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Full Council 
Thursday 12th February 2015  
At 7:00 pm in the Council Chamber, The Cube, George Street, Corby. 
 
Present: Councillor Dady (Mayor), Goult, Addison, P Beattie, T Beattie, Beeby, 

Butcher, Caine, Elliston, Eyles, Ferguson, Heggs, Kettle, Latta, McGhee, 
McKellar, Noble, Pengelly, Rahman, Riley & Stanbra. 

 
59.  Apologies 

 
Apologies were received from Councillor Lilley, Brown, Chaudhury, Bromhall, Sims, 
McDade, Petch & McEwan. 
 

60.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. 
 
Councillor Heggs declared a personal but non-prejudicial interest in relation to any 
discussion regarding the Northamptonshire Fire & Rescue Service due to his role as a 
County Council. He reserved the right to participate in debate but would not vote. 
 
Councillor Pengelly declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the 
Development Control Committee minutes of the 20th January 2015 (para.39). 
 
Councillor Riley declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the Development 
Control Committee minutes of the 20th January 2015 (para.39.2). 
 

61.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th December 2014 had been circulated. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th December 2014 be agreed. 
 

62.  Mayor’s Announcements 
 
The Mayor drew Council’s attention to the recent short listing of Councillor Tom Beattie as 
“Leader of the Year” in the LGiU/CCLA Awards. On behalf of Council, the Mayor wished the 
Leader every success at the event on 2nd March 2015. 
 
The Mayor mentioned two fund raising events to be held on 21st February 2015. The first 
was a Green Treasure Hunt. This was to be followed by a fundraising event in Weldon. 
Further details would be circulated. 
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63.  Petitions 
 
No petitions had been received. 
 

64.  Public Question Time 
 
No questions had been received 
 

65.  Minutes of Committee and Panel Meetings 
 
65.1 Development Control Committee 
 
Councillor Latta presented the minutes of the Development Control Committee meetings of 
9th December 2014 & 20th January 2015 be received. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 9th December 2014 & 20th January 2015 be received. 
 
65.2 One Corby Policy Committee 
 
Councillor Tom Beattie presented the minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meetings 
of 16th December 2014 & 13th January 2015. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 16th December 2014 & 13th January 2015 be received. 
 
65.3 Local Plan Committee 
 
Councillor Elliston presented the minutes of the Local Plan Committee meeting of 17th 
December 2014. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th December 2014 be received. 
 
65.4 Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
 
Councillor Caine presented the minutes of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel meetings of 3rd 
December 2014, 7th January 2015 & 15th January 2015. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 3rd December 2014, 7th January 2015 & 15th January 
2015 be received. 
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65.5 Audit & Governance Committee 
 
Councillor Noble presented the minutes of the Audit & Governance Committee meeting of 
21st January 2015. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st January 2015 be received. 
 

66.  Traffic Parking Order – Corby Railway Station 
 
Full Council were being requested to ratify the resolution made by the One Corby Policy 
Committee on 13th January 2015. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

i) The terms of the Traffic Regulation Order at Corby Railway Station be approved; 
and 

ii) Delegated authority to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader of the 
Council, to facilitate implementation of the Order. 

 
67.  Municipal Timetable 2015/2016 

 
A copy of the draft Municipal Timetable for 2015/2016 had been circulated. A request was 
made to try to ensure that there were no Full Council meetings during the LGA Annual 
Conference; this was noted. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The Municipal Timetable 2015/2016 be approved. 
 

68.  Appointment of Co-opted Member (Substitute) on Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
 
The nomination of Mr George Hill as the Co-opted Member (Substitute) for the Tenants & 
Neighbourhood Association on the Overview & Scrutiny Panel had been received. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The appointment of Mr George Hill be agreed. 
 

69.  Corby Borough Council – Polling Places Review 
 
It was reported that no further written representations had been received by the Council 
since the One Corby Policy Committee meeting of 13th January 2015. No further additions to 
the approved list of Polling Places were to be recommended at this time. 
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70.  Motions 
 
70.1 - Motion 1 
 
Councillor Stanbra MOVED the following motion:- 
 

The right homes, in the right place, at the right price 

Council notes that: 

• We are not building enough homes in England. 

