
WHAT IS IT?

COPPICING

NEWLY COPPICED

1 YEAR ON

Coppicing is a traditional method of woodland 
management that has been practiced for 
over 1000 years to regenerate woodland and 
provide fuel and materials for many crafts.

Young tree stems are cut down near to ground 
level to encourage the development of new, 
vigorous shoots. After a number of years (5-15) 
depending on species and uses, the coppiced 
tree (also called stool) is ready to be harvested 
again and so the cycle continues.

Some species which are traditionally coppiced 
include hazel, ash and sweet chestnut.
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COPPICING

HAZEL & THOROUGHSALE WOODS

Corby Borough Council is keen to involve the local 
community in the management of its woods.
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WHY? Hazel & Thoroughsale Woods support large areas of hazel 
rich woodland which were traditionally coppiced in the past. 
These areas have not been coppiced for many years and as 
a result many of the hazel “stools” have become overgrown. 
This causes the woodland in summer to become too 
shaded, dark and cold, which is not good for many plants 
and animals.

Coppice management benefits woodland biodiversity by 
creating regular cycles of light and shade which enable 
many native woodland plants, as well as other wildlife such 
as butterflies, to flourish.

Over the winter months, the Friends of Hazel & Thoroughsale Woods will be 
working alongside other volunteers to coppice areas of the two woods using 
hand tools, such as bow saws and billhooks.

WHO & WHEN?

PLANTS: The coppicing of hazel and other shrubs 
increases light levels providing suitable conditions 
for several rare and valuable plant species including 
bluebell and wood anemone to thrive.

BIRDS: Several rare bird species including nightingale 
(which has not been seen in the woods for thirty years) 
and willow warbler are dependent upon a mixture of 
young and old hazel coppice for feeding and nesting 
purposes.

INSECTS: The increased levels of warmth resulting 
from the cutting back of overgrown hazel as part of 
the coppice cycle creates ideal conditions for a range 
of increasingly rare butterflies. Species including the 
Duke of Burgundy and Grizzled Skipper are largely 
dependent upon recently coppiced woodland for shelter 
and food.

If you would like to take part or learn more about the project,
 please contact Peter Floody on 01536 464687
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