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Grants Committee  
Wednesday 1 March 2017 

7.00pm in Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 

Present: Councillors Goult, McGhee, Latta, McKellar, Reay and Watt.  

 

18. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Addison. 

19. Minutes of the Grants Committee 

Members were asked to note the minutes of the Grants Sub Committee meeting held on 30 
November 2016. 

RESOLVED that:- 

The minutes of the Grants Committee held on 30 November 2016 be noted. 

20. Declarations of Interests 

Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item. Cllr Reay 
declared a personal prejudicial interest in Appendix 7 (Arts Grant) and did not take part in the 
discussion. 

21. Discretionary Rate Relief Awards 2016/17 

A report was presented to Committee regarding an application from Corby Furniture 
Turnaround for £1,540 DRR which had previously been turned down as their accounts 
showed that reserves were greater than 50% of their turnover, in addition CFT receive Core 
Funding from the Council and therefore the conditions of the criteria were not met. 

They were now requesting relief of the remaining balance on their account of £660, this 
request was made in light of the current economic downturn and loss of external grant 
funding from other organisations. 

Their latest accounts show that at the end of March 2016 there was £41k in reserves which 
was less than 50% of the £93k turnover, they also continued to receive Core Funding of £3k 
for the year from the Council. 

A meeting had been held with the Board to try and find a way forward but without funding 
from elsewhere the project had a shortfall of £10k. Officers were happy that the accounts 
were accurate and had suggested some areas for the management to look at and they are 
now considering their options. 

Members discussed options to try to help CFT but felt that it would be necessary to know if in 
the new financial year they would qualify for full DRR 

RESOLVED: -   

Not to award DRR unless they qualify for full small business rate relief in the next financial 
year.  

22. One Corby Grants 

A report was presented to Committee to agree the amounts awarded to Core and Devolved 
Organisations for 2017/18 and to agree the Small Grants, Arts and Health & Wellbeing grant 
applications. 

Devolved Community Centres 

All monitoring information had been received and grant funding released to devolved 
facilities.  
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i) Old Village Community Centre – still being operated by Council staff, bookings had 
increased and ad-hoc parties were being accepted, this currently covered the 
operating expenditure. 

A report on future options for management would be brought to Grants Committee before a 
report was presented to One Corby Policy Committee. 

Devolved Review 

Letters had been sent to all Management Committees to inform them officers would be 
undertaking a review covering the following four areas: 

 Organisations were achieving conditions in the SLA 

 Review annual funding agreements with devolved organisations 

 Governance, training and programme of activities are in place 

 Health & Safety/Fire Assessments are in place 

A request from Oakley Vale Community Centre to consider allowing an increase in hire 
charges to Neighbourhood Associations would be included in the review to decide whether 
the increase would be acceptable. 

Grant Funding 2017/18 

Members were asked to approve funding to the Devolved Organisations for 2017/18; the 
amount remained the same as 2016/17. It was proposed that any potential changes to grants 
following the impending review of Devolved Centres would be implemented from April 
2018/19. 

Core Organisations 

Monitoring Information had been received for the Core Organisations which released the 
second half of their funding, a £2k grant for Safe Haven had been withheld as monitoring 
information was incomplete and there had been serious difficulties with corresponding or 
meeting with the organisation to try to resolve any issues. 

Grant Funding for Core Organisations in 2017/18 remained the same as 2016/17 and 
Committee was asked to approve this. 

Small Grants 

In August 2015 the Serbian Boules Club had an application approved for relocation to 
Woodsend Bowls Club; before funding could be released they had to obtain planning 
permission for approved groundwork and additional lighting. The group had never progressed 
the planning permission and so officers were requesting Committee approval for the 
committed funding to be returned to the grants pot. 

There were six applications for consideration under Small Grants and Committee were asked 
to consider approval. 

Arts Grants 

There were three applications for consideration and it was noted that there was only £750 left 
in this year’s Arts Grant Funding, Committee having considered these applications agreed to 
vire monies from the underspend in the Small Grants budget to grant these applications.  

Health & Wellbeing Grant 

The Health & Wellbeing Funding was jointly funded by Corby Borough Council and Corby 
Clinical Commissioning Group and had been fully allocated. An application had been 
received but did not meet with the relevant criteria. 

Committee suggested that perhaps there were other ways of the Foundation obtaining funds 
for the young person, Big About Corby might be an option, it was suggested that if it had 
been a team there might have been an opportunity to give funds. 
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RESOLVED that Committee:- 

i) Approve the 2017/18 Grant allocation for Devolved Organisations as detailed in the 
report. 

ii) Approve the 2017/18 Grant allocation for Core Organisations as detailed in the 
report. 

iii) Approve the grant of £500 for the Serbian Boules Club to be returned to the Council 
grants pot.  

iv) Approve any under spend (£1119) in the small grants funding is carried forward to 
the 2017/18 budget.   

v) Approve the remaining arts funding of £2,411.85 is amalgamated with the small 
grants budget for financial year 2017/18. 

vi) Approve the recommendations for Small and Arts grants applications as detailed in 
the appendices. 

 
23. Close of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 8:25pm.  


