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Grants Committee  
Wednesday 11 September 2019 
7.00pm in Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 

Present: Councillors McGhee (Chair), Reay, McNab, Latta, & Watt 

6. Apologies for Absence 
No apologies for absence were received. 

7. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Members were asked to agree the minutes of the Grants Committee meeting held on 5 June 
2019.  

RESOLVED that:- 
The minutes of the Grants Committee held on 6 June 2019 be agreed. 

8. Declarations of Interests 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.    

Councillor Reay declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in Big Blue Bus application as 
the applicant provided a youth worker to the school he worked at. 

9. The Core at Corby Cube Performance Report 
An update report had been provided by the Core Theatre on activities carried out over the 
last year. The Core received a grant from Corby Borough Council and so activities were 
monitored to release grant payments. 

Key Performance Indicators (KPI) had been agreed for the financial year and were reviewed 
annually allowing The Core Board and Corby Borough Council to agree indicators that were 
meaningful, met current trends and capture funding opportunities. 

In the financial year 2018/19 programming attracted an audience from the general public of 
36,942, this showed an 11% increase on the previous year. Various workshops were also 
provided to target young people, families, adults and schools with a total of 19,734 attendees 
and increase of 34% on the previous year. 

The Core had also put in place a programme of management training for newly appointed 
and existing managers, this would build capacity, skills and confidence in managers to tackle 
issues and support staff. 

The Core Theatre had had another successful year, this was reflected in the increased 
attendance and a varied programme being offered. They continued to deliver outreach work 
and support the community through school groups, community events, local artist’s 
performances and dance group shows. 

The work was recognised locally, regionally and nationally and continued to be financially 
supported from Arts Council England as well as Corby Borough Council. 

The Chief Executive of The Core had requested that the report expressed their thanks to 
Corby Borough council for its continued support allowing The Core to provide opportunities 
for quality arts provision within the Borough. 

Resolved that:- 
Committee noted the Core Theatre Trust ‘The Core’ was providing a high quality, varied 
service for Corby Borough and visitors. 

Committee asked that officers pass on their thanks and appreciation. 

10. Discretionary Rate Relief Awards 2019/20 
A report was presented to Committee seeking approval to award Discretionary Rate Relief 
for 2019/20. 



Grants Committee 11 September 2019 

5 

 

There had been 14 requests and Committee were being asked to approve the officers 
recommendations or increase/reduce awards as permitted by the guidelines. 

1. Adrenaline Alley - Resolved that: award DRR  
2. Action for Asperger’s - Resolved that: award DRR  
3. Corby Artists - Resolved that: award DRR 
4. Access Corby - Resolved that: award DRR 
5. Corby Radio - Resolved that: award DRR 
6. Education for All - Resolved that: not to award DRR 
7. Passing Shots - Resolved that: award DRR at 80% 

Mrs Haworth addressed Committee asking for an award of 80% as in previous 
years, she explained that the Rateable Value of the premises had been increased, 
the Club received funding from the LTA and Big Lottery. Currently 1600 teenagers 
from the town’s schools were being coached with some taking LTA Leaders 
exams allowing them to assist with coaching. The Club did outreach work with 
Age Concern and tried to keep court rates at an affordable price for everyone, a 
Nature Valley Tennis Weekend had been held which allowed all ages to turn up 
and play for free, this was to encourage more people to take up the sport. 
Mrs Haworth hoped the Committee would be as generous this year as it had been 
in the past and thanked the Committee for allowing her the time to make a 
presentation. 

8. Great Oakley Cricket Club - Resolved that: to award DRR 
9. Planet Aid - Resolved that: to award DRR 
10. Lydia’s Gretton - Resolved that: to award DRR 
11. Corby CVS - Resolved that: to award DRR 
12. The Chapel Gym - Resolved that: to award DRR 
13. Corby Climbing Centre - Resolved that: not to award DRR 
14. Corby Smash Table Tennis - Resolved that: to award DRR at 80% 

Mr Wilson addressed Committee and explained that the Club had now moved 
from its previous premises and so this application was now retrospective and only 
for the amount required prior to moving to another venue. The Club was doing 
well but the reason for the move was that the previous premises had been bought 
and the new landlord had asked that they vacate the premises. 
The Club was now hiring the Arc Theatre at Rocking Primary School and so there 
was no need to request further DRR assistance at this time. 

