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One Corby Policy Committee 
Tuesday 13th August 2019  
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby 
 
Present: - Councillors Addison, Eyles, McGee, Keane, McEwan, Latta, Elliston, 

Pengelly, P Beattie, Sims, Colquhoun & Watts. 
 

16.  Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T Beattie & K Watt. 
 

17.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of any 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  

Councillor McEwan declared a personal & non-prejudicial interest in relation to the S.106 
Woodland and Open Green Space Enhancements report. 
 

18.  Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meeting held on 16th July 2019 had been 
circulated. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meeting held on 16th July 2019 be 
approved. 
 

19.  S.106 Woodland and Open Green Space Enhancements 
 
The report before Members requested they agree the spending priorities relating to the 
Section 106 (S.106) community purposes contribution received from the development of 
land south of Geddington Road. 
 
The S.106 agreed in December 2013 provided £923,000 from the development of land south 
of Geddington Road to be spent on the enhancement and management of existing woodland 
and open space assets in the ownership of the Council. 
 
The report included details of potential spending priorities which met the Council’s previously 
agreed aims and objectives. These priorities included:- 
 

1. To commission the writing and implementation of four operational woodland 
management plans for East Carlton Park, Kingswood LNR, Weldon Country Park and 
West Glebe. The management plans will follow the Forestry Commission template 
and will ensure other funding streams can be applied for.  
The estimated cost for this was £100k. 
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2. The overarching aim is to continue to transform Corby’s woodlands, country parks 
and open green spaces into vibrant, safe, attractive and welcoming green assets. 
The Council is proud of recently achieving the Green Flag status for Hazel and 
Thoroughsale Woods for the eighth consecutive year and this coveted award could 
be achieved for a number of other green spaces using this investment.  
The estimated cost for this was £200k. 

 
3. To undertake projects to support the economic sustainability of the Corby Woodlands 

.and open green spaces. The Throughsale and Hazelwood project has been 
externally funded since 2012 through a Homes and Community Agency grant which 
is estimated to come to an end in 2022.  
The estimated five year cost was £400k. 
 

4. To provide additional funding to the Wildlife Trust allowing them to undertake 
important habitat management and conservation activities in Kingswood LNR and the 
Great Oakley Meadow.  
The estimated five year cost of £40k. 

 
5. To create a full time or part time Parks and Woodland Ranger post focused on 

voluntary and educational engagement, supporting fundraising bids and to continue 
to build relationships with the business sector and schools.  
The estimated five year cost would be £110k. 
 

6. To increase signage and interpretation boards throughout including new walking and 
cycle trails providing green connectivity for visitors.  
The estimated cost was £70k 

 
Investment in the Woodland project to date had not only achieved a cleaner, inviting, safer 
woodland but also a substantial increase in people using the woodland for Forest Schools, 
art projects, walking, fitness and school holiday activities.   

There was also a social element to the project that could not be quantified in a report, the 
woodland project works with many volunteers, some of who are vulnerable adults, who have 
gained skills and qualifications through the project in chipping, splitting, coppicing, retail 
experience, first aid, arts projects and volunteering with other Council events such as Bonfire 
Night and the Halloween event.   

Investment in the woodlands and green spaces not only protected these valuable assets 
which were throughout the Borough and easily accessible, but also the flora and fauna in 
each area and the wider reaching results in improving people’s Health and Wellbeing.    

It was noted that the costs associated with the spending priorities were estimates. 

Councillor McEwan recorded his thanks to the staff and volunteers who had contributed so 
much to the woodland projects to date. A significant amount of work had been undertaken in 
Hazel Wood and Thoroughsale Wood in particular. It was noted £200,000 remained to be 
spent but this additional s.106 money would assist in sustaining a longer-term programme of 
works across the Borough. It was further noted, that the Council had been successful in 
attaining and retaining the Green Flag Award over a number of years. 

Councillor Pengelly felt it was important that this s.106 was committed to fulfil the Council’s 
obligations under the s.106 Agreement. It was designated for specific projects and it was 
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important that delay was minimised. He noted that there had been suggestions on utilising 
the monies on other projects, but this would need the consent of the developers who had 
provided the monies, would not be a quick process and would not guarantee a satisfactory 
outcome. The money should be spent as agreed. 

