remain 
relevant and continue to be used regularly; 

• Contextual indicators that cover demographic and economic matters are largely taken 
from the increasingly dated Census; 

• The amount of employment land developed during 2007-08 has declined compared to 
last years monitoring report. The most predominant employment development was for 
the B8 use class (storage and distribution); 

• The report demonstrates a healthy supply of employment land that provides a choice 
of sites both in terms of quality and quantity; 

• 86% of office and retail development was completed within the town centre, largely 
attributed to completion of the Willow Place Shopping Centre; 

• The number of dwellings completed continues to increase and the current monitoring 
period represented the highest since the plan period begun in 2001. This is not 
expected to be maintained during the current economic slowdown and information 
already processed indicates that house completions during 2008 are down 23%; 
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• The housing trajectory reveals that the Council does have a 5 year supply of 
deliverable sites for housing; 

• The housing trajectory also forecasts a small shortage of identified sites to deliver the 
amount of housing required over the plan period to meet strategic targets; 

• The percentage of housing built on brownfield land has declined because of a revised 
interpretation of land type at Oakley Vale, re-examined in light of the publication of 
Planning Policy Statement 3 in November 2006; 

• No affordable housing was completed in the monitoring period but a target of 30% will 
be applied to future developments and there are over 145 additional affordable 
houses in the pipeline that are expected to be delivered within the next two years; 

• There was one recorded case where planning permission was granted contrary to the 
advice of the Environment Agency in respect to flood defence grounds or water 
quality. 

Officers had worked closely with partner authorities in North Northamptonshire to ensure 
strategic matters were addressed on a proper and consistent basis. Additional or updated 
information might become available in the short period between approval by Members and 
final submission to the Government; therefore Members were requested to provide delegated 
authority to the Corporate Director (Operations) in consultation with the Chair of Local Plan to 
ensure the deadline was met. 

Members said the report had been useful and the statistics interesting, particularly the fact 
that there were less people with no qualifications than the National Average in the Borough. 
Some of the figures about population were out of date and so the migration and retail 
information would require updating. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The Committee: 

Approve the Annual Monitoring Report 2007-08 for submission to the Government 
Office for the East Midlands; and 

Members are also requested to delegate responsibility to the Corporate Director 
Operations in consultation with the Chair of the Local Plan Committee for possible 
minor changes in the period between this meeting and formal submission to the 
Government.  

26. Consultation by the East Midlands Regional Assembly on Proposals for a Partial 
Review of the East Midlands Regional Plan. 
The Local Plans Principal Planner presented a report seeking Committees endorsement for a 
response to the Consultation by EMDA on the proposed partial review of the East Midlands 
Regional Plan. 

The East Midlands Regional Assembly were to undertake an early review of the yet to be 
adopted Regional Plan, a project plan had been prepared and a copy made available in the 
Members Room. 

Given the deadline for the consultation a response had been prepared and attached to the 
Officers report as Appendix A. 

The partial review would cover: 

• Housing provision – main area for review including affordable housing, despite the 
current economic climate it was suggested the housing need for the East 
Midlands would need to be increased from 21,750 per year to 24,600 per year 
over the next twenty years. 

• Transport – The Secretary of State had made it clear that the transport strategy 
needed to be included in the review to take account of the changes in the 
Governments Transport Policy. 



Local Plan Committee 17 December 2008 

  14

• Coastal Flood Risk – this had been included to take account of the impact of 
climate change. 

• Renewable energy – A reassessment was required based on the more likely 
future energy consumption in each of the regions housing market areas and 
considering the practical application of micro technologies in each area. 

• Aggregates apportionment – There would need to be revision of this policy once 
Government issues new regional guidelines on aggregate extraction to 2021 and 
so was included in the Partial Review. 

• Inter-regional issues – The Secretary of State had requested that the housing 
provision for Northamptonshire be reviewed with the Regional Planning Bodies for 
the East Midlands and South East England as appropriate.  Given 
Northamptonshire’s strong links with neighbouring regions it appeared entirely 
appropriate that the review was joined up. 

• Sustainability issues – Consultants had produced a Sustainability Appraisal 
Scoping Report and an initial Habitats Regulations Assessment ‘Pre-screening’ 
Report. 

• Monitoring and Implementation – The monitoring indicators and the 
Implementation Plan would be updated subsequent to the Regional Plan review. 

Members asked about the A43 bypass and said that people needed to reiterate the need for 
this bypass. Officers said that at examination the Government had heavily criticised the 
project but further information would be made available. Members also asked about rail links 
and Officers said that the wider network was being considered. 
Members also raised the issue of ‘Inner Corby’ particularly Woodland and areas of ‘Open 
Land’ which needed to be protected, it was not all about money but quality of life. 

RESOLVED that:- 
the response as set out in Appendix A be endorsed as Corby Borough Council’s response to 
the consultation on the proposed review of the East Midlands Regional Plan. 

27. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.30 pm 


