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Development Control Committee 
Tuesday 14 February 2017  

7.00 pm in The Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 

 

Present: Councillor Latta – Chair 

 Councillors Dady, Cassidy, Brown, Caine, Goult, Rutt, Watts, Addison & Eyles 

41. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Beattie, Petch, Sims & Riley. 

42. Declarations of Interest  

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of any 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. Not declarations 
were made. 

43. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Members were requested to approve the minutes of the Development Control Committee 
meeting held on 8 November 2016, copies of which had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The minutes of the meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 8 November 2016, 
copies of which had been circulated to Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

44.1 16/00514/COU Change of use of land to builders yard – Land at Arnhill Road,  
   Gretton, for Mr M Thompson 

The Planning Officer presented a report for an application seeking change of use of land to 
form a builder’s storage yard consisting of open storage, the total site area being 815sqm with 
the remainder of the site being cleared and left unoccupied. 

The site and surrounding area had been the subject of a number of enforcement notices with 
appeals being dismissed and the enforcement notices being upheld. 

Relevant policies had been considered and consultation had taken place with the required 
statutory authorities with comments being contained within the officer’s report. A site notice 
had been posted, an advertisement placed in the local paper and neighbour notification letters 
sent, only one representation had been received. 

The proposal was for a small scale builder’s storage yard adjacent to 54 Arnhill Road, Gretton, 
and the proposal to limit the yard to 851sqm was a small section of the land previously subject 
to appeal refusals. 

The site would provide rural economic development within the village furthermore it respected 
the character and appearance of its rural location and employment for residents making it 
acceptable in terms of NNJCS policy. 

The Officer concluded that the proposal was in accordance with the requirements of the 
National Planning Policy Framework and the NNJCS. 

Councillor McKellar addressed the Committee as Ward Councillor stating that he would not 
normally comment on an individual application but in this case he supported the applicant. Mr 
Thompson and his brother had faced enforcement action for the last 4 years in respect of this 
piece of land which they had used for over a decade. 

The feeling of the people of Gretton was overwhelming, a petition had been started which had 
908 signatures on it supporting Mr Thompson. Mr Thompson had repeatedly sort to comply 
but met with obstacles along the way, the statutory declarations and then the planning 
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conditions, during this time the family had faced bereavement including the loss of Mr 
Thompson’s brother. 

Councillor McKellar was first contacted 2 years ago as Ward Councillor he visited the site and 
could see that the topography meant the site was not visible from anywhere outside the 
applicants property due to the mature hedges and trees, the site provided employment and the 
applicants livelihood and had been a builders yard for many years and Councillor McKellar 
supported the application and urged the Committee to do the same. 

Mr Thompson addressed the Committee saying he would like to thank neighbours who had 
come to the meeting for their support.  

Mr Thompson explained that the site was brownfield formerly occupied by railway sidings and 
buildings, the site had been used continuously for commercial purposes including TW Electrics 
who sold the land to Mr Thompson and his brother. 

Mr Thompson said sworn statutory declarations had been attested and formerly presented to 
the Council and it was proposed to use only 850sqm with the rest being restored to its natural 
appearance. 

Gretton Plan was under review and allocated site boundaries for expansion were under 
consultation and Mr Thompson understood that his site was being considered. No complaints 
had been received from neighbours and some benefitted from the site being close as they 
lived on the unadopted road which regularly needed maintenance, this was usually carried out 
by a neighbour and me. 

The site provided local employment, the use was not intensive and no-one was on site 
constantly and no permanent structures would be built, there would be no routine deliveries as 
materials were delivered straight to jobs. The site was well screened from the realm and so 
was not visible to neighbours. 

Councillors wanted to be assured that no clearing of trees or works to hedges would take 
place after 1 March until 1 August because of nesting and that hazardous materials would be 
stored correctly. 

RESOLVED that:- 

Approve subject to the following conditions: 

1. This planning permission shall take effect on the date of this notice. 

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt the use was commenced prior to the date of this notice. 

2. Notwithstanding the plans submitted, details of fencing to demark the extent of the use hereby 
permitted shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority no 
later than 3 months from the date of this notice. The fencing so approved by the Local 
Planning Authority shall be completed in accordance with the approved details no later than 6 
months of the date of this notice and thereafter be maintained. 

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in order to define the permission and limit the area 
used for storage in order to protect public amenity and to accord with Policy 8 of The North 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy. 

3. No vehicles operated from the site shall exceed 7.5 tonnes unladen weight. 

Reason: For reasons of highway safety, public amenity and to protect the surface of the 
bridleway and to accord with Policy 8 of The North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy. 

4. The hours that the site is operated shall be 08:00 – 17:00 Monday to Friday, 08:00 to 13:00 
Saturday. No operation shall take place on Sundays of Bank Holidays. 

Reason: In the interests of residential amenity and to accord with Policy 8 of The North 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy. 

5. No structures or buildings shall be erected on the site without the prior written approval of the 
Local Planning Authority. 
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Reason: To control the future development of the site in the interest of visual amenity and to 
accord with Policy 8 of The North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy. 

6. No items stored on the site shall exceed 4 metres in height. 

Reason: In the interest of visual amenity and to accord with Policy 8 of The North 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy. 

7. Notwithstanding the Use Classes Order 1987 (as amended) the B8 use hereby permitted shall 
be restricted to the storage of building materials in association with the operation of a building 
and construction business. 

Reason: In order to protect the character of the area and residential amenity and to accord 
with Policy 8 of The North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy. 

