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Councillor J Addison (Deputy Mayor) and Mr P Goult (Democratic Services Manager) 

attended the official Twin Towns Reception held in Châtellerault 23-26 June 2006.  

Delegates from Châtellerault’s other twin towns also attended (Kaya from Burkina Faso, 

Velbert from Germany, Pila from Poland, Hamilton from Scotland, Chotebor from Czech 

Republic and representatives from New Brunswick in Canada. 

There were two particular themes to the weekend’s events.  Firstly to celebrate and re-affirm 

the 30 years twinning agreement between Châtellerault  and Kaya.  Secondly, to attend a 

multi-cultural event in Châtellerault. 

Friday 23rd June 2006 

• Arrival of delegates in Châtellerault.  Informal evening reception where delegates were 

introduced and had an opportunity to get to know each other. 

Saturday 24th June 2006 

• Traditional exchange of gifts and opportunity to meet Deputy Mayor of Châtellerault and 

other officials. 

• Conference and presentation regarding Châtellerault – Kaya links and the 

problems/challenges faced by West Africa.  Attended by the Burkina Faso Ambassador 

to France. 

• Celebrations hosted by Châtellerault/Canada committee. 

• Further celebrations for 30th Kaya-Châtellerault anniversary. 

• Attendance at open air musical concert and multi-cultural event. 

Sunday 25th June 2006 

• Exhibition of Châtellerault development programme in Kaya. 

• Presentation of twin towns cup to talented young musician by Councillor Addison, 

Deputy Burgermeister Tondor and Councillor Roquet. 

• Official reaffirmation of Châtellerault-Kaya agreement attended by Mayor of Châtellerault 

and Burkina Faso Ambassador. 

• Evening reception attended by delegates and members of Châtellerault’s Twinning 

Committee. 

Monday 26th June 2006 

Departure from Châtellerault. 
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As can be seen from the above programme, there were a number of ceremonial events, 

however, there were also important issues raised in public and informally. 

The Mayor of Châtellerault made an important speech at the Twinning Committee reception 

on the Sunday evening.  He made a direct appeal to the delegates from Hamilton and Corby 

in particular, to work with the youth of Châtellerault to improve their English language skills 

through exchanges and work experience opportunities.  The Mayor stressed the importance 

of the youth of his town gaining experience and opportunities to improve their English and in 

turn, the youth of Hamilton and Corby gaining opportunities in Châtellerault. 

Informally, discussions were held between Corby’s delegates and officials from Châtellerault.  

Clearly there were concerns expressed by our hosts at Corby’s lack of activity and support 

for the twinning programme, although these concerns were diplomatically expressed.  There 

was clearly goodwill and a genuine desire for Corby to be more proactive, whilst recognising 

any constraints on resources and finance. 

In addition, there was great interest expressed in Corby’s regeneration and development 

programme and an eagerness to know more about how we have addressed the issues 

raised by the programme. 

There was a brief discussion regarding sporting links.  I was made aware from discussions 

with the Head of Culture & Leisure of the recent difficulties in this area.  It was suggested 

that rather than try to engender enthusiasm for their proposed programme with established 

sporting clubs that youth groups be approached.  This is a matter I will discuss further with 

the Head of Culture & Leisure direct. 

Overall, the impression I was left with was that they were keen for Corby to engage with the 

twinning programme, whilst recognising the constraints that may be upon us.  They were 

looking for small but deliverable projects, a “step by step” approach.  Certainly, the current 

lack of twinning activity cannot continue.  Whilst Civic Exchanges are enjoyable they mean 

little to the respective communities of Châtellerault & Corby.  By adopting a gradual 

manageable programme we can attempt to rekindle genuine interest in the community.   

Detailed below are some suggestions for the way forward.  Clearly no individual officer has 

the capacity to deliver a programme, however, a small team working in a co-ordinated 

fashion should be able to make some headway. 

 

Paul Goult 
Democratic Services Manager 

29th June 2006 
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i) Invite the Mayor of Châtellerault and delegation to Corby to discuss the Borough’s 

regeneration and development programme. 

ii) Establish an Officer Twinning Committee to co-ordinate the Borough’s response to 

the challenges and opportunities presented by “twinning” and to seek ways of 

involving the community. 

iii) Liaise with local schools, colleges and youth groups to reactivate the exchange 

programme. 

iv) Contact the Corby Business Group regarding short term work place opportunities. 

v) Explore external funding opportunities for supporting the exchange programme. 

vi) Contact Velbert to discuss their priorities for the twinning programme in the 

short/medium term. 


