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Crime & Disorder Committee 
Wednesday 11 October 2017 

in Council Chamber, Corby Cube, George Street, Corby 

 
Present:  Councillors Watts, Riley, Butcher, Ferguson, Goult, Keane, Watt 

Co-opted Representatives: 

  Owen Davison, Parish Representative 

Also in attendance:   Sgt John Hodgson, Northants Police 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Caine. 

2. Declarations of Interest  

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.  There were no 
such declarations 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Panel was requested to approve the minutes of the Crime & Disorder Committee meeting 
held on 19 April 2017, copies of which had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The minutes of the meeting of the Crime & Disorder Committee held on 19 April 2017, copies of 
which had been circulated to Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

4. Community Safety Partnership Update 

The Community Safety Manager gave a brief update on current Community Safety Partnership 
(CSP) priorities, ie: 

 Tackling Violence (including night time economy, youth violence and organised gangs); 

 Tackling Interpersonal Violence (including domestic abuse, sexual violence, female 
genital mutilation and honour based violence); 

 Early Intervention and Vulnerabilities (including anti social behaviour, hate crime, child 
sexual exploitation, radicalisation, business crime and crime prevention). 

Performance figures for each priority were set out in the report and were generally positive. Corby 
had seen the biggest reduction in the County for anti social behaviour.  Appendices 1 and 2 to the 
report detailed public perception data and a list of key projects. 

The report also provided details of the tools and powers available to the partnership to tackle a 
range of challenging behaviours and these were detailed in Appendix 3 while Appendix 4 listed 
the Community Protection Warnings and Notices issued in the past two years.  These were 
having a positive impact. 

It was confirmed that Public Space Perception Orders could be applied to any area where 
evidence was available to show the criteria was being met, ie that anti social behaviour of a 
persistent and continued nature was occurring which was having a detrimental impact on the 
environment or community.  

5. Police Update 

Sgt Hodgson provided an update on local policing and priorities.   

The police were supporting the CSP’s Locally Identified Priorities (LIPs) which, from July to 
September, were parking, dog fouling and litter, spending 89 hours on parking issues and 14 
hours on dog fouling. 
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Resources were also going into Operation Serene nationally (providing reassurance patrols at 
key transport and community hubs) and, locally, Operation Condone (dealing with a group of 
youths in the town centre who were being abusive and causing damage). 

A number of serious recent incidents and investigations around the town were highlighted, along 
with crime figures to the end of August. 

The force was also moving to a new service deliver model but the Neighbourhood Team would 
remain at Deene House and be prioritising community engagement, accessibility/visibility, 
problem solving and partnership working.  Corby Station would be closed by the end of the year.  
The Chief Executive added that a proposal for the police to have a front desk facility in the Cube 
would be considered by Policy Committee on 31 October 2017. 

There was some discussion in relation to recent traveller incursions. Members commented on the 
need for more physical barriers and also a transient traveller site.  Any suggestions around 
suitable sites would be welcomed. 

Cllr Butcher had spent a night in the control centre at Wooton Hall where 999 and 101 calls were 
dealt with.  She was very impressed with what she had seen but highlighted the pressures the 
staff were under with only eight call handlers on duty, going down to three by 5 am.  She would 
follow this up with the Crime Commission Accountability Board.    

Sgt Hodgson explained that the current restructure was about ensuring resources were put where 
needed most and he hoped this would help ease the situation in due course. Lots of triage work 
was also being done to divert people to the most appropriate route.    

It was also noted that Northamptonshire was one of the lowest funded Counties for policing 
historically and this needed to be addressed with central Government.   

6. Neighbourhood Management & Rural Update 

The Neighbourhood Manager explained that the Neighbourhood Warden and Caretaker team 
covered a range of activities within local communities and they aslo worked closely with the 
police and community safety colleagues on the LIPs. 

Parking took the biggest proportion of time on calls and conflict management and activities 
included polite parking notices and removal of untaxed/abandoned vehicles. 

