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One Corby Policy Committee 
Tuesday 11th August 2020 

At 7:00 pm via Zoom (virtual meeting) 

 

Present: - Councillor Addison, Eyles, McGhee, Keane, McEwan, Elliston, Pengelly, P 

  Beattie, Sims, Beeby & Wellings. 

 

72.  Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies were received from Councillors Tom Beattie and Kevin Watt. 

 

73.  Declarations of Interest 

 

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 

discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of any 

interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. 

 

No declarations were made. 

 

74.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 

The minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meeting held on 18th February 2020 had 

been circulated. 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

The minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee meeting held on 18th February 2020 be 

approved. 

 

75.  Business and Planning Act 

 

The report before the Committee sought approval for the adoption of the Business and 

Planning Act 2020, and the agreement of a fee associated with granting Pavement Licences 

and for appropriate officer delegation. 

 

The Act made district and borough councils responsible for issuing pavement licences, a 

function which had traditionally been undertaken by county councils. The legislation was time-

bound and would only run until 30th September 2021, unless extended by further legislation. 

 

An application fee of £100 was being recommended, however officers confirmed that 

neighbouring licensing authorities had agreed to waive any fee in their respective catchment 

area associated with this matter. 

 

Several Members welcomed the proposal, which would provide some assistance to small 

businesses. The Committee noted that the report was recommending a fee of £100. Members 

felt they would prefer no fee to be levied in the circumstances. The potential income to be 

gained was likely to be minimal, and was another cost to businesses when faced with a difficult 

financial situation. 

 

A question was raised as to what course of appeal was open to an applicant should a request 

for a licence be declined. Officers would provide a written answer to this outside of the meeting. 
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If practicable, the Committee favoured a Licensing Panel to hear any appeal, but would await 

the written response from officers. 

 

It was noted that two of the recommendations within the report, if approved by the Committee, 

would need to be ratified by Full Council. 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

i) Full Council be recommended to adopt the Business and Planning Act 2020 in 

order to allow implementation of the pavement licensing regime; 

ii) No fee be levied to an applicant for the provision of this service; and 

iii) Recommend to Full Council to amend the Constitution, to delegate authority to 

grant, reject or revoke a licence under the Act to the Head of Planning and 

Environmental Services. 

 

76.  A43/Steel Road Marginal Viability Fund Bid 

 

The purpose of the report before the Committee was to update Members on the Marginal 

Viability Fund Bid via the Housing Infrastructure Fund, and to seek agreement to procure the 

services of Northamptonshire Highways to undertake detailed design work. 

 

The report reminded Members that in December 2019, the Council had allocated £57,409 to 

commission concept design work by NCC Highways. At that time there was no guarantee that 

money could be reclaimed, and was dependent upon Homes England approving the overall 

project. 

 

The report confirmed that Homes England had indicated that the concept scheme was 

acceptable, and had approved that work on developing a more detailed scheme was 

acceptable. This meant that the previous Corby BC expenditure was now recoverable, through 

Homes England, and that external funding was now available to fund the next stage of the 

project. The next stage would include site investigations and design processes.  

 

A budget of £360,000 was being requested, drawn-down from reserves, to facilitate this. This 

money would be reclaimed from Homes England. 

 

The Committee welcomed the report, and recognised the benefit of the proposed scheme in 

supporting the Borough’s development programme from the project coming to fruition. 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

i) Corby Borough Council create a budget of £360,000 via a drawdown from 

Reserves to fund the next phase of the project. 

 

77.  Towns Fund Accelerated Funding 

 

Committee approval was sought for the acceptance of grant funding from MHCLG relating to 

the Towns Fund. 

 

As the Committee were aware, Corby had been allocated a potential £25m as part of the 

Government’s Towns Fund Programme. Work on developing a bid against this allocation were 

ongoing. In addition to this programme, the Government had invited bids against an additional 
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£750k fund for capital projects. Details regarding this additional fund were detailed in the 

report. 

 

It was noted that the timeline for letting the MHCLG know details of any proposed projects 

was close, 14th August 2020, and had allowed little time for detailed scrutiny. A long-list of 

potential projects had been collated and circulated. This included potential projects suggested 

by Corby BC and by external partners. 

 

Some Members expressed disappointment that there was not wider Member consultation prior 

to drawing-up the list of proposed projects. Whilst recognising the tight timescales involved, it 

was noted that CBC officers and external partners had been consulted. This was noted, and 

assurances made that wider Member consultation would be undertaken ahead of compiling 

any project list relating to the substantive Towns Fund allocation of up to £25m. 

 

It was suggested that the Autumn Centre be included on the Accelerated Fund list. This was 

an important community facility, whose customers were from across the town. This was 

agreed, and would be added to the list. 

 

Concern was raised by some Members that there was insufficient detail contained in the report 

regarding some of the projects, for example improvements to highways in George Street. In 

relation to that example, it was noted that a Pelican Crossing was being considered. 

 

Whilst the timescales for accepting the offer and delivering the projects was challenging, the 

scheme represented an opportunity to assist in kick-starting local initiatives in the wake of 

difficult recent months. 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

i) The grant funding offered by MHCLG be accepted, noting the list of projects 

contained within the report; and 

ii) Delegated authority be granted to the Head of CB Property, to determine the final 

projects taken forward, in consultation with the Leader of the Council and the Chair 

of the Town Deal Board. 

 

78.  Budget 2019/2020 Outturn Report 

 

The report before Members set out the 2019/2020 provisional outturn position for the year in 

relation to the General Fund, the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) and the Capital 

Programme. The Committee were being requested to approve the carry forward of certain 

unspent budgets and for transfers to reserves. 

