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Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
Tuesday 14 November 2017 

in Council Chamber, Corby Cube, George Street, Corby 
 
Present: Councillors Watts (Chair), Riley (Vice Chair), Butcher, Caine, Ferguson, 

Keane, McEwan, McNab and Watt  

Co-opted Representatives: 

 Lyn Buckingham, Neighbourhood Associations 
 Owen Davison, Parish Councils 

44. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Rahman. 

45. Declarations of Interest  

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  Cllr McEwan 
declared a personal, non-prejudicial interest in relation to the woodlands as Chair of 
Woodlands Steering Group. 

46. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Members were asked to approve the minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Panel meeting 
held on 17 October 2017, copies of which had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 17 October 2017, 
copies of which had been circulated to Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

47. Lead Member/Service Update – Community/Culture & Leisure 

The Lead Member for Community and Head of Culture & Leisure were present to provide an 
update on their areas of activity and a briefing report had been circulated in advance. 

It was noted that the bonfire and firework display had been very successful once again, 
attracting large crowds.  It had proved very difficult to attract sponsorship for this, particularly 
as there were other events in the period leading up to bonfire night which were heavily 
sponsored, including Spirit of Corby.  Support from the County Councillors through their 
Empowerment funding would not be available in future years due to budget cuts. The current 
cost of the event was £15k. 

Comment was also made that the West Glebe Homeless Project was going well and the 
volunteers were currently going through criminal records checks (DBS).    

Members requested updates on the break in at Coronation Park Pavilion, the new franchise 
for the Boating Lake and coppicing works in the woodlands. 

Cllr Watt confirmed that the pavilion had suffered two break-ins.  There were cameras on the 
access points but equipment belonging to Maple Circle of Friends, valued at £5k, had been 
stolen from a shed.  CCTV evidence had been handed to police and feedback was awaited.  
Some property had been recovered but the amount was unclear.   

The new franchisee at the Boating Lake was expected to take over late November/early 
December and the facility would be closed over the Christmas period to be ready for re-
opening in the New Year.  It was also confirmed that the fishing ban had been lifted but 
additional requirements/restrictions were in place for the time being. 

Coppicing works had been delayed for a number of reasons, including illegal encampments 
which had to be cleared and cleansed.  Work would commence as soon as possible. 
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Comment was made on the high cost of building repairs/maintenance facing some devolved 
community facilities.  It was explained that the responsibilities of the respective parties were 
set out in the Service Level Agreements for each facility.  The more expensive building 
maintenance items tended to remain with the Council and the need for more funding to look 
after aging buildings was recognised. 

Members congratulated the department on the range and quality of services and activities it 
continued to offer. 

The Chair thanked the Lead Member and Head of Service for their attendance and input and 
they left the meeting. 

48. Items from Forward Plan  

The Forward Plan was updated and circulated with the agenda papers for each meeting to 
enable Members to select items they wished to see brought to the Panel, in addition to key 
policy items which were brought forward to the Panel automatically.   

It was asked if it would be worthwhile bringing budget proposals to the Panel as in previous 
years.  The ENCOR Financial Services Manager explained that the current situation was not 
the same as there was no requirement for significant budget cuts.  Members agreed that this 
was unnecessary at this time and budget papers would be available to all Members as they 
passed through One Corby Policy Committee and Full Council. 

The Parish Representative explained that the Council was proposing to cut Parish grants 
from 2018/19 and he queried the need for this if there was no budget deficit.  It was noted 
that this was due to be discussed at the Rural Area Forum meeting on 23 November and 
would ultimately be a matter for Members to determine. 

49. Scrutiny Work Plan 

The work plan had been circulated for Members’ comments and input.   

It was suggested that taxi fares be looked at, particularly waiting time when queuing in traffic.  
It was explained that there was a well established process for setting of taxi fares which 
included consultation with the trade and public.  Charges for waiting time had been in place 
for a long period and were common practice.  Members were not minded to take this forward 
at this time. 

The issue of parking in residential areas around the town centre was raised.  The 
Neighbourhood Association representative explained that this was currently being discussed 
with the Council and police and all options were being considered.  There was a possibility of 
additional parking for Council staff being made available on land at the police station once it 
closed. 

It was also highlighted that parking was an issue in the rural villages and the event at 
Adrenaline Alley the previous weekend had caused some difficulties.  Cllr Riley confirmed 
that options to increase parking for future events were being explored.  

In relation to the proposals for the Police Crime Commissioner to take over the Fire Service, 
Cllr Butcher was due to attend a meeting later in the week and would seek further information 
to feed back to Members. 

50. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 8 pm. 