Reasons for Approval:  

1. The proposal is considered to be in accordance with the requirements of Policies 1, 8 and 25 
of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and paragraphs 14 and 17 and Section 11 
of the National Planning Policy Framework. It is considered that it will be acceptable in 
planning policy terms, will safeguard the character and appearance of the area and the 
amenities of neighbouring occupants, and will not give rise to any undue highway safety 
issues. 

Statement of Applicant Involvement: 

2. The application raised no significant planning concerns which would have required the 
involvement of the applicant. 

44.2 16/00486/COU Change of use from church (D1) to office use (B1) Stanion  
 Methodist Church, Chapel Lane, Stanion for Mr Redecen- 
 Davies 

A report was presented to Committee seeking permission to change the use of a chapel to an 
office.  

Planning policies had been considered and statutory consultees had been asked to comment, 
comments were contained within the officers report. Relevant advertising had been posted and 
neighbour notification letters sent, no representations had been received. 

The Methodist Chapel was in the centre of Stanion; the building was not listed but was in the 
Stanion Conservation Area and so the Council was statutorily required to consider whether the 
application preserved and/or enhances the character and appearance of the conservation 
area. 

Evidence had been provided to show that the Chapel had been marketed for 12 months by 
professional agents who had confirmed that the property had been open to offers on the 
asking price this was evidenced by a sealed bids exercise. 

Whilst it was regrettable to lose a village facility but there was little scope for the building to 
diversify due to the constrained location and limited plot size. The proposal provided rural 
economic development within the village at an appropriate scale for the location and was 
deemed acceptable in regard of both national and local planning policies. 

Mr Redecen-Davies addressed Committee stating that it was currently unusable as it had no 
flooring throughout the main internal space, no central heating and no communications 
installed. Little Stanion had an active facility with events being shared on the website. 

Mr Redecen- Davies said the application was supported by the Parish Council and immediate 
neighbours of the Chapel, there were no objections to the B1 use. 

Estate Agents had spoken with the Trust and vendors and the Trust had concluded that the 
last scheduled service had been held on the 22 February 2015 and a farewell service in May 
2015, no additional services had taken place and it was decided to sell the Chapel, rapid 
decline of the congregation meant the Chapel was unsustainable. 
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The Chapel was first marketed in February 2016 locally there was no interest from local 
community groups but a lot of interest from developers wanting to convert the Chapel to a 
residential property, Thinklab was the only one who wanted to retain the building with purpose 
and value as a community asset. 

We have spoken with neighbours and all supported the plans, we have been in constant 
communication with the neighbour to the left of the Chapel to ensure they are happy with what 
we had proposed. Parking would not be an issue as staff car shared so there would only be 
two cars between the hours of 9am – 5pm, clients were visited or worked with digitally. 

None of the aesthetics would be changed on the outside of the building and the oak doors 
would be reinstated, the inside would be returned to its original look there would be no 
structural work internally, but the floor would be put back, a kitchen and bathroom installed and 
decorating. 

RESOLVED that:- 

 Approve subject to conditions  

The use hereby permitted shall be commenced no later than three years from the date of this 
permission. 

 Reason: To comply with Section 91 (as amended) of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990. 

Notwithstanding the Use Classes Order 1987 (as amended), the use hereby permitted shall 
be limited to a Class B1(a) office use which shall not operate other than in accordance with 
the Justification Statement submitted to the Local Planning Authority on 16th December 2016 
by Christian Redecen-Davies. 

Reason: To safeguard neighbouring residential amenity. 

 Reason for Approval: 

Evidence has been submitted which proves that the premises are unviable for the use of a 
Chapel and no further interest for a community use. Subject to the conditions above the 
proposed change of use is considered to preserve the Stanion Conservation Area, be 
acceptable in highways terms and safeguard the amenity of neighbouring residential 
properties. The proposal is therefore considered to comply with Policy 7, 8 and 25 of the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy, guidance within the National Planning Policy 
Framework and Planning Practice Guidance and requirements of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Area) Act 1990. 

 Statement of Applicant Involvement: 

During the application process additional information was requested in regards to the type of 
employment, number of employees and working hours. This was provided by the applicant. 

44.3 17/00007/REG3 Demolition of 8 garages and associated works at Steyning Close,
  Corby for Corby Borough Council 

The planning Officer presented a report on an application seeking consent for the demolition of 
8 garages following which the land would be left as hard-standing for parking. 

The concrete slab left once demolition was complete would be used as hard-standing and 
would have a low level key clamp metal fence placed where the rear wall of the garages had 
been. 

The proposal did not change the use of the site from car parking therefore there was positive 
impact from the proposal in terms of the impact on the neighbouring amenity. 

RESOLVED that:- 

It is recommended that planning permission be granted subject to the conditions outlined 
below: 
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The development must be begun not later than the expiration of three years, beginning with 
the date of this permission. 

Reason: To accord with Section 91 (as amended) of the Town and Country Planning   
                 Act 1990. 

No development shall take place outside of the following hours without the prior written 
approval of the Local Planning Authority.  

      08:00 to 17:30 hours Monday to Friday 
      09:00 to 14:30 Saturdays 
      and at no time on Sundays or Bank Holidays.  

Reason: In the interests of the residential amenity of the nearby occupiers and accord  
                 with Policy 8 of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.   

Reasons for Approval 

Subject to the conditions above the proposed development is considered to be an acceptable 
form of development that does not adversely impact on the appearance of the area or the 
residential amenity of the nearby properties. The proposal is considered to comply with Policy 
8 of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.  

STATEMENT OF APPLICANT INVOLVEMENT 

 The application raised no significant planning concerns which required the involvement of the 
applicant. 

45.  Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 7.45 pm. 