Councillor McEwan wondered whether the money could be ring-fenced in some way, as he 
expressed concern whether a future council may decide to divert this funding. It was noted 
that the s.106 was clear that the money had to be spent in Corby. Negotiations on alternative 
arrangements would require agreement from the developers. 

Councillor Sims supported the report’s recommendations and agreed that the Council should 
not re-open discussions with developers on the use of this money. Councillor Sims felt that 
Corby could be proud of the investment it made in its woodlands and open spaces, and this 
money would secure works and maintain standards for future generations. 

Councillor McGhee also wished to record his thanks to volunteers and staff for their hard 
work. 

RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The S.106 spending priorities detailed in the report be agreed. 
 

20.  Beanfield Community Centre Repairs 
 
The Committee were being requested to approve the drawdown of reserves to fund building 
structural works to Beanfield Community Centre. 
 
Beanfield Community Centre was owned by Corby Borough Council and since 2001 the 
facility had been devolved to Beanfield Community Association. A lease and service level 
agreement with the Council allowed the Beanfield Community Association to operate the 
community centre on behalf of the local community. The Association received an annual 
grant from the Council of £11,660 towards the operating costs. 

Beanfield Community Association was responsible for the day to day repairs, fixtures and 
fittings. Corby Borough Council was responsible for the structure and major repairs such as 
electrical and plant. The Council undertook an asbestos survey of the building in March 2014 
and no visible suspect asbestos containing materials were identified. 

 
 Internal and external cracking had been identified together with movement and splitting of 

the roof structure and to the front toilets, boiler room and office. The community centre 
consisted of two single storey parts, the original part built in the 1960’s with rendered 
elevations and a newer front section extension built in the 1990’s with a flat parapet roof and 
brick finished walls and it was at the junction to these that some differential movement had 
been identified. Following a risk assessment of the building the decision was taken to cordon 
off the front section of the building. The rear section of the building remained safely in use.  

 
 Drainage and structural surveys had been undertaken that identified that the drainage and 

foundations to the building were not the cause of the problem, but the interface between the 
two buildings had deteriorated and needed to be put back into good order. 



One Corby Policy Committee 
13th August 2019 

 

17 
 

   
 In line with the Council’s procurement a specification for the works was tendered, but no 

responses were received. Therefore known local building and construction companies were 
contacted to see if they would be able to quote for the required work.  
 
One quotation for the specified works had been received, that with contingency would 
require a budget of £30,000 to complete the repairs. 
 
Councillor Sims queried whether it was known what had actually caused the cracking. 
Officers suggested that it may have been due to faults some years previous when the front 
extension was built, which have exacerbated over a number of years. It was unclear. 
 
Councillor McGhee spoke in favour of the report’s recommendation. Councillor P Beattie 
stated that the Centre was well-used and appreciated by the local community. The sooner 
the repair was completed the better. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) A repairs budget of £30,000 be approved to be met from the Council’s reserves. 
 

21.  Community Centre Heating Replacement 
 
The Committee were requested to agree the drawdown of reserves to fund the additional 
cost of central heating replacements in three community centres. 
 
Members noted that replacement parts were now obsolete for the heating systems at 
Kingswood Neighbourhood Centre, Danesholme Communicare Centre and the Autumn 
Centre. All of the systems were over twenty years old.  

The Community Centres were owned by Corby Borough Council and since 2001 the 
facilities had been devolved to local management committees or community associations. A 
lease and service level agreement with the Council allowed the organisations to operate the 
community centres on behalf of the local community. In most cases the organisation would 
receive an annual grant from the Council towards the net operating costs. 

The organisations were responsible for the day to day repairs, fixtures and fittings. Corby 
Borough Council was responsible for the structure and major repairs such as mechanical, 
electrical and plant. 

 
Capital funding of £60,000 for 2019/20 was approved for replacement of the heating 
systems and a further £10,000 was added to the budget as Danesholme Community Centre 
had received this from the One off Grants Pot. 

This budget was expected to cover just the replacement of the boilers; however it became 
apparent when attempting to draw up the specification for tendering the works that the 
replacement of the boilers was far more complex than envisaged as it included the whole 
central heating system.    
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Kier Services were commissioned to support the Council by fully surveying the heating 
systems in all three buildings, complete the specifications, prepare the preliminaries, 
undertake CDM regulations, provide contract administration and project management. On 
completion they would carry out defects inspections and review operations and maintenance 
information.  

