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Full Council 
Thursday 14th January 2016  
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby. 
 
Present:-  Councillor McEwan (Mayor), Riley, Addison, P Beattie, T Beattie, Beeby, 

Brown, Butcher, Caine, Carratt, Cassidy, Dady, Eyles, Keane, Latta, McGhee, 
McKellar, Pengelly, Reay, Watt & Watts. 

 
52.  Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies were received from Councillors Colquhoun, Elliston, Ferguson, Goult, Petch, 
Rahman, Rutt & Sims. 
 

53.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  

Councillor Pengelly declared a personal and non-prejudicial interest in relation to the motion 
on Tourism as the Highland Gathering was referenced. 
 
Councillor Dady declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the Development 
Control Committee meeting of 10th November 2015 regarding paragraph 25.1 Croyde 
Avenue, Corby. 
 
Councillor Addison declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the 
Development Control Committee meeting of 10th November 2015 regarding paragraph 25.1 
Croyde Avenue, Corby. 
 
Councillor Pengelly declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the One Corby 
Policy Committee meeting of 1st December 2015 regarding paragraph 53 Deregulation Act 
2015. 
 

54.  Minutes of the Previous Full Council Meetings 
 
A copy of the minutes of the Full Council meetings held on 12th November 2015 and 24th 
November 2015 (Special) had been distributed. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 12th November 2015 and 24th November 2015 (Special) 
be approved. 
 

55.  Mayor’s Announcements 
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The Mayor reminded Members that tickets were still available for a musical entertainment 
being held on 12th February 2016 at The Grampian Club in aid of the Mayor’s nominated 
charities. 
 

56.  Petitions 
 
No petitions had been received. 
 

57.  Public Question Time 
 
No public questions had been received. 
 

58.  Minutes of Committee & Panel Meetings 
 
58.1 Development Control Committee 
 
Councillor Latta presented the minutes of the Development Control Committee meetings 
held on 10th November 2015 and 8th December 2015. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings be received. 
 
58.2 One Corby Policy Committee 
 
Councillor T Beattie presented the minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meeting held 
on 1st December 2015. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting be received. 
 
58.3 Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
 
Councillor Caine presented the minutes of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel meetings held on 
18th November 2015 and 16th December 2015. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings be received. 
 
58.4 Audit & Governance Committee 
 
Councillor Eyles presented the minutes of the Audit & Governance Committee meeting held 
on 9th December 2015. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
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The minutes of the meeting be received. 
 

59.  Appointment to Outside Body 
 
Corby Borough Council had been invited to submit a nomination for a position of Trustee on 
the local Citizen Advice Service. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) Councillor Mary Butcher be appointed as the Council’s representative. 
 

60.  Motion 
 
A motion had been submitted requesting that Council adopt a “WeLoveCorby” Tourism 
Policy which had been drawn-up by the Council’s Conservative Group. A copy of the Policy 
had been circulated to Elected Members. Adoption of the Policy was MOVED by Councillor 
McKellar and SECONDED by Councillor Watt. 
 
Councillor McKellar in introducing the motion, commented on the success Corby had 
achieved in recent years through development and regeneration. Corby had a growing 
population base, a vibrant local economy and excellent cultural, sporting and leisure 
facilities. In addition, Corby had excellent transport links both by road and rail.  
 
Councillor McKellar felt that adoption of the proposed Tourism Policy would allow Corby to 
invest further in marketing the borough and its amenities, attracting additional visitors, 
stimulating the local economy further and creating more employment opportunities. Tourism 
was an area of potential growth that Corby needed to fully exploit. 
 
Councillor McKellar congratulated the Visitor Forum and Council staff for the work 
undertaken to date within tight financial constraints. With increased investment more could 
be undertaken. 
 
At the core of the proposal was for the Council to place its leisure facilities in a trust. 
Councillor McKellar stated this would enable a saving to be made of £100k on VAT and 
NNDR. This money could be re-invested into Tourism through supporting additional staffing, 
resources, advertising etc. 
 
Councillor Watt seconded the motion stressing the strategy was not only about increasing 
external visitors to the borough but also increasing usage of facilities and amenities by local 
residents.  Tourism was the fastest growing sector in the UK economy.  Councillor Watt also 
acknowledged the great work undertaken by the Forum and staff on a limited budget.  
 
Councillor Watt stated that an increase in tourism would see greater investment in the local 
economy and increased employment.  Councillor Watt recognised that there was some 
apprehension regarding the trust proposal but this had worked well in other communities 
across the UK. Councillor Watt stressed that this was not a politically motivated proposal but 
an economic one, which would bring benefits to the local community and further enhance 
Corby’s reputation further afield. 



