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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 12 September 2012 at 7.00pm  
in the  Bistro, The Cube, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Dady, Brown, Goult, Rahman and Bromhall 

6. Appointment of Vice Chair 
Nominations were sought for the position of Vice Chair of the Committee for the 2012/13 
Municipal Year.  The nomination of Cllr Dady was MOVED and seconded. 

Resolved that: 
Cllr Dady be appointed Vice Chair of the Committee for 2012/13.  

(Cllr Dady in the Chair) 

7. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Heggs, McEwan & Pengelly. 

8. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations 
were made. 

9. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 4 July 2012, copies of which had been circulated to 
Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

10. Presentation by King West on the West Corby Urban Extension 
Rupert West of King West, representing Rockingham Estates and Simon Gray, WSP were in 
attendance to present the proposals for the West Corby Sustainable Urban Extension (SUE) 
which was being pursued in partnership with Great Oakley Estates. 

The site was well established but did not currently have consent.  It would deliver 4,000 
dwellings by 2031 within the Borough boundary. 

Key issues which had been identified included connectivity, employment, retail and 
commercial provision, renewable energy opportunities and highways/transport strategy. 

The evolution of the Concept master plan from 2005/6 was outlined and details provided of 
the proposed development within the landscape, the housing areas, commercial and leisure 
provision, employment areas, schools (3 Primary and one Secondary) and the reserve site 
for future development if required. 

The key design principles remained as determined in 2005.  Four points of highway access 
were proposed but more work was needed on these.  Public transport was being discussed 
with NCC and a new service to the town centre was the preferred option, together with 
possible rerouting of existing services. 

The A6003 was a very fast and busy road and it was proposed to create a series of events 
and landscaping on the stretch between Oakley Hay roundabout and Four Ways roundabout 
to slow traffic down and link the new development with existing urban areas.  Pedestrian and 
cycle routes, based on Corby Cycling Strategy, would also be provided,. 

A delivery plan, including phasing of local facilities, was presented but build rate would 
depend on market conditions.   
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It was mentioned that a heated meeting had taken place with Beanfield Tenants & Residents 
Association, mostly in relation to roads which were already congested at times.  This was 
recognised and it was hoped that changing the character of the road would help.  

Enhancement of bio diversity corridors was raised and it was confirmed that the developers 
were aware of green infrastructure requirements and would be seeking to set aside 
appropriate areas for a variety of uses. 

It was agreed that contact details and the West Corby website address would be forwarded 
to Members.  The presentation slides would also be circulated.  

11. Presentation by Andrew Longley (JPU) on the Joint Core Strategy 
Andrew Longley gave a brief presentation on the review of the Joint Core Strategy. 

The Core Strategy had been adopted in 2008 and was under review to:  

• take account of the recession; 
• take the plan up to 2031; 
• embed place shaping principles; 
• take account of Planning reforms; 
• incorporate greater scope to take account of local needs/aspirations. 

The Strategy was intended to be positive, justified, effective and consistent.  The next stage 
would be consultation on the Pre-Submission Plan during January/February with submission 
of the Plan following in April and final adoption by the end of the year.  The plan was 
important for Corby’s ongoing growth and development. 

The changes made to the plan included lower levels of growth, a greater role for Rushden, 
increased protection for cultural and environmental assets and recognition of the importance 
of the natural environment. 

The Strategy would also include the draft vision for 2031, housing trajectory and 
development principles for West Corby SUE, Rockingham MRC Enterprise Area, Cockerell 
Road and Corby Business Park. 

Consultation responses would be considered by the Joint Planning Committee on 8th and 29th 
November.  Development principles and evidence base would be finalised by December 
2012 and the Pre-Submission Plan agreed in January 2013 for examination over the summer 
months.  

It was pointed out that slow growth spread around a number of sites could delay provision of 
services such as schools.  This was recognised and it would be important to get thresholds 
and triggers right.  It was also possible to prioritise services through CIL which was more 
flexible than S106. 

It was asked when the outcome of the Rushden Lakes application would be known.  It was 
explained that East Northants District Council was still considering the application and 
addressing technical issues.  A decision was not expected before October at the earliest.  
The Secretary of State would be notified if the application was approved and, should the 
decision be called in, it could take up to a year to be resolved.   

A meeting would be taking place with the Planning Inspector to discuss how to handle this 
matter in relation to the Strategy as not all partners would be in agreement whatever the 
decision.    

12. Review of the Joint Core Strategy 
Members received a report outlining progress on the review of the Joint Core Strategy for 
North Northamptonshire and seeking agreement to the suggested consultation response set 
out in the report. 

