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Rural Area Forum 
Thursday 22nd March 2007 
At 7.00 pm in Rockingham Village Hall 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor S Heggs (CBC) 
Councillor Mrs R Beattie (Weldon PC) 
Councillor S M Ferguson (Gretton PC) 
Councillor D Sims (Cottingham PC) 
Mrs P Sullivan (Rockingham PM) 
Councillor P Bromhall (CBC) 
Councillor K Allsop (Middleton PC) 
Councillor M McAlpine (East Carlton PC) 
 
Officers Present: 
 
Mr C Mallender (CBC) 
Mr L Berruto (Weldon PC) 
Mr P Taylor (Cottingham PC) 
Mr P Barlow (East Carlton PC) 
Mrs S Preston (CBC) 
Mr P Goult (CBC) 
Mr T Burbidge (Rockingham PM) 
 
Election of Chair 
 
Councillor S Heggs was elected Chair for the meeting. 
 
Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were received from Councillor R Rutt, Councillor J Underwood, Mrs 
R Warne, Mr I Norman & Mr J Hindle. 
 
Matters Arising from previous meeting 
 
Cllr Heggs (CBC) reported that that the Borough Council had agreed a sum of 
£50,000 towards village street lighting.  A report would go to the Council’s 
Asset Management Group and it was hoped that work would commence early 
in the new financial year. 
 
In relation to Cottingham PO it was reported that there had been little 
progress.  Mr Taylor (Cottingham PC) informed the meeting that the Post 
Office were now seeking to interview the prospective purchaser of the shop in 
Cottingham.  It was further noted that there had been no progress relating to 
Weldon PO and Mr Berruto (Weldon PC) reported that the parish council had 
received no new information. 
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Rural Pride Officer Report 
 
Mrs Preston (CBC) informed the meeting that the DTI consultation on rural 
post offices had now closed.  A summary of responses received by the DTI 
was expected in a few months. 
 
Mrs Preston reported that there was an event next week organised by ACRE 
regarding issues relating to retail businesses in rural areas.  Mrs Preston 
would be attending.  Mrs Preston had already approached one or two 
businesses based in the villages to ascertain whether there were any specific 
queries the businesses wished raised. 
 
The Forum were informed that the Council was finalising its Easter Holiday 
Events for Children.  Events would be run in Gretton, Stanion & Weldon co-
ordinated by Mr Ted Greaves (CBC).  It was hoped that if these events proved 
successful the scheme could be extended in future to other villages. 
 
The Council were currently formulating a draft Play Strategy, which it was 
hoped would form the basis of a future bid for Lottery funding.  Mrs Preston 
informed the meeting that Play in the rural areas would be of particular 
importance.  A “Play Audit” was being conducted by CBC officers to identify 
existing facilities.  Parishes were invited to contribute to ideas for any potential 
“wish list”. 
 
A copy of the Parish Newsletter produced by Mrs Preston was distributed to 
Forum members.  It was hoped the Newsletter would be produced on a bi-
monthly basis.  Parishes were invited to submit articles, etc for inclusion. 
 
Mrs Preston informed the Forum of the establishment of a Rural Community 
Safety Team.  The team, through two separate groups, would cover the rural 
areas.  A media launch for the Team was planned soon.  The Team would 
seek to address the key rural community safety issues identified by parishes. 
 
Under this item Cottingham PC again raised the issue of provision of litterbins.  
CBC had still to respond despite numerous requests.  Concern was 
expressed regarding the level of service provided to rural areas.  Mrs Preston 
would seek to obtain a response and feedback to the parish council.  
Following discussion, the Forum agreed to extend an invitation to Mr Ian 
Hopewell (CBC) to attend a future Forum meeting. 
 
Cllr Bromhall raised concerns regarding the lack of clear lines of 
communication into Council services.  Often service users (inc. councillors) 
struggled to access the correct personnel in order to relay problems or 
concerns.   
 
East Carlton PC raised a concern regarding a lack of response from 
councillors as well as officers. 
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Mr Mallender (CBC) briefly explained to Forum members the new 
neighbourhood caretaking arrangements being introduced within the town.  It 
was suggested that these could be “rolled-out” to parish areas. 
 
Local Government White Paper 
 
Mr Mallender updated the Forum regarding the countywide response to the 
Government'’ Local Government White Paper.  It was confirmed that 
Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) had not submitted a unitary bid.  
NCC & the district councils had failed to agree a joint “pathfinder” submission. 
 
Currently district councils were exploring ways for joint or partnership working 
across a range of services.  This work was ongoing. 
 
Mr Mallender reminded Forum members of the opportunities available for 
greater decentralisation of service delivery from NCC/district councils to town 
& parish councils.  There was a brief discussion surrounding the Quality 
Parish Scheme and the need for a parish council to fulfil certain criteria prior 
to services being “handed over”, however it was noted that some issues could 
be considered even if a parish council had yet to achieve “Quality” 
accreditation. 
 
Cottingham PC registered their interest in exploring greater involvement in 
service delivery. 
 
Cllr Heggs (CBC) asked for an update from Mr Mallender regarding the 
Corby/Kettering proposal to extend their remit regarding highways issues.  Mr 
Mallender reported that a response was awaited from NCC and no progress 
had yet been made.  Mr Mallender commented that district councils were 
engaged in dialogue regarding a number of potential joint/shared service 
delivery issues. 
 
Parish Elections 2007 
 
Mr Goult (CBC) informed the Forum that nomination packs for parish council 
seats were now available.  The Council’s Election Office had been in contact 
with all parish clerks who were assisting in the issue of the packs and in 
highlighting the forthcoming elections.  It was noted that Weldon PC had 
utilised the local newspaper to highlight to residents the parish election on 3rd 
May 2007. 
 
Completed nominations needed to be with the Returning Officer by noon on 
4th April 2007. 
 
Parish clerks would be notified as soon as possible whether there were likely 
to be any contested elections.  It was noted day of Poll was 3rd May 2007 
however the Count would be held on 4th May 2007. 
 
If parish clerks required additional nomination packs they should contact the 
Council’s Election Office. 
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Close of Meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 8.02 pm. 
  
 
 


