
4 

 

Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 17 December 2014 at 7.00pm  
in the  Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 
 

Councillors present: Councillors Elliston (Chair), Bromhall, Pengelly, Beeby, Heggs 

13. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Brown, Rahman, Kettle and Dady.  
Councillor Beeby was present as a substitute for Councillor Dady. 

14. Declarations of Interest 

Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest and 
whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations were made. 

15. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

RESOLVED that: 

The minutes of the meeting held on 22 October 2014, copies of which had been circulated to 
Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

16. Planning Obligations Framework and Guidance Document 

The Principal Planner (Local Plans) presented a report informing Members that the Planning 
Obligations Framework and Guidance Document had been published by NCC for public 
consultation. Officers were asking Members to endorse the comments already submitted on 
behalf of CBC in response to consultation. 

The Guidance remained largely unchanged since 2011 with Part 1 outlining the key principles of 
the County Council’s approach to planning obligations as both a means of mitigating the impact of 
development and a mechanism for achieving positive planning. 

Part 2 provided guidance on types and levels of contributions that would be sought towards 
services provided and/or commissioned by the County Council: 

 Education 

 Transport and Highways 

 Waste Management 

 Fire and Rescue 

 Community Services, including libraries, archives, social care facilities and neighbourhood 
renewal 

 Other potential infrastructure considerations, including green infrastructure, public rights of 
way, biodiversity, historic environment, police, training, sports, broadband 

The consultation period concluded on the 3 December 2014 and the draft response was 
appended to the report and had been submitted to NCC to meet consultation deadlines. Once 
finalised the Planning Obligations Framework and Guidance Document would help to inform 
Section 106 negotiations between developers, NCC and CBC when dealing with proposals. 

It was noted that recent advice from the Joint Planning Unit had been passed on to the County 
Council and they may need time to consider this. 

The meaning of ‘Grampian Conditions’ in Sec 3.7 of the report was queried and an explanation 
would be sought and circulated to Members. 
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RESOLVED that:-  

Members endorse the Officer comments, attached at Appendix A to the report, as the response 
from Corby Borough Council to Northamptonshire County Council’s consultation draft Planning 
Obligations Framework and Guidance Document 

17. North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Review 

The Principal Planner (Local Plans) presented an update report on the Joint Core Strategy 
Review and the ongoing opportunities to input into the plan. 

The JPU was working to secure Joint Planning Committee approval for the Pre-submission Draft 
North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and supporting documentation. A statutory six week 
consultation would follow the meeting on the 18 December 2014. Since the last meeting of the 
Local Plan Committee in August, the JPC had considered draft policies on Sustainable Buildings 
and Allowable Solutions, Town Centre Uses and Gypsies and Travellers. 

The JPC had also been considering refinements to elements of the plan that had previously been 
reported, the officer had included updates within his report on areas with particular implications 
for CBC.  

The Council would be formerly consulted on the Pre-submission Draft North Northamptonshire 
Joint Core Strategy when published in January but it was important to continue to have an input 
as the plan developed. 

The inclusion of northbound rail services, protection of rural villages and the equal split for retail 
requirements between Corby and Kettering town centres was welcomed. 

In relation to housing requirements, the Strategy made clear the commitment to a new village and 
quantified other rural housing needs. 

Queries were raised in relation to local decisions on the quality of new homes.  It was recognised 
that more work could be done on sustainability but this may be more appropriate for the next 
stage of the documents.  There were also a number of additional requirements within the new 
Part L Building Regulations and some crossover with viability assessments.  It was also noted 
that the Core Strategy pushed national standards on various requirements. 

Comment was made on the requirement for development not to have any adverse impact on the 
character of an area and the need to keep this in mind, particularly in rural areas. 

The need to ensure the A6003 was not de-classified in relation to the West of Corby Urban 
Extension was raised.  Officers confirmed the reference to ‘down-grading’ had been changed, 
recognising the need to retain this as a primary route but with the changes needed to improve 
links with existing urban areas.   

Members felt that the comments may need to be stronger to ensure the 6003 was retained as an 
A road.   It was agreed to draft alternative wording to be fed into the Joint Planning Committee 
meeting the following evening. 

RESOLVED that:-  

The udpdated Joint Core Strategy be agreed, subject to the amendments set out above. 

18. Draft Northamptonshire Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document 

The report sought approval for CBC to take part in a joint consultation on an updated draft 
Northamptonshire Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document. National Planning Policy had 
changed substantially since the Biodiversity SPD was adopted resulting in some of it being out of 
date and the Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area had been designated in 2012 after the 
document was produced. 

The Draft SPD built on the policies in the Local Plan and also explained how biodiversity should 
be incorporated into the planning process to ensure policy and legislation requirements were met 
and best practice achieved. 

The SPD also included a more robust, step-by-step biodiversity checklist to assist applicants in 
completing Question 13 of the national ‘1APP’ planning application form. 
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Public consultation on the draft SPD was programmed for a six week period early in the New 
Year. Once all comments had been received and reviewed a final draft SPD would be prepared 
and brought back to Committee for adoption. 

Comment was made that this was a good document but lacked a local perspective and more 
detail was needed.  Officers believed this was being strengthened but there may be pressure on 
standards and deliverability in relation to everything else a developer had to consider.  There was 
a desire to create better quality places but the pressures also had to be recognised. 

RESOLVED that:-  

The draft Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document be agreed for the purposes of public 
consultation with approval of any further amendments being delegated to the Head of Planning & 
Environmental Services in consultation with the Chair. 

19. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 7.50 pm. 