The emerging draft document was currently out for public consultation and a copy had been 
placed in the Members’ Room.  This informal consultation period would close on 15 October 
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2012 and the formal statutory consultation on the Pre-Submission Draft would take place 
around February 2013.  

Further internal feedback on the emerging policies was detailed within the report and 
Members’ attention was also drawn to Policy 28 and the framework for housing provision.  
This set out a minimum target, based on the average over the last five years, of 8,900 new 
homes with an ‘aspirational’ target of 14,200.   

To boost housing supply, Local Authorities were required to maintain a supply of specific 
deliverable sites for five years worth of housing, based on the minimum requirement.  It was 
therefore essential that this figure was realistic.  Appendix 1 provided an extract from the 
housing trajectory showing when the various development sites were expected to come 
forward and the build rate.  This revealed the scale of the challenge for Corby in meeting the 
minimum housing requirements and reliance on the sustainable urban extensions to hit the 
targets. 

It was noted that the principles suggested by the promoters for West Corby Urban Extension 
broadly reflected the Council’s ambitions for the site and mixed use, integration and 
protection of the natural environment were particularly welcomed.  They had indicated that 
they would seek endorsement for the detailed master plan from the Borough Council, the 
County Council and NNJPU.  Whilst CBC would encourage a collaborative approach, it 
would have the final say on the Master Plan as the responsible authority. 

Comment was made on the need to protect the historic environment of the area, eg Welland 
Valley escarpment.  Officers confirmed this had been identified as needing further evidence 
and this would be fed back in. 

Concern was raised in respect of development of Deenethorpe airfield which would drag 
higher spec housing out of the Borough.  Residents were likely to use facilities within the 
Borough but their Council Tax would go elsewhere.  The Head of Planning & Environmental 
Services confirmed that this had been raised previously and was an issue which would need 
to be addressed. 

It was confirmed that the consultation would continue until 15 October and Members were 
welcome to provide further comment up to this date. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The comments set out in the report and above form the basis of the Council’s submission to 
the Joint Planning Unit’s consultation on the emerging draft policies for the Joint Core 
Strategy, subject to any further comments/views submitted by Members before the 
consultation deadline of 15 October 2012. 

13. Review of saved Local Plan Policies against the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) 
Members received a report detailing how the remaining Local Plan Policies related to the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  A review had been undertaken and the details 
were set out in Appendix 1. 

The vast majority of the saved policies were consistent with the NPPF and had the aim of 
focusing development in the most appropriate locations whilst suitably protecting natural and 
built heritage assets.  Although largely consistent, some policies would need to be re-drafted 
to ensure they reflected the language and tone of the NPPF. 

It was noted that the only policy which was inconsistent was J36 Princewood Road as it had 
no clear objective. Some policies did not work in isolation.   

It was asked what L16 Country Park north of Brookfield related to.  This would be checked 
and information sent to Members. 

In relation to C19 Community Hall at Oldlands Road, it was believed that there was now a 
detailed plan in place.  The Head of Service recognised that a number of areas had moved 
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forward and it was intended to hold a Member briefing on progress and outstanding issues, 
hopefully in the next few months.   

RESOLVED that:- 
The contents of the report be noted. 

14. Consultation by Northamptonshire County Council on the way forward for the partial 
review of the Minerals and Waste Development Framework 
Members were asked to endorse the response, set out in Appendix A, to the NCC 
consultation on the way forward for the partial review of the framework. 

A copy of the consultation document had been placed in the Members’ Room and was also 
available at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk.  The document set out the issues which NCC 
intended to incorporate into a partial review.  The public consultation period had concluded 
on Thursday 23 August 2012 and the response had therefore already been prepared and 
submitted, pending Member approval. 

The review would update specific areas of the plan to reflect changes in local circumstances 
and Government guidance, roll all of the existing DPD’s into one document and take the plan 
period through to 2031.  It would cover revised provision figures for waste capacity and 
aggregates apportionment, new or amended policies to reflect national guidance and 
development of policy for matters not fully covered currently.  Details of the comment on the 
issues set out in the consultation document were provided within the report and the 
appendix. 

It was asked if it would not be better to have more than one facility for disposal of low level 
radioactive waste in the County.  It was explained that if more were sought few would come 
forward as the specification was very demanding.  It would also raise the issue of more 
movements into the County. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The response set out in Appendix A be endorsed as Corby Borough Council’s response to 
the consultation on the way forward for the partial review of the Minerals and Waste 
Development Framework. 

15. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 8.20 pm. 