Chair advised the two Clubs that in the future once Unitary had been established there would 
be no guarantee that funding would be available and so they might need to think about how 
they would achieve funding going forward. 
Resolved that: 
Members support the officer’s recommendations with the exception of Passing Shots and 
Corby Smash Table Tennis both of these to be awarded 80% DRR. 

Surplus funds to be used for Health & Wellbeing Grant applications. 

11. One Corby Grants 
A report was presented to update on Core and Devolved Organisations, Small Grants, Arts 
Grants and Health & Wellbeing Grants. 

Devolved Community Centres 

Autumn Centre. 

The Centre had been informed by Commsortia that from 31 March 2020 the Public Health 
NCC social wellbeing contract would come to an end. NCC currently provided £57k with CBC 
topping up with £37m, Chair of Grants had written to NCC raising concerns. 
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If no further funding was forthcoming from NCC the funding provided by CBC would not be 
enough to cover day to day expenditure, this could result in the day centre for over 50’s and 
community centre used at evenings and weekends being lost to the community. Trustees of 
the centre would keep CBC updated on any correspondence from NCC. 

Stephenson Way community Centre 

There had been several resignations over the last month from the Management Committee 
including the Chair and Secretary. New Committee members were being sought and the 
remaining members would hold an AGM in October to appoint new members. 

Beanfield Community Centre 

There were some structural issues at the front of the building resulting in that area having to 
be closed off and some bookings having to be moved to another facility. The OCPC 
Committee approved £03k for the repairs to be undertaken, an order for the works had been 
placed. 

Danesholme Community Centre, Autumn Centre and Kingswood Community Centre all 
required replacement heating systems as the old ones were obsolete with repairs becoming 
increasingly difficult. OCPC had agreed the tender price in full and the order had been 
placed. 

Arran Community Centre and Corby Olympic Amateur Boxing Club had not submitted 
relevant documentation at the time of writing the report, however, COAB had now submitted 
the information and their first half payment had been released. It was suggested that 
someone from Arran Way Committee be invited to future meeting and if the required 
documents were still outstanding then the funding should not be released. 

Core Organisations 

Currently there were no concerns regarding any of the Core Organisations. 

Small Grant Applications 
Corby Pegasus Football Club – Installation of Wi-Fi at West Glebe Bar  

Resolved that:- 
The application be approved - £500 

Corby Heritage Forum – Gold Roman Coin 

Resolved that:- 
The application be approved – Written Agreement required regarding ownership - £400 

Hope Church - Community Bus (not supported as a religious organisation, community use by 
mixture of groups) 

Resolved that:- 
The application be approved - £500 

Arts Grant Applications 
There was insufficient funds to give a full allocation to each applicant and so the Committee 
had to decide how and who to fund. 

Theatre in Black – Loop 

Resolved that:- 
no funding would be granted. 

The Corby Collective – Spoken Word Event 

Resolved that:- 
The application be approved with a grant of £500 

Rooftop Arts Centre – New Print Room 
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Resolved that:- 
The application be approved with a grant of £500 

Carbon Theatre Ltd – Sea Girl ‘Meet the Author’ 

Resolved that:- 
no funding would be granted 

Deep Roots Tall Trees – Move, Sing, Create! 

Resolved that:- 
The application be approved with a grant of £500 

CATS – Annual Pantomime 

Members asked officers to offer one of the Councils Free Core Theatre Days to CATS. 

Resolved that:- 
The application be approved with a grant of £500 

Health and Wellbeing Grant Applications 
Patrick Road Resource Centre – The Well-Being Group 

Resolved that:- 
The funding would be ring-fenced and more detail to be asked for regarding health benefits. 

Chambers Academy of Irish Dance – boys dance classes for inclusivity and for dancers with 
learning difficulties. 

Patrick Road Resource Centre – The Well-Being Group 

Resolved that:- 
The funding would be ring-fenced and await details from CCG. 

12. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm.  
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