The preparation of a specification for each community centre required detailing the items of 
plant/equipment that requires replacement and identifying replacement equipment for pricing 
by contractors. This included existing boilers, pipe work, valves, pumps, pressurisation units, 
flues and controls. 

Tenders had now been received and they were as follows: 

1.       Tender One - £124,407  
2.       Tender Two - £142,163 

 

The original budget was £60,000, increased to £70,000 due to a successful bid by Linwood 
Co-operative to the One off Grants Pot. After the deduction of fees the budget available was 
£59,090. Therefore there was a short fall of £65,317 if Tender One was preferred. 

The Committee was being requested to consider approving the additional funding of £65,317 
from the Council’s reserves. 

Councillor McGhee felt it was the right time to undertake these works and provide 
investment in these facilities. Given the local government reform underway it was important 
that Corby Council invested in its facilities. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The funding of £65,317 from Council reserves be approved. 
 

22.  Budget Monitoring – General Fund, Housing Revenue Account (HRA) and Capital 
Programme 
 
The report set out the income and expenditure forecasts for the year in relation to the 
General Fund, the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) and the Capital Programme based on 
April-June 2019 expenditure. Where there were potential overspends, action plans would be 
provided by the relevant Head of Service to bring expenditure back into line with the budget. 
 
The General Fund showed an underspend of £178,000 against a gross budget of £48m. 
Variances were detailed within the report. 
 
The Housing Revenue Account (HRA) showed a projected underspend of £139,000 against 
a gross budget of £23m. Variances were detailed within the report. 
 
A breakdown of the latest capital programme for 2019/20 and expenditure to the end of June 
were included in appendices accompanying the report. 
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Two virements were requested for the housing capital programme. The first was for 
£300,000 for voids repairs and was to come from the following: 

£134,000 - Major Roofing Works 

£7,000 – Asbestos Management Surveys 

£159,000 – Window Replacements 

The second was for £70,000 for from the window replacement rage budget to fund the 
external insulations. 

No significant variances are being reported within the General Fund capital programme at 
this stage although an additional £118,000 was requested for Disabled Facilities schemes to 
be funded from an additional grant allocation, and a further £12,000 was requested for Home 
Repairs grants to be funded from repaid grant’s. 

Officers had supplied details to the Committee relating to the progress made to date on the 
additional £5m capital programme agreed by Council. The Chief Finance Officer indicated 
that it was expected that this money was spent or committed by the end of the financial year; 
however with the delay in the local government programme by 1-year then some carry 
forward of budgets may be feasible. The emphasis should be on completion of the projects 
by 31st March 2020. 
 
Councillor Pengelly raised concern regarding current Council spend on temporary 
accommodation. He quoted particular concern regarding potential use of unsuitable hostels 
and hotels out of Corby. Councillor Pengelly suggested that the Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
may wish to look at levels of current spend in this area and the suitability of accommodation 
used. This request was noted. 
 
Councillor Pengelly also raised concerns regarding whether elements of the current 
development programme represented value for money, given the range of costs allocated 
against each project. Councillor Pengelly questioned the costs of the modular units at Wilby 
Close for example. Officers reminded the meeting that the Capital Programme had been 
agreed and was monitored by the Regeneration Group. There were some innovative 
projects such as Wilby Close, where costs were likely to be higher.  
 
Councillor McGhee also expressed concern regarding any complaints received regarding the 
potential use of sub-standard temporary accommodation. 
 
Councillor McGhee noted the report on the Capital Programme and agreed that it was 
important that the projects were progressed as soon as possible, as the future of these 
budgets was uncertain given local government reform. 
 
Councillor Elliston recorded her thanks to all staff for contributing to a healthy financial 
report. 
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RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The financial position of the General Fund, the Housing Revenue Account and 
the Capital Programme contained in the report be noted; 

ii) The relevant Heads of Service and the Director of Corporate Services be 
instructed to continue to review all areas of expenditure within the General Fund 
and the Housing Revenue Account with a view to minimising any overspend; and 

iii) The changes to the housing capital schemes as detailed under the Capital 
Programme section of the report be approved. 

 
23.  Close of Meeting 

 
Meeting closed at 7:25 pm. 