In relation to speeding, there were six TVAS units deployed around the Borough plus three in 
Desborough which were managed by the Council on their behalf.  Data showed these had a 
positive impact and some of the units were mobile and could be set up wherever there was a 
need. 

Litter was seen as a low level nuisance but significantly affected people’s perception and 
satisfaction.  The Warden Team supported local campaigns and delivered awareness raising 
sessions to local groups. 

The investigation of fly tipping incidents could be very messy and difficult but a recent successful 
prosecution had resulted in over £1100 being awarded against the offender in fines and costs. 

Under the previous priorities, dog fouling had been subject to a number of campaigns and 
activities which had received national media interest.  

Other successes involving the team included: 

 Defence and engagement patrols, meetings and events; 

 Creation of PSPO at Laxton Close with assistance from police and CBC colleagues; 

 Skate Slam event at Danesholme which had been well received with a second event in 
the planning stages; 

 Operation Repeat aimed at preventing elderly/vulnerable residents becoming victims of 
doorstep, telephone and online scam through advice and training; 

 Refresh of JAG to make more relevant/effective, including discussions on addressing pre-
homelessness, homelessness and isolation. 

Members asked if there was any evidence that waste operators were fly tipping items they had 
been paid to remove.  It was explained that operators should have a waste transfer licence and 
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householders were responsible for checking this as they would still be liable if their rubbish was 
found and traced back to them. 

Comment was made that litter and fly tipping were not improving and should be taken more 
seriously, possibly employing litter police as in other Authorities.  The removal of charges for 
bulky waste collections was also suggested but there was a lack of evidence to support this and 
the cost would be significant. 

Where householders left white goods out on the pavement, etc, it was suggested that these be 
marked up so that they were traceable back to the property if they were subsequently dumped.  
The Neighbourhood Manager explained that this was fly tipping and householders were advised 
to take such items back onto their property.  Officers could not mark something which was private 
property but could possibly ask the householder to or record serial numbers.  

The Rural Pride Officer provided feedback on the activities undertaken to address the previous 
LIPs (speeding, parking and dog fouling) from the previous period, up to 30 September 2017.  As 
detailed in the report, these activities included road safety and community education campaigns 
delivered to schools and other groups, dog fouling patrols and stencilling, parking patrols and 
enforcement activities, as well as supporting Project EDWARD (European Day without a Road 
Death) and national road safety charity, Brake. 

Upcoming activities included the next Big Pic campaign which would run from 19 to 20 October, 
Operation Pumpkin which would deliver Halloween safety messages to schools as well as anti-
bullying week from 13 November and National Road Safety Week from 20 November. 

Members thanked the Community Safety, police, rural and neighbourhood teams for all their 
efforts and input. 

RESOLVED that: 

The contents of the report be noted. 

7. Designated Public Place Orders (DPPOs) 

The Community Safety Strategy Manager presented a report which set out changes to existing 
DPPO areas and the potential for conversion to Public Space Protection orders (PSPOs). 

The power to create DPPOs under the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 enabled Police and 
Council Officers to seize alcohol in public places across 21 designated areas where nuisance, 
annoyance or disorder was an issue associated with its consumption.  This had met a particular 
need and was very successful in tackling the issues prevalent at the time.  The DPPO areas were 
shown in appendices 1 and 2 to the report and Appendix 3 mapped the number of incidents in the 
six months from June to December 2016. 

The Anti Social Behaviour Crime and Policing Act 2014 had revised the powers available to 
tackle emerging issues affecting communities.  The new PSPO powers provided bespoke 
prohibitions to tackle a range of negative behaviours, including possession of containers with 
alcohol in, consumption of alcohol, causing alarm, harassment or distress linked to consuming 
alcohol and begging.  

In view of the changing picture in recent years and the more flexible and effective tools and 
options available, it was recommended that the DDPOs be revoked and any issues arising be 
dealt with as appropriate. 

RESOLVED that: 

Members of the Crime and Disorder Committee support the revocation of the existing DPPO 
areas across Corby Borough and agree that any issues arising be dealt with through the use of 
the new Anti Social Behaviour powers. 

8. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 8:45 pm. 