 

The General Fund showed a provisional underspend of £686k against a gross budget of £49m. 

The report also provided details of proposed carry forward requests, totalling £537k. 

 

Details in relation to the proposed application of reserves was included in the report. It was 

noted that the reserves for the General Fund currently totalled £6.165m. Proposals for the 

allocation of this money into specific reserve budgets were detailed in the report. 

 

The Housing Revenue Account (HRA) showed a provisional underspend of £275k against a 

gross budget of £23m. It was proposed that the £275k be added to reserves. It was noted that 

the HRA had reserves of £18m at 31st March 2020. 



One Corby Policy Committee 
11th August 2020 

 

53 
 

 

It was suggested that there was a need for the Council to consider a re-assessment of the 

Capital funding of CCTV. This may be an underestimate of what was required. A further report 

and proposal on this was suggested. 

 

A minor amendment to Appendix C in relation to the Capital Programme was noted, with 

regard to the CCTV Upgrades and Improvements; a sum of £40k needed to be carried forward 

into 2020/21. This was noted. 

 

It was noted that the monies allocated for the Corby Culvert were no longer required. A 

question was raised whether the previous allocation included s.106 contribution. Officers 

confirmed the s.106 contribution was separate, and would remain in the s.106 budget to be 

spent towards future projects supporting the Corby Waterways Strategy. 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

i) The 2019/2020 outturn position of the General Fund, the Housing Revenue 

Account (HRA) and the Capital Programme as contained within the report be 

noted; 

ii) The General Fund and Capital Programme carry forward budgets as detailed within 

the report and Appendix C (as amended) be approved; and 

iii) The use of and contribution to reserves as set out in the report be approved. 

 

79.  Building Repairs Community Centres and Sports Centre 

 

The report sought Committee approval for repairs to be undertaken to the Danesholme 

Communicare roof, the Lodge Park Sports Centre roof, and the Hazelwood Neighbourhood 

Centre car park. 

 

Details of the repairs requiring at each of the sites was provided within the report. Officers 

considered the proposed repairs to be essential to ensure health and safety of customers and 

staff, and to ensure the facilities could remain fully operational. It was suggested that failure 

to take action now may result in higher costs and disruption in the future. 

 

The Committee welcomed the report, and noted the importance of ensuring that the facilities 

were properly maintained. 

 

Under this item, it was suggested that the Council consider a review of the lease arrangements 

with devolved facilities. It was felt important, due to the financial situation and the move 

towards a unitary programme, that devolved facilities had greater assurance with regard to 

their occupancy for the purpose of long-term planning. Officers noted this suggestion. 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

i) Approval be given to the drawdown of reserves to fund – 

 

a) Danesholme Communicare Centre roof surface replacement (Option 3) of 

£24,400; 

b) Hazelwood Neighbourhood Centre car park surface replacement (Option 2) of 

£20,500; and 

c) Lodge Park Sports Centre roof (Option 3) of £35,000. 
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80.  Budget Monitoring 2020/2021 Q1 

 

The report before Members set out the income and expenditure forecasts for the year 

2020/2021 in relation to the General Fund, the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) and the 

Capital Programme. The forecasts were based on the period April-June 2020 expenditure. 

 

Where there were potential overspends, other than those related to the Covid-19 pandemic, 

the relevant Heads of Service would seek to take action to bring expenditure back within 

budget. 

 

The General Fund showed a projected overspend of £1.2m. This was almost entirely due to a 

loss of income as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. The gross pressure from this was £2.1m, 

which had been partially off-set by three tranches of Government funding received to date 

totalling £908k. The £1.2m would need to be met from reserves. 

 

It was noted that there was a significant reduction in Council Tax and Business Rates income 

collection rates. Officers explained that this would be a cost in 2021/2022, since for technical 

accountancy reasons this income would be accounted in the subsequent year, and not in 

2020/2021. Any shortfall would therefore need to be addressed by the new unitary council. 

 

The Housing Revenue Account (HRA) showed a projected overspend of £402k against a 

gross budget of £23m. It was noted that there was an increase in unpaid rent. Although some 

of this would be addressed during the remainder of the financial year, it was likely to still be a 

significant figure at year-end. 

 

Details of the Capital Programme were provided. Whilst there were no significant variances to 

report to Committee at this time, it was likely due to delays in progressing some projects due 

to the Covid-19 pandemic, that some schemes may not be fully spent by the end of the 

financial year. 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

i) The financial position of the General Fund, the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) 

and the Capital Programme contained within the report be noted; and 

ii) The relevant Heads of Service and the Director of Corporate Services be instructed 

to review all areas of expenditure within the General Fund and the Housing 

Revenue Account (HRA) with a view to minimising any overspend. 

 

81.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

The press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
reports on the grounds that they contain exempt information as defined in the Local 
Government Act 1972 (as amended). 

Paragraph 3 

Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
authority holding that information 
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(Live streaming to You Tube ceased at this point) 

 

82.  Parkland Gateway Car Parks Traffic Regulation Order 

 

The Committee were being requested to approve a revised Traffic Regulation Order at the 

Parkland Gateway Car Park. 

 

Following a brief discussion, the Committee requested further information regarding other 

potential options. Officers were requested to consider other potential arrangements, and for 

the report to be submitted to the next Committee meeting. 

 

RESOLVED that:- 

 

i) The report be deferred to the next meeting of the One Corby Policy Committee. 

 

83.  Close of Meeting 

 

Meeting closed at 8:14 pm. 