• rising house prices mean that home ownership is beyond the reach of many people and 
that the size of a mortgage deposit alone stops many would-be first-time buyers from 
getting on the housing ladder. 

• as a result of this, more and more people are being pushed into the private rented 
sector and as demand rises there, so too do the rents. 

• In Corby over 1200 families are waiting to rent a council house from Corby Borough 
Council and have applied through the council’s Keyways system to do just that. 

• The average house price in Corby is £132,381. 

• Gross annual income needed for a mortgage is £28,367 compared to the average 
income in Corby of £18,361. 

Council believes that: 

• The solution to the housing shortage is simple. We need to build more of the right 
homes, in the right place, at the right price.  

• All too often the people who actually need homes are missing from local debates.  

• Councils should take an active role in making the case for building more homes locally; 
the right homes, in the right place, at the right price.  

Council resolves to: 

• support the Yes to Homes campaign and commits to increasing the delivery of the right 
homes, in the right place, at the right price in Corby Borough. 

• Work with Yes to Homes supporters, local groups and community organisations to 
actively make the case for new homes and explain the benefits of new homes for the 
whole community. 

Council further resolves to: 

• To inform local people through local media of this decision. 

• To write to Corby’s MP, informing him of this decision. 

 
Councillor Stanbra informed Council that the Yes to Homes campaign had cross-party 
support. It was recognised that there was a lack of homes but it was equally important in 
meeting this shortage that homes built were the right sort of homes, built in the right place 
and were the right price. 
 
Councillor Eyles SECONDED the motion. In doing so he reminded Members that Corby BC 
were building Council houses and would seek to continue to do so. Councillor Eyles also 
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commented that some developers were seeking to renege on their commitment to build 
affordable housing; this should be resisted. In addition, although not part of the motion under 
discussion, Councillor Eyles suggested that there should be additional protection for private 
sector tenants. 
 
Councillor Tom Beattie supported the motion. He commented that the housing shortage 
would continue to be a significant political topic during and after the forthcoming General 
Election.  He noted, if agreed, that Corby BC would be the 10th local authority to sign-up to 
the campaign.  Councillor Beattie agreed that it was important to hold developers to account 
in relation to both affordable housing and their s.106 commitments. 
 
Councillor McKellar sought to amend the motion to reflect Council’s earlier motion regarding 
trying to give rural areas more protection to resist overdevelopment.  The amendment was 
defeated. 
 
Several councillors commented that Corby BC would seek to consider the views of all 
Borough residents and consider matters on a case by case basis.  Whether in the urban or 
rural area, proper consideration to any planning proposals would be given and any concerns 
regarding overdevelopment taken into account. 
 
In conclusion, Councillor Stanbra thanked councillors for their support.  There was a need for 
further Council housing and welcomed developers who were willing to work with Corby BC in 
partnership. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The motion be approved. 
 
70.2 - Motion 2 
 
Councillor Paul Beattie MOVED the following motion:- 
 
Over the Christmas period Willow Place Shopping Centre experienced a serious fire, where 
thankfully no-one was injured.  This fire was brought under control thanks to the 
professionalism of fire fighters from Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service.  

Fire crews from Corby, Kettering, Daventry, Moulton, Thrapston and Burton Latimer 
attended, and were also assisted by colleagues from Leicestershire.  This is evidence, if any 
was needed, that Corby should not have any reduction in either appliances or fire fighters. 

The FBU and members of the public oppose these cuts by NCC.  A recent petition has 
collected over 5000 signatures from members of the public.  This council calls upon NCC to 
reconsider their decision, and prevent any cuts or changes to the existing fire service 
provision in Corby. 

