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Habitats Regulations Assessment for the Part 2 Local Plan for Corby 

On 13 February 2020 the Inspector Helen Hockenhull wrote to Corby Borough Council with a 

number of initial questions to help inform how the Examination should proceed and enable her 

to focus on the Matters, Issues and Questions.  

Question 9 concerned the Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) as set out below: 

9. Please provide a copy of the written correspondence with Natural England 

confirming that they find the HRA to be acceptable.  

Corby Borough Council responded to the Inspector on 28 February 2020 explaining that 

Natural England had agreed with the findings of the HRA on the Part 2 Local Plan for Corby 

Emerging Draft Options in correspondence dated 28 August 2018 which concluded that no 

likely significant effects will arise from the Local Plan Part 2, either alone or in combination, 

with other plans and projects. However, Natural England’s response to the Part 2 Local Plan 

for Corby at the Publication Draft (Pre-Submission) Regulation 19 stage dated 7 August 

2019 did not make reference to the Habitats Regulations Assessment Regulation 19 Report. 

Although the conclusions of HRA of the Emerging Draft Part 2 Local Plan (published in June 

2018) were consistent with the HRA of the Part 2 Local Plan Publication Draft (Pre-

Submission), the Council felt there to be clearly a need for confirmation that Natural 

England’s views had not changed. 

The Council therefore wrote to Natural England seeking this confirmation on 24 February 
2020, and, due to the short timescales involves, chased up a response on 26 February 2020. 
As no response had been received by the deadline given to the Council to respond to the 
Inspector, an interim response was provided, as set out below: 
 
“Corby Borough Council has contacted Natural England to request written confirmation that 
the Habitat Regulation Assessment is acceptable. At this stage, Corby Borough Council is 
awaiting Natural England’s response.  
 
The Council is confident of a positive response in the context of Natural England’s response 

to the Part 2 Local Plan - Emerging Draft Options (Examination Library Document PMS-

EDO1a) set out below: 

“Natural England agrees with the conclusions of the HRA, i.e. as allocated sites within the 
Corby Borough Council Part 2 of the Local Plan are located more than 9km from the Upper 
Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA/Ramsar site, it is possible to conclude that no likely significant 
effects will arise from the Local Plan Part 2, either alone or in combination, with other plans 
and projects.” “ 
 
On the 4 March 2020 Natural England responded to the Council’s request for confirmation that 
their view on the HRA had not changed, confirming that they are satisfied that the HRA for 
The Part 2 Local Plan for Corby has been undertaken in accordance with the requirements of 
the Conservation (of Habitats and Species) Regulations 2017 (as amended) and that they 
agree with the conclusion of the HRA that no likely significant effects will arise from the Part 2 
Local Plan for Corby, either alone or in combination, with other plans and projects. 
 
The correspondence from Natural England relating to the above is provided below:  

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby%20-%20Emerging%20Draft%20Options%20Consultation%20Document.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby%20-%20Emerging%20Draft%20Options%20Consultation%20Document.pdf
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