Full Council 
14th January 2016 

 

23 
 

 
Councillor Cassidy drew attention to the list of facilities detailed on pages 4 & 5 of the Policy. 
Councillor Cassidy queried the reference to “primary” and “secondary” attractions. What 
criteria had been used to decide the respective designation. Councillor Cassidy suggested 
that some facilities listed as “secondary” may take umbrage with that classification. 
Councillor McKellar stated that the lists had been drawn-up with input from potential 
customers and members of the public. Councillor McKellar was happy to concede that the 
list of attractions could be combined into one; it was not intended to cause any perceived 
offence. 
 
Councillor Cassidy also queried the proposed staffing elements in the proposal. Did other 
local authorities have tourism & marketing staff. Corby Borough Council already employ staff 
who have tourism as part of their job description and function. Councillor McKellar 
recognised the excellent work undertaken by existing staff; the proposal was to expand on 
this not to lead to undermine existing staff. Councillor McKellar was unaware of tourism 
staffing in other local authorities. 
 
Councillor Pengelly thanked Councillor McKellar for the report. There was some good 
content but he was concerned that there was no risk analysis included. He noted the 
suggested £100k savings but could see no reference to set-up costs or full details of staffing, 
accommodation or operational costs associated with the proposed trust arrangement. The 
lack of financial information was of concern. 
 
Councillor McKellar stressed that the Policy was not comprehensive; he was seeking 
Council’s adoption of the concept to allow further more detailed investigation and discussion 
going forward. Councillor McKellar reminded Council that the trust status suggestion had 
previously been brought forward by officers  as a potential option. 
 
Councillor P Beattie suggested that more reference to sporting activities could be included. 
He noted that reference could be made to Kids of Steel and the Halloween event.  Councillor 
P Beattie suggested that it would be beneficial for Corby to host a national sporting event to 
increase footfall into the borough. 
 
Councillor McKellar agreed that the list of events and facilities was not exhaustive and could 
be expanded. 
 
Councillor McGhee suggested that the Policy was attempting to rebrand work already being 
undertaken by the Visitor Forum; this was unnecessary. The work undertaken by the Visitor 
Forum had been excellent. The website was attracting over 500 hits per month. Councillor 
McGhee suggested that there were one or two good ideas included in the Policy (e.g. 
documentary) but he had deep concerns regarding the financial data included. 
 
Councillor McGhee praised the Forum in bringing together both public and private expertise. 
It was an innovative body working with partners including Northamptonshire County Council, 
Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership etc.  The Forum was making great use of social 
media and there were activities planned.  Forum members were working hard to progress 
the project.  
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Councillor Watts agreed that the work of the Forum to date was excellent but was sure that 
they could achieve even more with an increased budget. 
 
Councillor T Beattie welcomed the motion and appreciated the comments made regarding 
Corby’s growth and development. The borough was currently relatively prosperous and new 
businesses were being attracted to the area. The borough’s existing amenities and facilities 
were attracting external visitors and agreed that the Forum were undertaking good work. 
Councillor T Beattie was also concerned regarding the financial consequences of the 
Policy’s proposals. It was recognised that funding for local government services had been 
reduced and the future forecast was not encouraging.  
 
Councillor T Beattie reminded Council that the trust option had been investigated three years 
ago. Officers and Members had conducted site visits, received speakers and examined the 
financial aspects of the trust proposal. It had been decided that there would not be the level 
of savings available to make this an attractive option. The upfront costs were also excessive 
and he suggested that the trust option may even cost the authority money, not make the 
level of savings suggested in the Policy. 
 
Councillor McKellar again stressed his admiration for the work undertaken by the Forum. 
The Policy was not a rebranding of the Forum’s work but sought to build on their work to 
date and provide increased investment.   
 
Councillor McKellar suggested that if Full Council did not wish to adopt the Policy then 
Members may wish to refer it for further discussion and investigation. Councillor McKellar 
would be favourable to accepting an amended recommendation to that effect; no 
amendment was made. 
 
Councillor Reay took objection to some of the language used on page 4 of the Policy in the 
narrative when discussing the demographics of the borough. Councillor McKellar suggested 
that this should not be read as being derogatory in anyway but merely outlining recognised 
demographic information. 
   
In conclusion, Councillor McKellar whilst recognising some of the positive comments made 
on elements of the Policy felt that Council could have investigated the proposal in more 
depth and not reject out right as seemed to be the case. 
  
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The motion fell. 
 

61.  Municipal Timetable 2016/2017 
 
Full Council were requested to approve the Municipal Timetable 2016/2017 copies of which 
had been circulated. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The Municipal Timetable 2016/2017 be approved; and 
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ii) The Proper Officer be delegated to make any incidental amendments to the 
Timetable as required. 

 
62.  Questions to the Leader 

 
No questions had been submitted. 
 

63.  Close of Meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 7:50 pm. 