 
In moving the motion, Councillor Paul Beattie drew reference to recent press 
announcements and correspondence from Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) 
regarding this matter.  There had seemed to be some “softening” of NCC’s position but this 
did not seem to meet the demands of Corby BC and the public. There still seemed to be the 
potential for a reduction in both vehicle and manpower at Corby. 
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Councillor McGhee SECONDED the motion. In doing so, he stated that Corby BC fully 
supported the FBU and the fire fighters.  Councillor McGhee recognised that NCC had 
stated there was some improvement from their (NCC) original proposal but this still 
represented a cut back.  In addition, Councillor McGhee stated that the option was still there 
for a vehicle to be moved elsewhere in the future. A second retained crew was a reduction in 
service from the current position. Councillor McGhee emphasised that Corby BC had its own 
budgetary pressures; this was a statutory service and the responsibility of NCC. 
 
Councillor Riley commented that NCC were trying to off-load their responsibilities onto 
others. NCC had attempted this across a range of services. Councillor Riley also raised 
concern that rural areas would suffer most with even longer response times. 
 
Councillor Heggs commented that there had been attempts previously to reduce the levels of 
service. The Chief Fire Officer had done a good job in protecting services. Councillor Heggs 
suggested that the New Homes Bonus should be given to NCC.   
 
Councillor Tom Beattie pointed out that in line with other districts Corby BC already gave 
20% of New Homes Bonus received to NCC. This amounted to over £500,000 per annum. In 
addition, NCC usually took the largest share of s.106 monies. 
 
Councillor Stanbra stressed his opposition to any reductions in the Fire & Rescue Service. 
He did not believe that NCC needed to make these cutbacks and that money could be found 
to avoid them.  NCC had chosen to spend the money elsewhere.  It was absolutely correct 
for Corby BC not to pay towards the service; it was NCC’s responsibility. Councillor Stanbra 
suggested that this was the start of frontline service cuts. 
 
Councillor Butcher raised concern that the reductions in service would put the public at 
increased risk. NCC seemed to be happy for the response times to take longer and noted 
the point made by Councillor Riley regarding rural areas.  Councillor Butcher reminded 
Council that Corby Borough was one of the fastest growing areas in England. This growth 
was to be encouraged and would increase income for both Corby BC and NCC. 
 
Councillor Tom Beattie spoke in favour of the motion. Corby BC was fully supportive of the 
Fire & Rescue Service and its staff. He again stressed that NCC did receive a slice of the 
New Homes Bonus and benefited from Corby’s growth agenda.  He felt that NCC requesting 
additional monies from Corby BC was an insult to the people of the Borough, who were 
expecting citizens to pay twice.  Councillor Beattie suggested that NCC should lobby central 
Government and talk to its ministers. 
 
Councillor Heggs pointed out that there was still to be significant growth in Priors Hall. 
Councillor Heggs suggested that the Fire & Rescue Service would ensure appropriate 
resources were available as required. 
 
Councillor McKellar agreed that it was important to retain the service.  He disagreed with 
NCC’s proposed cutbacks.  Corby should retain two vehicles plus COBRA and supported 
the motion.  A retained crew, whilst professional, was not the same as a fulltime crew; this 
was a cutback.  NCC clearly had a shortage of funds. Councillor McKellar did suggested that 



Full Council 
12th February 2015 

30 
 

if Corby BC looked favourably on NCC’s request it may be reciprocated at some time in the 
future. 
 
Councillor McGhee stated that the motion was about safeguarding services to the people of 
Corby Borough. He suggested that there could be further cutbacks, even station closures.  
Councillor McGhee suggested that NCC had the worst record of service delivery in the 
country. 
 
Full Council briefly discussed the future of New Homes Bonus and future local government 
funding. It was generally agreed, that whatever the political complexion of the future 
Government some mechanism would be put in place, whilst recognising that New Homes 
Bonus had benefited Corby BC. 
 
Councillor Kettle stressed that the public supported the position of Corby BC in trying to 
protect the existing service provision and drew reference to the recent public petition.  It was 
important to protect frontline services. He suggested that the current NCC administration 
were incompetent and had brought this problem onto itself. 
 
In conclusion, Councillor Paul Beattie thanked councillors for their support; he felt that it had 
been a good debate. He felt that if NCC was struggling then they should raise their concerns 
with the Government & Whitehall, not attempt to pass additional financial burdens onto 
districts. It was NCC’s statutory responsibility. 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
The motion be approved. 
 

71.  Close of Meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 8:30 pm. 


